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HISTORY 

OV TBX 

AMERICAN INDIANS. 



INTEODUCTION. 

When America was first discovered, it was found to 
be inhabited by a race of men difierent from any already 
known. They were called Indians, from the West 
Indies, where they were first seen, and which Colum- 
btfs, according to the common opinion of that age, sup* 
posed to be a part of the East Indies. On exploring 
the coasts and the interior of the vast contuient, the 
same singular people, in different varieties, were every* 
where discovered. Their general conformation and 
features, character, habits, and customs were too evi- 
dently alike not to render it proper to class them under 
the same common name ; and yet there were sufficient 
diversities, in these respects, to allow of grouping them 
in minor divisions, as families or tribes. These fre* 
quently took their names from the parts of the country 
where they lived. 

The differences just mentioned were, indeed, no 
greater than might have been expected from the va- 
rieties of climate, modes of life, and degree of im- 
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6 INTEODUGTION. 

provement which existed among them. Sometimes 
the Indians were found gathered in large numben 
along the banks of rivers or lakes, or in the dense 
forest, their hunting-grounds ; and not unfrequently 
also, scattered in litde collecdons over the extended 
face of the country. As they were often engaged in 
wars with each other, a powerful tribe would o4casion- 
ally subject to its isway numerous other lesser ones, 
whom it held as its vassals. 

No accurate account can be given of their numbers. 
Some have estimated the whole amount in North and 
South America, at the time of the discovery of the 
continent, even as high as one hundred or one hun- 
dred and fifty millions. This estimate is unquestionably 
much too large. A more probable one vrould be from 
fifteen or twenty to twenty-five millions. But they 
have greatly diminished, and of all the ancient race 
not more than four or five millions, if so many, n^ 
remain. Pestilence, wars, hardships, and sufieringi 
of various kinds have been their lot for nearly fout 
hundred years; and they have melted away at the 
approach of the white man ; so that even a lone In- 
dian is now scarcely found beside the grave of hk 
fathers, where once the war-whoop might have called 
a thousand or more valiant men to go fordi to engage 
in the deadly fray. With them have peiished, in 
many instances, their ancient traditions ; and as they 
had no other means of handing down the records of 
their deeds, their history is lost, except here and there 
a fragment, which has been treasured up by some 
white man more curious than his fellows, in studying 
their present or former &tes. Monuments, indeed, 
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etiati widely tcattered over tiie eexisiitries lliey once 
occupied ; some rude and uiarttficial, Marked by no 
ritiH or taftle ; and others evideiHly reared at not a 
ihtle expense of thne and kbor, and chamcteriaed by 
a^ the indicatkttis of a people fkr in adTaace of their 
neighbours m the arts and in civilixatbii. 

By whom were these reaied, when, and for what 
esose ? How long hav^ they been th«0 reposing in 
their undisturbed quiet, and erumbling in silent ruin ? 
are questions that fcnrce tiiemselres on the mind of the 
reflective traveller, as he stands beside or amid their 
strange forms^ ilnd pores over what seem the sepul'* 
ohres of buried ages. But the tongue of history is 
mute, and they who could have amwered his inquiriea 
have long since passed aimy. 

To give, thei^Hfbre, a hi^lx>rioal acootmt of the Ameri- 
can Indians is a task beset with not a few diilleulties« 
Vie sources of information must be almost wholly de«> 
rived fVom their conquerors and fbes ; and though the 
hicidents related may be in the main correct, and the 
causes that lie on the surface be easily known, yet the 
more hidden ones, the secret springs of action, are be- 
yond our reach. We have not the Itidian himself re- 
cording for us the motives that have prompted his stem 
spirit, carefoUy veiling his designs ^m all around, 
nourishing the dark purpose, and maturing his plans* 
We are not admitted to the council of the warriors ^ 
wise men, and allowed to listen to their relation of the 
wrongs, real or fancied, they have suffered, or to see 
how one after anodter of the chiefe or counsellors ut^* 
ters his opinions, and the deep plot is laid which is to 
issue in wreaking a dire rei^e.nge, even to extennitia- 
tion, on the hated intruders. 
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6 nrTBODirCTION. 

All these various incentives to action, are near* 
ly or quite beyond our inspection. Yet it is in the 
contemplation of such only, that Indian history can be 
truly estimated ; for all these particulars throw their 
lights and shades across and into the portraiture of this 
most singular people. It could hardly be expected, 
that they, who suffered from the fearful revenge of the 
red man, who saw, as it were, the scalping-knife 
gleaming around the head of a beloved wife, or child, 
or friend, or who felt the arrow quivering in their own 
flesh, or who heard the war-whoop ringing terrifically 
on the domestic quiet of their habitation, — it could 
hardly, indeed, be expected, that such persons should 
be as truthful or impartial as if they had been called 
to record scenes of a more peaceful and grateful kind. 
Without, therefore, doing the early writers the injustice 
6f supposing that they mean to misrepresent facts, — 
yet, in glancing over their descriptions of perfidy, plotp, 
murders, cruelties, and revenge, we must remember 
that the red man had no one of his race to record for 
him his history, and be candid and just in our judg- 
ments, where there may often be not a litde to exten- 
uate, if not wholly to excuse from blame. 

Let us also bear in mind one remarkable fact, that, 
in their first intercourse, the reception extended to the 
Europeans by the Americans was confiding and hos- 
pitable, and that this confidence and hospitality were 
generally repaid with treachery, rapine, and murder. 
This was the history of events for the first century, till 
at last the red men, over the whole continent, learned 
to regard the Europeans as their enemies, the plun- 
derers of their wealth, the spoilers of their villages, the 
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INTBODUCTION. 9 

greedy usurpers of their liberty and lands. We 
are told of tribes of birds, in the interior of Africa, 
which at first permitted travellers to approach them, 
not having yet learned the lesson of fear ; but afler 
the fowler had scattered death among them, they dis- 
covered that man was a being to be dreaded, and fled 
at his approach. The natives of America had a simi- 
lar leason to learn ; and though they did not always 
fly from the approach of their European enemy, it 
was not because they expected mercy at his hands. 
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ORIGIN OF THE ABORKHNES- 



The origin of the aborigines of America is involved 
in mystery. Many have been the speculations in- 
dulged and the volumes written by learned and able 
men to establish, each one, his favorite theory. Coa- 
jecture, by a train of ingenious reasonings and 
comparisons, has grown into probability, and finally 
almost settled down into certainty. For a time, as in 
the case of the celebrated " Letters of Junius," the ques- 
tion has seemed decided ; so plausible have appeared 
the proofs, that it would have been deemed almost like 
incredulity to gainsay them. But another suppositiou, 
more likely, has been started, and has supplanted the 
former; each, in its turn, has passed away, and we 
are perhaps no nearer the truth than before. We will 
notice a few of the most prominent of these opinions. 

1. The Indians have been supposed, by certcdn 
writers, to be of Jewish origin ; either descended from 
a portion of the ten tribes, or from the Jews of a later 
date. This view has been maintained by Boudinot 
and many others ; and Catlin, in his " Letters," has re- 
cently advocated it, especially with respect to the In- 
dians west of the Mississippi. In proof of this opinion. 
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OBieiN Of THB AB01U»IHBS« II 

reference ur made to mtnikurtdesy more or lese stfikkig, 
in manj of their customs, rites, and 6ereniomei, sacri* 
fiees, and traditioDii Thns^ he ha* found many of 
tekr modes of worship exceedingly Hke those of the 
ftlDsaie i iirt lituli o iiu . He mentk>ns a Variety of |»arti6«^ 
burs respecting separation^ purification^ feasts^ aiid fast- 
mgB, which seem to hink very decisive. " These,'' 
he says, " carry in my mind conclusive proof, that these 
peopfo are tinctured with Jewish hlood.'' Effi>rts have 
dso been made, but with little success^ to detect a re- 
semblance of words in their language to the Hebrew^ 
Mid some very able writers have adopted the opinion^ 
that this fact is established. That there may be such re* 
semblances as are supposed is very probable, 3ret they 
are perlmpB accidental, or such only as are to bid 
found among all languages. Besides, allowance must 
be made for the state of the observer's mind, and his 
desire to find analogies, as also lor his ignorance of 
the Indian language in its roots, and his liability to 
confound their traditions with his own fancies. Many 
of these similarities, moreover, belcmg rather to tlw* 
general characteristics of the Patriarchal age, than to 
the peculiarities of the Jewish economy. Even ad- 
mitting the analogies in manners and customs meil* 
tioQed by Catlin and others, they are not so striking 
as are those of the Greeks, as depicted by Homer, 
to those of the Jews, as portrayed in the Bible* 
There are striking resemblances between the ideas 
and practices of our American Indians, and those of 
many Eastern nations, which show them to be of 
Asiatic origin, but yet they do not identify them more 
with the Jews than with Ae Tartars, or Egyptians, c» 
even the Persians. 
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12 OBIGUf OF THE ABORIGINES. 

2. Some have supposed that the ancient PhcBniciana^ 
or the Carthaginians^ in their navigation of the ocean, 
penetrated to this Western Continent, and found- 
ed colonies. As this is mere conjecture, and is sus- 
tained by no proof in history, though here also fancied 
resemblances have been detected in bmguage and 
some minor things, it may be dismissed as unworthy 
of serious .consideration. 

3. Others again have imagined that the Eastern 
and Western Continents toere once united by land oc- 
cupying the space which is now filled by the Atlan- 
tic Ocean ; and that previous to the great disruption 
an emigration took place. With respect to this view, it 
is embarrassed by greater difficulties than the former. 
There is not the remotest trace of such an event re- 
corded in history. It is only, therefore, entitled to be 
considered as a possible mode by which the Western 
Continent might have been peopled. 

4. The pretensions of the Welsh have been put 
forth with not a little zeal, and have been considered 
by some as having more plausibility. They assert, 
that, about the year 1170, on the death of Owen Gwy- 
neth, a strife for the succession arose among his sons ; 
that one of them, disgusted with the quarrel, embarked 
in ten ships with a number of people, and sailed west- 
ward till he discovered an unknown land ; that, leaving 
part of his people as a colony, he returned to Wales, 
and after a time again sailed with new recruits, and 
was never heard of afterwards. Southey has built on 
this tradition his beautiful poem of '^ Madoc,*^ the name 
of the fancied chieftain who was at the head of the en- 
terprise. The writer, by whom the story was first 
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ORIGIN OF THE ABOBIOIirBf. IS 

published, is said, however, to hare lived at least 400 
years after the events, and discredit is thus thrown over 
the whole. Mr. Catlin, in the appendix to his second 
volume, forgetful, apparently, that he had already atf 
tributed certain rites and ceremonies of the same 
people to Jewish origin, seems to suppose that the 
Mandans are undoubted descendants of Madoc and his 
Welshmen, who, he thinks, entered the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, and sailed up the Mississippi even to the Ohio 
Elver, whence they afterwards emigrated to the 
Far West. He furnishes some words of the Mandan 
language, which he compares with the Welsh, and 
which must be allowed to have considerable resem* 
blance to each other, for the same ideas. Still, the 
theory must be regarded as wholly fanciful. 

5. A supposition more plausible than any other is, 
that America was peopled from the northeastern 
part of Asia, This seems to correspond with the 
general view of the Indians themselves, who represent 
their ancestors as having been formerly residents in 
Northwestern America. It corresponds also with 
history in another respect. By successive emigrations, 
Asia furnished Europe and Africa with their popula- 
tion, and why not America ? If it could supply other 
quarters of the globe with millions, and these of va- 
rious physical and moral characteristics, why not also 
supply America with its first inhabitants ? The iden- 
tity of the aborigines with the nations of Northeast- 
em Asia cannot, indeed, be fully established ; but, while 
many causes may have contributed to destroy this re- 
semblance, enough is shown, with other facts, to make 
this theory preponderate over all others. 
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V Ai» VMppQS^tipa be tan]»^ U te i^pt 1^ be k?wpw4 
that die ^vdigmtion to thi^ oootm^e^ all look pla^ ^i 
once. 'I%^r9 wese doubtkiw sue^Qessiye amval^ of 
persons from Y^ri^s part? of JWa ; and t^ th^ In« 
diaa traditions, w^b refer to tbe Nor^we^t fui tb# 
eountry of theu aiiQesU>r8, and to. perioda aj^d ijUtervala 
aeparating tbem, in which people of Y^noua cbaractef 
made their appjearap^e, one 94^er acK>t^r, aad left 
lome tvacea of th^iir it^^ca^, may be a<?Q0Mi)tQ4 for* 
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CLASSIFICATION OF THE INDIANS. 



In respect to the general resemblance of the In* 
dians, an able writer of a recent date, treating of this 
question, says, — " The testimony of all travellers goes 
to prove that the native Americans are possessed of 
certain physical characteristics which serve to identify 
them in places the most remote, while they assimilate 
not less in their moral character. There are also, in 
their multitudinous languages, some traces of a com- 
mon origin ; and it may be assumed as a fact, that no 
other race of men maintains so striking an analogy 
through all its subdivisions, and amidst all its varieties 
of physical circumstances, — while, at the same time, it 
is distinguished from all the other races by external 
peculiarities of form, but still more by the internal 
qualities of mind and intellect." 

M. Bory de St. Vincent attempted to show that the 
American race includes four species besides the Esqui- 
maux ; but he appears to have failed in establishing 
his theory. 

Dr. Morton has paid great attention to the subject 
He conducted his investigations by comparisons of the 
skulls of a vast number of different tribes, the results 
of which he has given to the public in his " Crania 
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CLASSIFICATION OF THE INDIANS. 17 

Americanay He considers the most natural division 
to be into the ToUecem and American ; the former being 
half-civilized, and including the Peruvians and Mexi- 
cans ; the latter embracing all the barbarous nations 
except the Esquimaux, whom he regards as of Mon- 
g<^an origin. 

He divides each of these into subordinate groups, 
those of the American class being called the AppidU' 
chiany Brazilian^ Patagonian^ and Fuegian, 

The Appalachian includes all those of North Ameri- 
ca except the Mexicans, together with those of South 
America north of the Amazon and east of the Andesw 
They are described thus. '^ The head is rounded, the 
nose large, salient, and aquiline, the eyes dark-brown,^ 
with little or no obliquity of position, the mouth large 
and straight, the teeth nearly vertical, and the whole 
hoe triangular. The neck is long, the chest broad, but 
rarely deep, the body and limbs muscular, seldom dis^ 
posed to f^ness." In character, they " are warlike 
cruel, and unforgiving," averse to the restraints of 
civilized life, ai}d '^have made but little progress in 
mental culture or the mechanic arts." 

Of the Bkazillan it is said, that they are spread 
over a great part of South America east of the Andes, 
including the whole of Brazil and Paraguay between 
the River Amazon and 35 degrees of south latitude. In 
physical characteristics, they resemble the Appala- 
chian ; their nose is larger and more expanded, their 
mouth and lips also large. Their eyes are small, more 
or less oUique, and farther apart, the neck short and 
thick, body and limbs stout and full, to clumsiness. In 
mental character, it is said, that none of the American 
2 



,y Google 



18 0LAS8IFICATI0N OF TfiB INDIANft. 

race are less susceptible of cirilization, and wlmt^sejr 
cure taught by compulsion seldom exceeds the hum* 
blest elements of knowledge. 

The Patagonian branch comprises the nations 
south of the River La Plata to the Straits of Magellan, 
and also the mountain tribes of Chili. They are 
chiefly distinguished by their tall stature, handsome 
forms, and unconquerable courage. 

The FtiEGiANS, who call themselves Yacannacunnee^ 
rove over the sterile wastes of Terra del Fuego. Their 
numbers are computed by Forster to be only about 
2,000. T?heir physical aspect is most repulsive. They 
are of low stature, with large heads, broad faces, and 
small e3res, full chests, clumsy bodies, lai^ knees, 
and ill-shaped legs. Their hair is lank, black, and 
coarse, and their complexion a decided brown, like 
that of the more northern tribes. They have |i va- 
cant expression of face, and are most stupid and slow m 
their mental operations, destitute of curiosity, and caring 
for little that does not minister to their present wants. 

Long, black hair, indeed, is common to all the Ameri- 
can tribes. Their real color is not copper, but brown, 
most resembling cinnamon. Dr. Mortem and Dr. 
McCulloh agree, that no epithet is so proper as the 
hroum race. 

The diversity of complexion cannot be accounted 
for mainly by climate ; for many near the equator are 
not darker than those in the mountainous parts of tem- 
perate regions. The Puelches, and other Magellanic 
tribes beyond 35 degrees south latitude, are darker than 
others many degrees nearer the equator ; the Botectrdos, 
but a Tittle distance from the tropics, are neariy white | 
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the Guayacas, under the line, axe fair, while the Ghar- 
ruas, at 50 degrees south latitude, are almost hladc, 
and the Califomians, at 25 degrees north latitude, are 
almost white. 

The c<^or seems also not to depend on local sitna^ 
tio0, and in the seme individual the covered parts are 
not fairer than those exposed to the heat and moists 
ure. Wheae the deferences are slight, the cause maj 
possibly be found in partial emigrations firom other 
countries. The characteristic brown tint is said to be 
occasioned by a pigment beneath the lower skin, pe- 
culiar to them with the African family, but wanting in 
ikd European. 

Another division of the American race has been 
suggested, into three great classes, accordii^ to the 
purwUs on which they depend for subsistence, name- 
ly, kuntingy JMing^ and agriculture. The American 
iBce are further said to be intellectually inferior to the 
Caucasian and Mongolian races. They seem inca- 
pable of a continued process pf reasonii^ on abstract 
subjects. They •seize easily and eagerly on simple 
troths, but reject those which require analysis or in- 
vestigation. Their inventive faculties are small, and 
they generally have but little taste for the arts and 
sciences. A most remarkable defect is the difficulty 
they have of comprehending ihe relations of numbers. 
Mr. Schoolcraft assured Dr. McHrton, that this was the 
cause of most of the misunderstandings in respect to 
tseaties between the English and the native tribes. 

The ToUecan &mily are considered as embracing all 
the semircivilized nations of Mbxico, P^ru, and B<^;ota, 
reaching from the Bio Gila, in 33 degrees of ncnrtli 
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latitude, along the western shore of the continent, to 
the frontiers of Chili, and on the eastern coast along 
the Gulf of Mexico. In South America, however, they 
chiefly occupied a narrow strip of land between the 
Andes and the Pacific Ocean. The Bogotese in New 
Grenada were, in civilization, between the Peruvians 
and the Mexicans. The Tohecans were not the sde 
possessors of these regions, but the dominant race, while 
the American race composed the mass of the people. 

The great difference between the Toltecan €uid the 
American races consisted in the intellectual faculties, 
as shown in their arts and sciences, architectural re- 
mains, pyramids, temples, grottos, bass-reliefs, and 
arabesques ; their roads, aqueducts, fortifications, and 
minii^ operations. 

With respect to the American languages, there is 
said to exist a remarkable similarity among them. 
From Cape Horn to the Arctic Sea, all the nations have 
languages which possess a distinctive character, but still 
apparently difiering from all those of the Old World. 
This resemblance, too, is said not to be of an indefinite 
kind. It generally consists in the peculiar modes of 
conjugating the verbs by inserting syllables. Vater, a 
distinguished German writer on this subject, says, that 
this wonderful uniformity favors, in a singular manner, 
the supposition of a primitive people which formed the 
common stock of the American indigenous nations. 
According to M. Balbi, there are more than 438 dif- 
ferent languages, embracing upwards of 2,000 dia- 
lects. He estimates the Indians of the brown race at 
10,000,000, and the races produced by the intemux- 
tore of the pure races at 7,000,000. 
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We have thus given a general classification of the 
great American family, and the main points respect- 
ing the question of their origin. We must confess our 
inability wholly to lift the veil of obscurity in which 
their early history is involved, or answer, conclusively, 
the inquiry, whence they came, or when America was 
first peopled. We can only offer what we have al- 
ready stated as the most plausible theory, that, ages ago, 
a great nation of Asia passed, at different times, by way 
of Behring's Straits, into the American Continent, and 
in the course of centuries spread themselves over its 
surface. Here we tjuppose them to have become di- 
vided by the slow influences of climate, and other cir- 
cumstances, into the several varieties which they dis- 
play. 
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THE ABORIGINES OF THE WEST 
INDIES. 



The authentic history of this remarkable mid pecu- 
liar race of men opens with Ae morning of the 12th of 
October, 1492. Columbus, the discoverer of the New 
World, at that memorable datfe, landed upon iJie Ameri- 
can soil, and, as if his first action was to be a type of fltt 
consequences about to follow in respect to the wonder- 
ing natives who beheld him and his companions, he 
landed with a draum sword in his hand. If the phi- 
lanthropic spirit of the great discoverer could have 
shaped events, the iate of the aborigines of the new 
continent had been widely cBfferent; but who, that 
reads their history, can fail to see that the Christians 
of the Eastern Hemisphere have brought but the 
sword to the American race ? 

Nor were the first actions of the natives, upon be- 
holding this advent of beings that seemed to them of 
heavenly birth, hardly less significant of their charac- 
ter and doom. They were at first filled with wonder 
and awe, and then, in conformity with their confid- 
ing nature, came forward and timidly welcomed the 
strangers. The following is Irving's picturesque de- 
scription of the scene. 
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*' The nadves of the island, when at the dawn of 
day they had beheld the ships hovering on the coasts 
had supposed them some monsters, which had issued 
from the deep during the night When they beheld the 
boats approach the shore, and a number of strange 
beings, clad in glittering steel, or raiment of various 
colors, landing upon the beach, they fled in afl^ht 
to the woods. 

^^ Finding, however, that there was no attempt to 
pursue or molest them, they gradually recovered from 
their terror, and approached the Spaniards with great 
awe, frequently prostrating themselves, and making 
signs of adoration. During the ceremony of taking 
possession, they remained gazing, in timid admiration, 
at the complexion, the beards, the shining armor, 
and splendid dress of the Spaniards. 

^^ The admiral particularly attracted their attention, 
from his commanding height, his air of authority, his 
scarlet dress, and the deference paid him by his com« 
panions; all which pointed him out to be the com- 
mander. 

** When they had still further recovered from their 
fears, they approached the Spaniards, touched their 
beards, and examined their hands and &ces, admiring 
^ir whiteness. Columbus was pleased with their sim- 
plicity, their gentleness, and the confidence they re- 
posed in beings who must have appeared so strange 
and formidable, and he submitted to their scrutiny with 
perfect acquiescence. 

** The wondering savages were won by this benig- 
nity. They now supposed that the ships had sailed 
out of the crystal firmanent which bounded their hori^ 
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zon, or that they had descended from above on their 
ample wings, and that these marvellous beings were 
ifihabitants of the skies. 

'* llie natives of the island were no less objects of 
curiosity to the Spaniards, diflering, as they did, firom 
any rape of men they had seen. They were entire- 
ly naked, and painted with a variety of colors and de- 
vices, so as to give them a wild and fantastic appear- 
ance. Their natural complexion was of a tawny or 
copper hue, and they had no beards. Their hair was 
straight and coarse ; their features, though disfigured 
by paint, were agreeable; they had lofty foreheads, 
and remarkably fine eyes. 

" They were of moderate stature, and well shaped. 
They appeared to be a simple and artless people, and 
of gentle and friendly dispositions. Thehr oiidy arms 
were lances, hardened at the end by fire, or pointed 
with a flint or the bone of a fish. There was no iron 
among them, nor did they know its properties ; for, 
when a drawn sword was presented to them, they un- 
guardedly took it by the edge. 

" Columbus distributed among them colored caps, 
glass beads, hawk^s bells, and other trifles, which they 
received as inestimable gifls, and, decorating them- 
selves with them, were wonderfully delighted with 
their finery. In return, they brought cakes of a kind 
of bread called cassava, made from the yuca root, 
which constituted a principal part of their food." 

Thus kindly began the intercourse between the Old 
World and the New ; but the demon of avarice soon 
disturbed their peace. The Spaniards perceived small 
ornaments of gold in the noses of some of the natives. 
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On being asked where this predous metal was pro* 
cured) fhey answered by signs, pointing to the south, 
and Columbus understood them to say, that a king re- 
sided in that quarter, of such wealth that he was served 
in great vessels of gold. 

Columbus took seven of the Indians with him, to 
serve as interpreters and guides, and set sail to find 
the country of gold. He cruised cunong the beautiM 
islands, and stopped at three of them. These were 
green, fertile, and abounding with spices and odorifer- 
ous trees. The inhabitants everywhere appeared the 
same, — simple, harmless, and happy| and totally un- 
acquainted with civilized man. 

Columbus was disappointed in his hopes of finding 
gold or spices in these islands ; but the natives con* 
tinned to point to the south, and then spoke of an 
island in that direction called Cuba, which the Span- 
iards understood them to say abounded in gold, pearls, 
and spices. People often believe what they earnestly 
wish ; and Columbus sailed in search of Cuba, fully 
confident that he should find the land of riches. He 
arrived in sight of it on the 28th of October, 1492. 

Here he found a most lovely country, and the 
houses of the Indians, neatly built of the branches 
of palm-trees, in the shape of pavilions, were scat* 
tered under the trees, like tents in a camp. But hear* 
ing of a province in the centre of the island, where, 
as he understood the Indians to say, a great prince 
ruled, Columbus determined to send a present to him, 
and one of his letters of recommendation from the 
king and queen of Spain. 

For this purpose l^ chose two Spamards, one of 
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idKHn was a converted Jew, and knew Hebrew, Chal- 
daic, and Arabic. Columbus thought the prince must 
HBderstand one or the other of these languages. Two 
Indians were aetA with them as guides. They were 
furnished with strings of beads, and various trinkets, 
for their travelling expenses ; and they were enjoh^d 
to ascertain the situation of the provinces and rivera of 
Asia, — for Columbus thought the West In(Ues were a 
part of the Eastern Ccntment 

The Jew found his Hebrew, Cfaaldaic, and Arabic 
of no avail, and the Indian intei^Hreter was obliged to 
be the orator. ^He made a regular speech ai^r the 
Indian manner, extolling the power, wealth, and gen- 
erosity of the white men. When he had &UBhed, the 
liidians crowded round the Spaniards, touched and ex- 
amined their ddn and raiment, and kissed theiir han^ 
aad feet in token of adoration. But they had no g/M 
to give them. 

It was here that iohaeco was first discovered. When 
the envoys were on their return, they saw several of 
the natives going about with firebrands in their hands, 
and certain dried herbs which they rolled up in a leaf^ 
and, li^tmg one end, put the other into their nK>alh8, 
and ocmlinued inhaling and puffing out the smoke. A 
xoU of this kind they called tobacco. The Spaniards 
were struck with asumishment at this smoking. 

When Columbus became convinced that there was 
DO gold of consequence to be foimd in Cuba, he sailed 
in quest of some richer lands, and soon discovered the 
Uand of Hispaniola, or Ha3rtL It was a beautiful 
island. The' high mountains swept down into luxu* 
nant plaias and green savaoaas, while the appearance 
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of cultivated fields, with the numenNn fires at mgk, 
and the volumes of smoke which rose in Tarioiis paits 
by day, all dM>wed it to be populous. Cotembos im- 
mediately stood in towards the land, to ^ great eon- 
stemation of his Indian guides, who assured hi» hf 
signs that the inhabitants had but one eye, and were 
fierce and cruel cannibals. 

Columbus entered a harbour at ^ western end of the 
island of Hayti, on the evening of the 6th of Decern* 
ber. He gave to the harbour the name of St Nioh^as^ 
which it bears to this day. The inhalntanlB were 
frightened at the approach of the ships, and they all 
fled to tiie mountains. It was some time before any 
Gi the natives could be found. At last three sailors 
succeeded in overtaking a young and beautifiri female, 
whom they carried to the ships. 

She vras treated with the greatest kindness, and dia» 
missed finely clothed, and loaded with presents of 
beads, hawk^s bells, and other pretty bawbles. Cc^um* 
bos hoped by this conduct to eonofliale the Indians; 
and he succeeded. The next day, when the Spaniards 
bmded, tiie natives pennitted them to «iter their 
houses, and set before them l»ead, fish, roots, and fruits 
of various kinds, in the most kind and hospitaUe man* 
ner. 

Colun^us sailed along ^ coast, continuing his in* 
tereourse with the natives, some of whom had omor* 
ments of gold, which they readily exchanged for the 
merest trifie of Eiiropean roanij^toture. These poor, 
ample people little thought that to obtain gold these 
Christians would destroy all the Indians in the isknds* 
No, — they bdieved the Spaniards were msre tiian moiw 
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tal, and that the country from which they came must 
exist somewhere in the skies. 

The generous and kind feelings of the ns^ves were 
shown to great advantage when Columhus was dis- 
tressed by the loss c^ his ship. He was sailing to visit 
a grand cacique or chieflain named Guaoanagari, ^dio 
resided on the coast to the eastward, when his i^p ran 
aground, and, the breakers beating against her, ^e 
was entirely wredced. He immediately sent messen- 
gers to mform Guacanagari of this misfortune. 

When the cacique heard of the distress of his guest, 
he was so much afflicted as to shed tears ; and never 
in any civilized country were the vaunted rites of hos- 
pitality more scrupulously observed than by this uncul- 
tivated savage. He assembled his people and sent off 
all his canoes to the assistance of Ckdumbus, assuring 
him, at the same time, that every thing he possessed 
was at his service. The eflfects were lamkd from the 
wreck and deposited near the dwelling of the cacique, 
and a guard set over them, until houses could be pre- 
pared, in which they could be stored. 

Tliere seemed, however, no dispo^tion among the 
natives to take advantage of the misfortune of the 
strangers, or to plunder the treasures thus cast upon 
Aeir shores, though they must have been inestimable 
m their eyes. On the contrary, they manifested as 
deep a concern at the disaster of the Spaniards as tf 
it had happened to themselves, and their only study 
was, how they could administer relief and consolatiob. 

Columbus was greatly affected by this unexpected 
goodness. "Tliese people," said he in his journal, 
^ love their neighbours as themselves ; &eir discourse 
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ki ever sweet and gentle, and accompanied by a smite. 
There is not in the world a better nation or a better 
land." 

When the cacique first met Columbus, the latter 
appeared dejected ; and the good Indian, much mor* 
ed, again ofiered Columbus every thing he possess- 
ed that could be of service to him. He invited him 
on shore, where a banquet was prepared for his enter- 
tainment, consisting of various kinds of fish and fruit 
After the feast, Columbus was conducted to the beauti- 
ful groves which surrounded the dwelling of the ca- 
cique, where upwards of a thousand of the natives 
were assembled, all perfectly naked, who performed 
several of their national games and dances. 

Thus did this generous Indian try, by every mecuas 
in his power, to cheer the melancholy of his guest, 
showing a warmth of sympathy, a delicacy of atten- 
tion, and an innate dignity and refinement, which 
could not have been expected from one in his savage 
state. He was treated with great deference by his 
subjects, and conducted himself towards them with a 
gracious and prince-like majesty. 

Three houses were given to the shipwrecked crew 
for their residenqp. Here, living on shore, and min- 
ting freely with the natives, they became fascinated 
by their easy and idle mode of life. They were gov- 
erned by the caciques with an absolute, but patriarchal 
and easy rule, and existed in that state of primitive 
and savage simplicity which some philosophers have 
fondly pictured as the most enviable on eardi. 

The following is the opinion of old Peter Martyr : 
^It is certain that the land among these people (the 
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&<&m«) is m cdmaum as the son and wi^sr, and tiiat 
^maoe and thine,' the seeds of aU muchief, have no 
place with them. They are content with so little, 
Ikmt, in 80 large a country, diey have rather superfluity 
•Ihan scarceness; so that ^ley seem to live in a goldea 
^porid, without toil, in open gardens, neitiier iDtreuefa- 
^ not i^t up by walls or he(%e84 They deal truly 
with one another^ wMiout lan^, or books, or judges.^' 

In ftbct, these Indians seemed to be perfec^y oqb- 
tented ; their few fields, cultivated almost without la- 
bor, furnished roots and vegetables ; their groves were 
laden with delicious fruit; and the oorat and riv^n 
abounded with fish. Softened by the indidgsoce of 
nature, a great part o£ the day was passed by them k 
kiddent r^Kxse. La the evenmg they danced in tbeir 
fragrant groves to their naticmal songs, or the rude 
sound of their silver drums. 

Such was ihe character of the natives of many of 
the West India islands, when first discovered. Sin^ 
pie and ignorant they were, and indolent also, but i^bm 
tiiey were kind-hearted, generoi»y and luqppy. And 
&eir sense of justice, and of the oUigations of man t» 
do right, are beautifully set f(»th in the fc^owing 
story. 

It was a cofl^om with Columbus to erect crosses ia 
1^1 remarkable places, to denote the discovery of ^ 
country, and its subjugation to the Catholic faith. lb 
oaice performed this ceremony on the banks of a river 
in Cuba. It was on a Sunday morning. The caciqus 
attended, and also a favorite of his, a venerable In- 
dian, fourscore years of age. 

While mass was performed in a stately grove, the 
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feKtives looked on with awe and reverence. When it 
^"was ended, the old man made a speech to Cdumbut 
in the Indian manner. ^ I am told," sdd he, ^^ that 
Ibou hast lately come to these lands with a miglSbf 
tffce, and hast subdued many countries, spreading 
j great fear among the people ; but be not vaing^ 
nous. 

^ According to our belief, the souls of men haiw 
two journeys to perfbnn, ailer they have departed from 
^ body : one to a place dismal, foul, and covered with 
dukness, prepared for such men as have been unjust 
lad cruel to their fellow-men ; the oth^ full of delight^ 
ht such as have promoted peace on ear&. If, ^eii| 
Aou art mortal, and dost expect to die, beware that 
ftou hurt no man wrongfully, neither do harm to those 
who have done no harm to thee." 

When this speech was explained to Columbus hgr 
lus interpreter, he was greatly moved, and rejoiced to 
bear this doctrine of the future state of the soul, hav* 
ing supposed that no belief of the kind existed among 
the inhabitants of these countries. He assured the 
old man that he had been sent by his sovereigns, to 
teach them the true religion, to protect them from 
harm, and to subdue their enemies, the Caribs. 

Alas for the simple Indians who believed such prc^ 
fessions ! Columbus, no doubt, was sincere ; but the 
adventurers who accompanied him, and the tyrants 
who followed him, cared only for riches for them^ 
selves. They ground down the poor, harmless rod 
men beneath a harsh system of labor, obliging them 
to furnish, month by month, so mtich gold. This gold 
was found in fine gndns, and it was a severe task to 
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seoreh the mountaki-pebbles and the san^ <^ die 
plains for the cdiining dust. 

Then the islands, after they were seized upon by 
the Christians, were parcelled out among the leaders, 
and the Indians were compelled to be their slaves. 
No wonder deep deiqpair fell upon the natives. 
Weak and indolent by nature, and brought up in the 
imtasked idleness of their soft climate and their fruit- 
lol groves, death itself seemed preferable to a life of 
toil and anxiety. 

The pleasant life of the island was at an end : the 
dream in the shade by day ; the dumber during the 
noontide heat by the fountain, or under the spreading 
palm ; and the song, and the dance, and the game in 
&e mellow evenmg, when summoned to their simj^ 
amusements by the rude Indian drum. They spdce 
of the times that were past, before the white men had 
introduced sorrow, and slavery, and weary labor 
among them ; and their songs were mournful, and 
teir dances slow. 

They had flattered themselves, for a time, that the 
visit of the strangers would be but temporary, and that, 
q>reading their ample sails, their ships would waft 
them back to their home in the sky. In their sim- 
plicity, they had frequently inquired of the Spaniards 
when they intended to return to Turey, or the heavens. 
But when all such hope was at an end, they became 
desperate, and resorted to a forlorn and terriUe alter- 
native. 

They knew the Spaniards depended chiefly on the 
supplies raised in tfie islands for a subsistence ; and 
these poor Indians endeavoured to produce a famine. 



,y Google 



THB ABORIGINES OF THE WB8T IHIM18. 88 

For this purpose they destroyed their fields of maize« 
stripped the trees of their fruit, pulled up the yuca 
and other roots, and then fled to the mountains. 

The Spaniards were reduced to much distress, hut 
were partially relieved by supplies from Spain. To 
revenge themselves on the Indians, they pursued them 
to their mountain retreats, hunted them from one 
dreary fastness to another, like wild beasts, until thou- 
sands perished in dens and caverns, of famine and 
sickness, and the survivors, yielding themselves up in 
despair, submitted to the yoke of slavery. But they 
did not long bear the burden of life under their civil 
ized masters. In 1504, only twelve years afler the 
discovery of Hayti, when Columbus visited it, (under 
the adminbtration of Ovando,) he thus wrote to his 
sovereigns : " Since I left the island, six parts out of 
seven of the natives are dead, all through ill-treatment 
and inhumanity ; some by the sword, others by blows 
and cruel usage, or by hunger.'' 

No wonder these oppressed Indians considered th6 
Christians the incarnation of all evil. Their feelings 
were oflen expressed in a manner that must have 
touched the heart of a real Christian, if there was 
such a one among their oppressors. 

When Velasquez set out to conquer Cuba, he had 
only three hundred men ; and these were thought suf- 
ficient to subdue an island above seven hundred miles < 
m length, and filled with inhabitants. From this cir- 
cumstance we may understand how naturally mild and 
unwarlike was the character of the Indians. Indeed, 
they offered no opposition to the Spaniards, except in 
one district Hatuey, a cacique wha had fled from 
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Haytif had taken possession of the eastern extrenuty 
of Cuba. ' He stood upon the defensive, and endeavour- 
ed to drive the Spaniards back to their ships* He vas 
soon defeated and taken prisoner. 

Velasquez considered him as a slave who had taken 
arms agi^nst his master, and condemned him to the 
flames. When Hatuey was tied to the stake, a friar 
came forward, and told him that if he would embrace 
the Qiristian &ith« he should be immediately, on his 
deatb, admitted into heaven. 

^^Are there any Spaniards,'* says Hatuey, afler 
some pause, *' in that re^on of bliss you describe ? " 

^' Yes,'* replied the monk, " but only such as are 
worthy and good." 

" The beat of them," returned the mdignant Indian, 
^^ have neither worth nor goodness ; I will not go to a 
place where I may meet with one of that cruel race.'' 



THE CARIBS. 



Columbus discovered the islands of the Caribs or 
Charibs, now called the Caribbees, during his second 
voyage to America, in 1493. The first island he saw 
he named Dominicai because he discovered it on Sup* 
day. As the ships gently moved onward, other islands 
rose to sight, one afler another, covered with forests, 
and enlivened with flocks of parrots and other tropical 
birds, while the whole air was sweetened by the ft^ 
grance of the breezes which passed over them. 
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This beautiful cluster of islands is called the Antil* 
les. They extend from the eastern end of Porto Rico 
to the coast of Paria on the southern continent, form^ 
ing a kind of barrier between the main ocean and the 
Caribbean Sea. Here was the couirtry of the Cafibs, 

Columbus had heard of the Caribs during his stay at 
Hayti and Cuba, at ^ time of his first voyage, ThQ 
timid and indolent race of Indians in those pleasant 
islands were afraid of the Caribs, and had repeatedly 
besought Columbus to assist them in overcoming these 
their ferocious enemies. The Caribs were represented 
as terrible warriors, and cruel cannibals, who roasted 
and ate their captives. This the genUe Haytians 
thought, truly enough, was a good ptetext for warning 
Ihe Christians against such foes. Columbus did not 
at first imagine that the beautiful paradise he saw, as 
he sailed onward among these green and spicy islands, 
could be the residence of cruel men ; but on landing 
at Guadaloupe, he soon became convinced he was 
truly in a Golgotha, a place of skulls* He there saw 
human limbs hanging in the houses, as if curing for 
provisions, and some even roasting at the fire for food. 
He knew then that he was in the country of the Caribs. 
On touching at the island of Montserrat, Columbus 
was informed that the Caribs had eaten up all the in- 
habitants. If that had been true, it seems strange how 
he obtained his information. 

It is probable many of these stories were exaggera* 
tions. The Caribs were a warlike people, in many 
respects essentially difiering in character from the na- 
tives of the other West India islands. They were e»p 
terprising as -well as ferocious, and frequently VMule 
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roving expeditions in their canoes to the distance of 
one hundred and fifty leagues, invading the islands, 
ravaging the villages, making slaves of the youngest 
and handsomest females, and carrying off the men to 
be killed and eaten. 

These things were bad enough, and it is not strange 
report should make them more terrible than the reali- 
ty. The Caribs also gave the Spaniards more trouble 
than did the effeminate natives of the other islands. 
They fought their invaders desperately. In some cases 
the women showed as much bravery as the men. At 
Santa Cruz the females plied their bows with such 
vigor, that orye of them sent an arrow through a Span- 
ish buckler, and wounded the soldier who bore it. 

There have been many speculations respecting the 
origin of the Caribs. That they were a different race 
from the inhabitants of the other islands is generally 
acknowledged. They also differed from the Indians 
of Mexico and Peru ; though some writers think they 
were culprits banished either from the continent or 
the large islands, and thus a difference of situation 
might have produced a difference of manners. Others 
think they were descended from some civilized people 
of Europe or Africa, and imagine that there is no dif- 
ficulty attending the belief, that a Carthaginian or 
Phoenician vessel might have been overtaken by a 
storm, and blown about by the gales, till it entered the 
current of the trade-wincjs, when it would have been 
easily carried to the West Indies. 

The Caribs possessed as many of the arts as were 

necessary to live at ease in that luxurious climate. 

. Some of these have excited the admiration of Eu- 
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ropeans.* In their subsequent intercourse with the 
Europeans, they have, in some instances, proved faith- 
less and treacherous. In 1708, the English entered 
into an agreement with the Caribs in St. Vincent to 
attack the French colonies in Martinico. The French 
governor heard of the treaty, and sent Major Coullet, 
who was a great favorite with the savages, to persuade 
them to break the treaty. Coullet took wiA him a 
number of officers and servants, and a good store of 
provisions and liquors. He reached St. Vincent, gave 
a grand entertainment to the principal Caribs, and, 
after circulating the brandy freely, he got himself 
painted red, and made them a flaming speech. He 
urged them to break their connection with the English. 
How could they refuse a man who gave them brandy, 
and who was red as themselves? They abandoned 
their English friends, and burned all the timber the 
English had cut on the island, and butchered the first 
Englishmen who arrived. But their crimes were no 
worse than those of their Christian advisers, who, on 
both sides, were inciting these savages to war. 

But the Caribs are all gone, perished from the earth. 
Their race is no more, and their name is only a re- 
membrance. The English and the French, chiefly the 
latter, have destroyed them. There is, however, one 
pleasant reflection attending their fate. Though de- 
stroyed, they were never enslaved. None of their 
conquerors could compel them to labor. Even those 
who have attempted to hire Caribs for servants have 



* For an account of these, see " Manners and Customs of the 
Indians " in " The Cabmet Library." 
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found it impossible to derive any benefit or profit froio 
them ; they would not be commanded or reprimanded. 

This independence was called pride, indolence, and 
stubbornness, by their conquerors. If the Caribs had 
had historians to record their wrongs, and their re* 
sistance to wa. overwhelming t3nranny, they would havf 
set the matter in a very different light. They would 
have expressed the sentiment which the conduct of 
their countrymen so steadily exemplified^— that it war 
better to die free than to live slaves^ 

So determined was their resistance to all kinds of 
authority, that it became a ptoverb among the Eu- 
ropeans, that to show displeasure to a Carib was die 
same as beating him, and to beat him was the same as 
to kill him. If they did any thing, it was only what 
they chose, how they chose, and when they chose ; 
and when they were most wanted, it oflen happened 
that they would not do what was requited^ nor any 
thing else. 

The French missionaries made many attempts to 
convert the Caribs to Christianity, but without success. 
It is true that some were apparently converted ; they 
learned the catechism and prayers, and were bap- 
tised ; but they always returned to their old habits. 

A man of family and fortune, named Chateau Du- 
bois, settled in Guadaloupe, and devoted a great part of 
his life to the conversion of the Caribs, particularly 
those of Dominica. He constantly entertamed a num- 
ber of them, and taught them himself. He died in 
the exercise of these pious and charitable offices, with- 
out the consolation of having made one single convert. 

As we have said, several had been baptized, and, 
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as he hoped, they were well iDstructed, and apparently 
well grounded in the Christian religion ; but after they 
returned to their own people, they soon resumed all 
the Indian customs, and their natural indifference to all 
religion. 

Some years after the death of Dubois, one of these 
Carib apostates was at Martinico. He spoke French 
correctly, could read and write, had been baptized, 
and was then upwards of fifty years old. When re- 
minded of the truths he had been taught, and re<- 
proached for his apostasy, he replied, " ^t if he had 
been bom of Christian parents, or if he had continued 
to live among the French, he would still have pro- 
fessed Christianity ; but that, having returned to his 
own country and his own people, he could not resolve 
to live in a manner differing from their way of life, 
and by so doing expose himself to the hatred and con- 
tempt of his relations." Alas ! it is small matter of 
wonder that the Carib thought the Christian religion 
was only a profession. Had those who bore that 
name always been Christians in reality, and treated 
the poor ignorant savages with the justice, truth, and 
mercy which the gospel enjoins, what a different tale 
the settlement of the New World would have fur- 
nished! 

The Caribs, who spread themselves over the main 
land contiguous to their islands, were similar in char- 
acteristics to those of the West Indies, of whom they 
are supposed to have been the original stock. They 
formed an alliance with the English u|^der Sir Walter 
Raleigh, in one of his romantic expeditions on that 
coast, in 1595, and for a long time preserved the Eng- 
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lish colors which were presented to them on that oc- 
casion. The Caribs of the continent are said to haye 
been divided into the Maritimos and the Mediterra- 
neos. The former lived in plains, and upon the coast 
of the Atlantic, and are said to have been the most 
hostile of any of the Indians who infest the settle- 
ments of the missions of the River Orinoco, and have 
been sometimes called the Gralibis. The Mediterraneos 
inhabited the south side of the source of the River Caro- 
ni, and are described as of a more pacific nature, and 
began to receive the Jesuit missionaries and embrace 
the Christian faith in 1738. 
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AccoBBmo to the annals preserved by the Mexicans, 
the country embraced in the vale of Mexico was for- 
merly called Anahuac. The rest of the territory con- 
tained the kingdoms of Mexico, Acolhuacan, Tlacopan, 
Michuacan, and the republics of Tlaxcallan or TlascaUi) 
Cholollan, and Huexotzinco. The people who settled 
* the country came from the north. The first inhab- 
itants were called Toltecs or Toltecas, who came 
from a distant country at the northwest in the yeaf 
472. They migrated slowly, cultivating and settling 
as they proceeded, so that it was 104 years before 
they reached a place fifty miles east of the situatiim 
where Mexico was afterwards built ; there they re- 
mained for twenty years, and built a city called Tol- 
lantzinco. Thence they removed forty miles to Uie 
westward, and built anoUier city called Tollan or Tula. 

When they first commenced their migration, they 
had a number of chiefs, who, by the time they reached 
Tdlantzinco, were reduced to seven. This form of 
government was afterwards changed to a monarchy ; 
why, we know not, but probably some one of the 
chiefis was more valiant or cunning than his associates^ 
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and supplanted them. This monarchy hegan A. D. 
607, and lasted 384 years, in which time they are said 
to have had only eight princes. This fact, however, is 
accounted for by the custom which prevailed, of keep- 
ing up the name of each king for fifly-two years. 

They remained prosperous for 400 years, when a 
famine succeeded, occasioned by a severe drought, 
which was followed by a pestilence that destroyed 
many of them. Tradition says, that a demon appeared 
once at a festival ball, and with giant arms embraced 
the people, and suffocated them; that he appeared 
again as a child with a putrid head, and brou^t the 
plague ; and that, by his persuaaioo, they abuidoned 
Tula, and scattered themselves among Tarkms nations, 
by whom they were well received. 

A hundred years afterwards, succeeded a mote bar- 
barous people from Amaquemecftn. Who or what 
they were is not known, as there is no trace of th^n 
among the American nations ; nor is there any reason 
given why they left their own country. Tliey ar« 
said to have been eight months on their way^ led by a 
son of their monarch, called Xolotl, who sent his son 
to survey the country, which he took possesion of l^ 
shooting four arrows to the four winds* He chose {<xt 
his capital Tenayuca, six miles north of the sito of 
Mexico ; in which direction most of the people settled* 
It is assOTted that their numbers amounted to 1,000,000 ; 
as ascertained by twelve piles of stones which were 
thrown up at a review of the people ; but this is prob- 
ably an exaggeration. ^ 

This barbarous people formed alliances with the relkss 
of the ToHecan race, and their prince, Nopakm, meor* 
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lied a descendant of the Toltccan royal family. The 
effect of these intermarriages on them was a happy one, 
as they were civilized by the Toltecas, who were much 
their superiors in a knowledge of the arts. Heretoibre 
they had subdsted only on roots and fruits, and by 
hunting ; sucking the blood of the animals they killed, 
and taking their skins for clothing ; but now they 
began to dig up and sow the ground, to work metals, 
and attempt other useful arts. About eighteen years 
after their arrival, six persons made their appearance 
as an embassy from a people living near Amaqueme^ 
can ; a place was assigned them, and in a few yean 
three princes came with a large army of Ao^huans, 
who received three princesses in marriage. The two 
nations gradually coalesced in one, and took the name of 
the new comers ; the name Chechemecas being left to 
the ruder and more barbarous tribes who lived by hunt- 
ing and on roots. These latter joined the Otomies, a bar* 
barous people who lived fkrther north, in the mountains. 
Xolod divided his dominions into three states, name- 
ly, Azcapozalcp, eighteen miles west of Tezcuco, Xal- 
tocsui, and Coatlichan, which he conferred, in fief, on 
his three sons-ui*law. As was natural, various civil wars 
afterwards occurred during the reigns of the sovereigns 
who succeeded Xolotl. Nopaltzin reigned thirty-two 
years, and is said to have died at the advanced age of 
ninety-two. After him came Tlotzin, who reigned 
thirty-six years, and was a good prince. He was suc- 
ceeded by Qmnatzin, a luxurious tyrant, who, on the 
removal of his court from Tenayuca to Tezcuco, caused 
Mmself to be borne thither in a litter by four lords, 
while a fifth held an umbrella over him to keep off the 
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8un; he is said to have reigned sixty years. In his 
reign, there were many rebellions, and on his death 
he was succeeded by a prince named Techotlala. 

In the year 1160, the Mexicans, Aztecas, or Aztecs 
made their appearance. They are said to have come 
from the region north of the Gulf of California, and 
were induced to migrate from the country where they 
lived by the persuasion of Huitziton, a man of great 
influence among them. He is said to have observed a 
little singing-bird, whose notes sounded like TikiU^ 
which in their language meant. Let us go. He led 
another person, also a man of influence, to observe 
this, and they persuaded the people to obey the sugges- 
tion, as they said, of the secret divinity. This was 
no difficult matter in a partially civilized and super- 
stitious community. They proceeded, as their tradition 
relates, to the River Gila, where they stopped for a 
time, and ^n^re, it is' affirmed, remains have been 
found at a somewhat recent date. 

They tfien removed to a place about 250 miles from 
Obihuahua, toward the north-northwest, now called in 
Spanish Cases Grandes^ on account of a large building 
found there, on the plan of those in New Mexico, having 
three floors with a terrace above them, ^e door for en- 
trance opening on the second floor, to which the ascent 
was by a ladder. Other remains, also, of a fortress, and 
various utensils, have been found there. From this spot 
they proceeded southward, crossed the mountains, and 
stopped at Culiacan, a place on the Gulf of California 
in Lat. 24® N. Here they made a wooden image, 
called Huitzilopochtli, which they carried on a chair <^ 
reeds, and appointed priests for its service. When they 
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left their country, on their migration, they consisted of 
seven different tribes ; but here the Mexicans were left 
with their god by the others, called the Xochimilcas, 
Tepanecas, Chalchese, Colhuas, Tlahuicas, and Tlas^ 
calans, who proceeded onwards. The reason of this 
separation is not mentioned, except that it was at the 
command of the god, from which it may be conjec- 
tured that some quarrel had arisen with respect to his 
worship. < 

On their way to Tula, the Mexicans became divided 
into two factions ; yet they kept together, for the sake of 
the god, while they built altars, and left their sick in 
di^rent places. They remained in Tula nine years, 
and spent eleven more in the countries adjoining. In 
1216, they reached Tzompanco, a city in the vale of 
Mexico, and were hospitably received by the lord of 
the district ; his son, named Ilhuitcatl, married among 
them. From him have descended all the Mexican 
monarchs. The people continued to migrate along the 
Lake Tezcuco during the reign of Xolotl, but in the 
reign of Nopaltzin they were persecuted, and obliged, 
in 1245, to go to Chapoltepec, a mountain two miles 
from Mexico. They then took refuge in the small 
islands Acocolco, at the southern extremity of the 
Lake of Mexico. Here thejrlived miserably for 52 
years, till the year 1314, when they were reduced to 
davery by a petty king of Colhuacan, by whom they 
were treacherously entrapped and cruelly oppressed. 

Some years after, on the occasion of a war between 
the Colhtlas and the Xochimilcas, in which the latter 
were victorious, the Colhuas were obliged to re- 
lease their slaves, who fought with great bravery, cut- 
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ting off the ears of the enemies they had killed, whiek 
they produced on heing reproached with cowar^oe. 
The effect of this was to excite »ich a detestation of 
then), that they were desired to leave the country. 
They did so, and went north till they came to a place 
called Acatzitzintlan, and afterwards Mexicaltzinoo ; 
but not liking this, they went on to Iztaoalco, still near- 
er to the site of Mexico. Here they remained two 
years, and then went to a place on the lake, wh&te 
they found the nopal growing cm a stone, and over it 
the foot of an eagle ; this was the place marked out 
by the oracle. Here they ended their wanderings, 
and erected an altar to their god ; one of them went 
for a victim, and found a Cdhuan, whom they killed, 
and offered as a sacrifice to the idol. Here, too, they 
built their rush huts, and formed a city, which was 
called Tenochtitlan, and afterwards Mexico, or the 
place of Mexitli, their god of war. 

This was in 1325 ; the city was situated on a small 
island in the middle of a great lake, without ground 
sufficient for cultivation, or even to build upcm. It was 
necessary, therefore, to enlarge it ; and for this pup* 
pose they drove down piles and palisades, and widi 
stones, tuH*, ^., thus united ^e other small islands to 
the larger one. To procure stbne and wood, they ex* 
Ranged fish and water-fowl widi some other nations, 
and made, widi incredible industry, floating gardeos, 
on which they raised vegetable products. They here 
remained thirteen years at peace, but afterwards quar- 
rels ensued, and the factions separated ; one of them 
went to a small island a little northward, named Xal- 
tilolco, afterwaxds Tlatelolca 



,y Google 



BABIfT MEXIOIK HiaTOBT* 47 

These divided their city into ibur parts, each quarter 
having its tutelar deity. In the midst of the city, 
Mexitli was worshipped with horrible rites, and the 
sacrijgce of prisoners. Under pretence of consecrat- 
ing her to be the mother of their god, they sought tho 
presence of a Colhuan princess at their rites; and 
when the request was granted, they put her to death, 
flayed her body, and dresseif one of their brave men 
in her skin. The father was invited to be present an4 
c^ciate as the priest. All was darkness, till, on ligl^ 
ing the copal in his censer to begin the rites of wor« 
ship, he saw the horrible spectacle of his immolated 
daughter. 

In 1852, the Mexicans changed their aristocracy of 
twenty lords, for a monarchy, and elected as their king 
Acamapitzin, who married a daughter of the lord of 
Coatlichan. The Tlatelolcos also chose a king, who 
was a son of the king of the Tepanecas. The king 
of the Tepanecas was persuaded by them to double 
the tributes of the Mejacans, and oppress them. They 
were commanded to transport to his capital, Azcapo* 
zalco, a great floating garden, producing every kind 
of vegetable known in Anahuac ; when this was done, 
the next year, another garden was required, with a 
duck and a swan in it sitting on their eggs, ready to 
batch on arriving at A^capozalco ; and then again, a 
garden was exacted from them having a live stag, 
which they were obliged to hunt in the mountains, 
among their enemies. 

Acamapitzin, the king of Mexico, reigned thirty- 
seven years, and died in 1389, and, after an interreg- 
num of four months, his son Huitzilihuitl succeeded 
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him. He requested, for a wife, one of the daughters 
of the king of Azcapozalco, on which occasion the 
ambassadors are said to have made the following 
speech : " We beseech you, with the most profound 
respect, to take compassion on our master and your 
servant, Huitzilihuitl. He is without a wife, and we 
are without a queen. Vouchsafe, Sire, to part with one 
of your jewels or most precious feathers. Give us 
one of your daughters, who may come and reign over 
us in a country which belongs to you." This request 
was granted. 

It will be recollected that the Acolhuans were under 
the government of Techotlala, son of Quinatzin. After 
a thirty years' peace, a revolt was begun by a prince 
called Tzompan, a descendant of one of the three 
original Acolhuan princes. The rebel was defeated 
and put to death. The Mexicans, in this war, were 
the allies of Techotlala, and showed great valor. 

The son of the king of the Tepanecas, Maxtlaton, 
fearing that his sister^s son by the Mexican king might 
obtain the Tepanecan crown, begaiT to oppress the 
Mexicans, and sent assassins to murder his nephew. 
The Mexicans, however, were too weak to resent this 
baseness. 

The rival Mexicans and Tlatelolcos advanced to- 
gether in wealth and power. Techotlala, the Acolhuan 
king, was succeeded by Ixtlilxochitl in 1406. The king 
of Azcapozalco, his vassal, sought to stir up rebellion, 
but he was defeated, and compelled to sue for peace. 
The same year in which this occurred, the Mexican 
king died, and his son, Chimalpopoca, was chosen his 
successor. 
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The king of the Acolhuaos, mentioned above, was 
driven from his kingdom, and both he and one of his 
grandsons were cut off by the treachery of the Tepano- 
cas. 'Die rebels, led on by their king, Tezozomoc, 
poured in, and conquered Acolhuacan. Tezozomoc 
then gave Tezcuco to the Mexican king, Chimalpo- 
poca, and other portions to the king of Tlatelolco, and 
proclaimed his own capital, Azcapozalco, the metropo- 
lis of all the kingdoms of Acolhuacan. He was a 
great tyrant, and was tormented with dreams, that the 
son of the murdered king of the Acolhuans, Nezahual- 
coyotl, transformed into an eagle, had eaten out his 
heart, or, in the shape of a lion, had sucked his blood. 
He enjoined it, therefore, on his sons, to put the prince, 
of whom he had dreamed, to death. He survived his 
dreams but a year, and died in 1422. 

He was succeeded by his son Tajatzin, but the 
throne was at once usurped by another son, Maxtlaton, 
and Tajatzin took refuge with Chimalpopoca, who ad- 
vised him to invite his brother to a feast, and murder 
him. This being overheard and told to Maxtlaton, he 
pretended not to believe it, but took the same means 
to get rid of Tajatzin. The king of Mexico declined 
the invitation, and escaped for a time ; but his wife 
baying been ravished by Maxtlaton, he resolved not 
to survive his dishonor, but to offer himself in sacrifice 
to his god, HuitzilopochtlL In the midst of the cere- 
monies, Maxtlaton burst in, took him, carried him off, 
and caged him like a criminal. 

This success excited afresh in the mind of Maxtla- 
ton the desire to get the Acolhuan prince, Nezahual- 
coyotl, into his power. He, discovering the designs 
4 
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of the tyrant, went boldly to him and told him he had 
heard that he wished his life also, and he had there- 
fore come to offer it Maxtlaton, struck by his con- 
duct, assured him he ,had no designs against him, nor 
was it his purpose to put the king of Mexico to death. 
He then gave orders that he should be hospitably en- 
tertained, and even allowed him to visit Chimalpopoca 
in prison. The Mexican king, however, soon after, 
hanged himself with his girdle ; and Nezahualcoyotl, 
suspecting the sincerity of Maxtlaton's professions, left 
the coqft. After wandering about for some time, ex- 
posed to various dangers from his inveterate foe, he 
finally took refuge among the Cholulans, who agreed 
to assist him with an army for the purpose of over- 
throwing Maxtlaton, and restoring him to the throne, 
which had been usurped by the father of the tyrant 
On the death of their king, the Mexicans raised to 
the throne Itzcoatl, a son of their first monarch, 
Acamapitzin, a brave, prudent, and just prince. This 
choice was offensive to Maxtlaton, — but to Nezahual- 
coyotl, on the contrary, it afforded the highest satisfac- 
tion. The new monarch, immediately on his eleva- 
tion to the throne, resolved to unite all his forces with 
this prince against the tyrant Maxtlaton. On a certain 
occasion, he sent an ambassador to Nezahualcoyotl, 
named Montezuma, who, with another nobleman, was 
taken captive on the way, and carried to Chalco. 
They were -then sent to the Huexotzincas to be sacri- 
ftced. This people, however, spurned the barbarous 
proposal. Maxtlaton was then informed of their cap- 
ture ; but he commanded the lord of Chalco, whom he 
called a double-minded traitor, to set them both at lib- 
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erty. Before this, however, they had escaped, hy the 
connivance of the man to whom they had heen intrust- 
ed, and returned to Mexico. Maxtlaton then made war 
against Mexico. Montezuma offered to challenge him, 
which he did hy presenting to him certain defensive 
weapons, anointing his head, and fixing feathers on it 
Maxtlaton, in turn, commissioned him in like manner 
to hear a challenge from himself to the king of Mexico. 
A terrible battle ensued ; the tyrant was defeated, his 
city taken, and himself killed, being beaten to death 
while attempting to escape. His people, the Tepanecas, 
were entirely subdued. 

The Mexican king now replaced the Acolhnan 
prince on the throne of his ancestors, and carried on 
his conquests by his general, Montezuma. On his 
death in 1436, he was succeeded by Montezuma the 
First This monarch was the greatest that ever sat 
on the throne of Mexico. He engaged in a war with 
Chalco, the king of which city had taken three Mexican 
lords, and two sons of the king of Tezcuco, put them 
to death, salted and dried their bodies, and placed them 
in his hall as supporters to torches ! Montezuma took 
the city, and executed vengeance on the barbarous 
people. He then reduced Tlatelolco, whose king had 
conspired against the late king of Mexico. He also 
subdued the Mixtecas, and thus enlarged his domin- 
ions. 

In 1457, he sent an expedition against the Cotas- 
tese, and took 6,200 prisoners, whom he sacrificed to 
his god. He also took signal vengeance again on the 
Chalchese, who had rebelled, and had sought to make 
one of his brothers king in his stead. The brother 
pretended to comply ; but moimting a seafibld which 
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he ofdesed ta he erected, uui fiaki^ a hmich of 
flowers in his hand, then ur^g his attendant Mexi* 
cans to he faithful to their king, he ^ew himaelf from 
the scaffold. Tliis enraged the Chalchese so muck 
that they put the Mexicans to death, fax wliich MoiUe* 
zamsi made war against them till he had almost extermi* 
nated them. He finally, however, proclaimed a g^ift- 
oral amnesty. He constructed a dike, nine miles kn^ 
and eleven cuhits broad, to prevent the recurrence of 
an inundation which had happened, and which was 
followed by a famine. He died in 1464. 

Montezuma the First was succeeded by Axayacati, 
who pursued the conquests 90 successfully begun by 
the late king. A war broke out between the Mexir 
cans and Tlatelolcos, which ended in the final sub» 
jection of the latter. Their king was killed, and carried 
to the Mexican monarch, who, with his own hand, cut 
(^en his breast, and tore out his heart He also 
fought the Otomies, and gained a complete victory, 
making 11,060 prisoners, among whom were three 
chiefs. He died in 1477, and was succeeded by his 
oldest brother, Tizoc, who was probably cut off by 
poison. Tizoc was succeeded by another brother, 
named Ahuitzotl, who finished the great temple begun 
by his predecessor, and, having reserved the prisoners 
taken in his wars for this purpose, he sacrificed, at iti 
dedication, as Torquemada asserts, 72,344 ; others say, 
64,060. This was in the year 1486. He carried on 
hffi conquests even as far as Guatemala, 900 miles 
south of Mexico. He was only once defeated ; this 
was in 1496, by Toltecatl, a Huexotzmcan chief. He 
died in 1502, in consequence of striking his head 
against a door. Two years previous to his deadi Uiem 
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was an inundation, which was followed by a famine, 
proceeding, it is said, from the decay of the grain. 

Ahuitzotl was succeeded by Montezuma the Second, 
a man of great bravery, and also a priest, but excessive- 
ly haughty. His coronation was attended with the 
greatest display and pomp. He lived in exceeding 
qilendor ; lords were his servants, and no one was per- 
mitted to enter his palace without putting off his shoes 
and stockings. Even the meanest utensils of his ser- 
vice were of gold plate and sea-shell. His dinner was 
carried in by 900 or 4X!fO of his young nobles, and he 
pointed with a rod to such dishes as he chose. He was 
served with water for washing by four of his most beau- 
tiful women. The vast expenses necessary to support 
such luxury displeased his subjects. He was, however, 
munificent in rewarding his generals, by which means 
he retained their services, and still further secured the 
soldiery by appointing a hospital for invalids. Unsuc- 
cessful for a time in a war with the Tlascalans, he final- 
ly took captive a brave Tlascalan general, named 
Tlahuicol, and put him into a cage. When, however, 
he gave him his liberty to return home, Tlahuicol 
wished to sacrifice himself, and perished in a gladiato- 
rial combat, after having killed eight men, and wound- 
ed twenty more. 

In his reign, the conquest of Mexico was efiected 
by Cortes. Previous to the arrival of the Spaniards, 
a vague apprehension seems to have troubled the minds 
of Montezuma and his people, respecting the downfall 
of their empire, an event which was supposed lUtewise 
to be portended by a comet. But the history of tfiis 
catastrophe must be reserved tcft another chapter. 
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CORTES. 



Mexico was first discovered by Juan de Grijalva. 
He, however, seems to have made no attempt to pen- 
etrate into the interior from the sea-coast. In 1518, 
when its conquest was undertaken by Cortes, the Mex- 
ican empire is said to have extended 230 leagues from 
east to west, and 140 from north to south. After ar- 
ranging his expedition, on the 10th of February, 1519, 
Cortes set sail from Havana, in Cuba, and landed at 
the island of Cozumel, on the coast of Yucatan. His 
whole army consisted of but 553 soldiers, 16 horse- 
men, and 110 mechanics, pilots, and mariners. Having 
released some Spanish captives whom he found there, 
he proceeded to Tabasco. Here he was attacked by 
the natives, but defeated them, and then pursued his 
course north-west to San Juan de Ulua, where he ar- 
rived on the 20th of April. 

Hardly had the Spaniards cast anchor, when they 
saw two canoes, filled with Indians, put off from the 
shore, and steer directly for the general's ship. Cortes 
received his visiters courteously, and, in exchange for 
the presents of fruit, flowers, and little ornaments of 
gold which they brought, gave them a few trinkets, of 
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European fabric, with which they seemed to be great* 
ly pleased. Through the medium of an interpreter, 
whom he chanced to have on board, a Mexican female 
slave, the celebrated Marina, he learned from the In» 
dians that they belonged to a neighbouring province 
which was subject to the emperor of Mexico, a mighty 
monarch who lived far in the interior, called Monte* 
zuma; and that they had been sent to ascertain who 
the strangers were, and what they wanted. Cortes 
replied, that he had come only with the most friendly 
purposes, and expressed a desire for an interview with 
the governor of their province. Their inquiries being 
satisfied, his guests shortly afterwards took their leave, 
and returned to the shore. 

The next morning, Cortes landed with all his troops 
and munitions of war, and immediately set to work, 
with the assistance of the natives, in erecting barracks. 
One can scarcely help being reminded, on reading the 
account of the readiness with which the simple Indians 
engaged in this object, of the fatal alacrity with which 
the Trojans are said to have received within their 
walls the wooden horse that was so soon to prove their 
ruin. 

Once on shore, Cortes informed the governor, Teuh- 
tlile, that he must go to the capital. He said that he 
came as the ambassador of a great monarch, and must 
see Montezuma himself. To this the governor replied, 
that he would send couriers to the capital, to convey 
his request to the emperor, and so soon as he had 
learned Montezuma^s will he would commimicate it to 
him. He then ordered his attendants to bring forward 
some presents which he had prepared, the richneos 
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and splendor of which only confirmed Cortes in te de« 
termination to prosecute his schemes; In tlie meas 
while, some Mexican painters who accompanied te 
goTeraor were employed in depicting the appearance 
of the Spaniards, their ships and horses ; and Cortes, 
to render the intelligence to be tlras conveyed to the 
emperor more striking, arrayed hie horsemen, com- 
manded his tntmpets to sound, and the gnns to be 
fired, by which display the Mexicans were deeply im- 
pressed witii the idea of the gn^tness of the Spaniards* 

Couriers, stationed in relays along die whole line of 
tile distance, in a day or two informed Montezuma of 
these things, though it was 180 miles to the capital. 
The monarch, who, in the midst of his fears, seems 
to have summoned somewhat more resolution, com- 
manded Cortes to leave his dominions* He likewise 
sent him more presents; fine cotton stuffs resemWing 
silk, pictures, gold and silver plates representing the 
sun and moon, bracelets, and other costly things. 
Cortes, however, still persisted in his purpose ; on hear- 
ing which, the Mexican ambsissadors turned away with 
surprise and resentment, and all the natives deserted 
the camp of the Spaniards, nor came any more to 
trade ^vith them. Cortes, already threatened with a 
mutiny among his soldiers, evidently felt his situatipn 
to be critical, but he nevertheless went on to found a 
city, and establish a government for his ccJony. 

In this juncture of his afllkirs, he was visited by some 
people from Cempoalla and Chiahuitztia, two small 
cities or villages tributary to Montezuma. With the 
caciques of these places he formed a treaty of alli- 
ance, and agreed to protect them agsdnst Montezuma. 
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Eiiicouittged l^ his prdmtses, &ey went so &f as to 
insult the Mexican power, of which they had before 
stood in the greatest dread. Having secured their sub* 
muimoa, Cortes, to take away all hope of a return to 
Cuba, and inspii^ his soldiers with a desperate courage, 
burned his fleet ; and, leaving a ganison in hi» new 
city, callied Vera Cruz, he set out for the capital of the 
Mexican empii^e with 400 in&ntry, 15 horsemen, and 
seven field-pbces, having also been furnished by die 
Cempoallans with 1300 watriors and 1000 tamanes^ 
or men of burden, to carry tl^ baggage^ 

On the route to Mexico lay the little republic of 
Tlascala, and between these two powers there had ex- 
isted for a long period an inextinguishable feud. On 
arriving near the confines of tKe republic, therefore, 
Cort6s sent forward an embassy of Cempoallans in- 
viting the Tlascalans to an alliance, and requesting, 
that, at least, he might be allowed to pass through 
their territories. The senate was immediately con- 
vened to decide upon this application. Maxicatzin, one 
of the oldest of the senators, alluded to a tradition re- 
i^>ecting the coming of white men, and favored the 
request. He was opposed by Xicotencatl, who sought 
to prove that the Spaniards wei? magicians, and as* 
serted, as they had pulled down the images in Gem* 
poalla, that the gods would be against them. They 
resolved therefore on war ; seized the ambassadora, 
and placed them in confinement 

Their plans were well laid, lliey prepared an am- 
bush, allowed Cortes to pass the frontier^ and th^o, afV 
ter a little skirmishing, suddenly fell upon him with an 
overwhelming force, whioh to the astonished view of 
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the Spaniards appeared to number 100,000 men. Not- 
withstanding the immense odds opposed to them, the 
Spaniards bravely maintained their ground; and at 
length, aAer a desperate conflict, the Tlascalans, daunt* 
ed by the horses aiul the fire-arms of tlie Spaniards, to 
which they were unaccustomed, and disheartened by 
the havoc they sustained in this to them novel species 
of warfare, retreated. Among the slain were eight of 
their principal chiefs. On the side of the Spaniards 
the loss was inconsiderable. 

Thinking that this experience of the prowess of the 
Spaniards might have wrought a change in the dispo- 
sition of the Tlascalans towards him, Cortes now de- 
termined to send an embassy to their camp with over- 
tures of peace. The proposals were promptly reject- 
ed, and a lAessage of defiance was returned from the 
Tlascalan general. The next day another battle fol- 
lowed, the odds being even greater than in the former 
engagement; but Spanish prowess, aided by dissen- 
sions in the Tlascalan camp, again proved victorious. 

The Tlascalans, thus repulsed, were assured by their 
priests, that their enemies, being children of the sun, 
received strength from his beams by day, and there- 
fore must be attacked in the night ; and that, being with- 
drawn from his rays, their vigor declined, and they 
faded and became like other men. A renewed trial, 
however, proved the falsity of this assertion, and, 
after desperate efibrts against the invading foe, the 
Tlascalans were compelled to sue for peace. A treaty 
of alliance was formed for mutual protection, and 
Cortes and his troops were received, as beings of a 
superior order, into the city of Tiascala. 
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After recruiting himself for twenty days at Tlascala, 
during which time Cortes sought to gain all the infer- 
mation he could respecting the condition of the Mexican 
empire, he prepared to resume his march. During his 
stay, the Tlascalans yielded readily to all his requests 
and commands, except the one by which they were re- 
quired to dethrone their own gods, and substitute the ob- 
jects of the Spaniards' worship. Cort6s, indignant at their 
refusal, was going to effect his object by force, had he 
not been restrained by the prudence of his chaplain, 
Comedo, who represented to him the danger of such an 
attempt. The Tlascalans, therefore, were left to their 
own religious rites and objects of worship. 

Ck>rtes, accompanied by 6,000 of them, now directed 
his course towards Cholula. This place was only six 
leagues distant from Tlascala, was formerly an inde- 
pendent state, and had been but lately subjected to the 
Mexican empire. It was considered by all the people 
around as a peculiarly holy place, the sanctuary or 
principal seat of their gods, to which pilgrimages were 
made, and in whose temple even more human victims 
were sacrificed than in that of Mexico. Montezuma pro- 
fessed now to be willing to receive Cortes in his capital. 
He had, however, laid a deep plot for the extermination 
<^ his enemies. They were to be received into Cholula 
under the mask of friendship, and, when not expecting 
it, a vigorous onset was to be made on them from every 
quarter, while, by means of pits dug, and barricades 
erected, and large collections of stones on the tops of 
the temples, their retreat would be cut off, and their 
ruin completed. Cortes was fcwrewamed of the treach- 
ery, and took decisdve measures to defeat the project 



,y Google 



60 KBXIOO, FBOS TBB ABBITAL OT OeVtis. 

He arrested some of their chief priests, and thve ob- 
tained a confession of the meditated crime, drew up haa 
troops, seized the magistrates and chief citizens, and, 
on a preconcerted signal, both the Spaniards and T]»a* 
calans poured upon the multitude, who were so amazed, 
that they were unable to offer any resistance. The 
streets were filled with blood and carnage. The tem- 
ples were set on fire, and many of the priests and 
chiefs perished in the flames. More than 6,000 Cko« 
lulans are said to have fallen in the massacre, without 
the loss of a single Spaniard. The magistrates wero 
Mien released, and commanded to recall the people, 
who had, in the mean time, fled in every direction. 
After so terrible a lesson, they dared not disobey the 
command of one who seemed to them of a character 
something more than human, and the city was soon 
filled again with those who yielded their service to 
the very men who had so mercilessly butchered tiieir 
friends and relatives. 

Cholula was but twenty leagues from Mexico, and 
Cortes, on his march, was everywhere hailed as a de« 
liverer, who came to free the people from the q>- 
pression of the Mexican yoke. Complaints were made 
of Montezuma and his governors, and Cortes was en- 
couraged in the belief of the ultimate success of his 
enterprise against so mighty a monarchy. Without 
entering into the details of his march, it is enough to 
say, that, on crossing the Sierra of Ahualco, the valley 
of Mexico lay outstretched below, and the city, the 
object of his schemes, with its temples, and walls, and 
palaces, was in full view before him. 

While the Spanish adventurer became more bold as 
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he proceeded, the Mexican monarch, on the other hand, 
aeems to have grown more irresolute and timid. The 
lapid march of the new enemy, the success which 
had crowned his arms, his sagacity in detecting the 
plans for his defeat, — all these things, combined with 
the traditions to which allusion has been made, seem 
to have withheld Montezuma from that wise and valiant 
Oourse which might have been expected from the 
descendant of a long line of brave men. Had Mon- 
tezuma the First been in his place, as the adversary 
with whom Cortes was to contend, the result might 
have been different. 

Ais the Spaniards approached Mexico, they were met 
hy 1,000 persons of high rank adorned with plumes 
and clothed in fine cotton mantles. These saluted 
Cortes after the manner of their country, and an- 
aounced the approach of Montezuma. Next came 
two hundred persons dressed alike, with large plumes, 
marching two and two, in deep silence, and barefooted, 
with their eyes fixed on the ground. Then came a 
company of still higher rank in their most costly and 
^lendid attire, in the midst of whom was Montezuma, 
borne on the shoulders of four of his principal favorites, 
while oAers supported a canopy of curious workman- 
thip above his head. Before him marched three offi- 
cers, bearing rods of gold, which they lifted up on high 
at certain intervals, as a signal for the people to bow 
and hide their faces, as unworthy to look on so glorious 
a monarch. As he drew near, Cortes dismounted, and 
respectfully advanced to meet him. Montezuma like- 
wise alighted, the ground being covered with cotton 
cloths, and, leaning on the arm of an attendant, pro- 
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ceeded at a slow pace. For the first time, the invader 
and the monarch stood face to face. They made their 
salutations, Cort^ after the European fashion, and the 
Mexican by touching the earth with his hand, and kiss- 
ing it. This condescension in so mighty a monarch 
only tended to confirm his people in their belief, that 
the Spaniards belonged to a superior race ; and, as 
they passed along, these latter heard themselves often 
called Tetdes^ or gods. 

This interview had no decisive results. Montezuma 
conducted Cortes to the quarters he had prepared for 
him, being a palace built by his father ; he then lefl 
him, saying, "You are now with your brothers, in 
your own house ; refresh yourself after your fatigue, 
and be happy till I return.'* In the evening he re- 
turned, loaded with rich presents to all. Cortes was 
now informed that the Mexicans were convinced, from 
what they had seen and heard, that the Spcmiards were 
the very persons predicted by the Mexican traditions, 
and therefore they were received, not as strangers, but 
as relations of the same blood and parentage. Monte- 
zuma also recognized him as entitled to command, and 
assured him that he and his subjects would be ready 
to comply with his will and to anticipate his wishes. 
This impression Cortes sought to confirm still more, 
while at the same time he treated him with the respect 
due to the dignity of the sovereign. He had also a 
public audience with the monarch, and then spent 
three days in viewmg the city. 

The city of Mexico was situated on a large plain 
surrounded by mountains, the moisture of which col- 
lected in several lakes. The two largest of these were 
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sixty or seventy miles in circuit, and comraunioated 
with each other. Mexico was built, as has been before 
said, on some small islands in one of these lakes. The 
access to it was by causeways or dikes of stc»ite mod 
earth, forty feet broad. As the water overflowed the fiat 
country, these causeways were somewhat long. That 
of Tacuba, on the west, extended a mile and a half; 
Ifeat of Tepejacac, on the north, three miles ; and ths^ 
of Iztapalapan on the south, seven miles. The east sade 
g£ the city could only be approached by canoes. Each 
causeway had openings for the passage of the water, 
over which were thrown bridges of timber and eartk 
Many of the buildings, as the temples, palaces, and 
houses of the rich and the nobles, were lai^; bul 
there was also a great number of poor huts. The 
great square, or market of Tltftelolco, was of vast ex- 
tent, and would hold 40,000 or 50,000 persons. The 
city contained 300,000 inhabitants, at least, and some 
writers eussert that there were mcmy more. 

The Spaniards soon began to feel uneasy, and to 
expect treachery on the part of Montezuma; which 
suspicions seemed to be confirmed by the information, 
that two soldiers belonging to the garrison at Vera Cruz 
had been treacherously murdered by Quauhpopoca, a 
Mexican chief, governor of a neighbouring province, 
instigated, it was believed, by Montezuma ; and that, 
in an expedition subsequently undertaken by the com- 
mandant of the garrison for the purpose of avengii^ 
this act, this officer, with seven or eight soldiers, had 
been skin. One Spaniard had also been taken pris- 
<Hier, and his head cut off and carried in triumph 
through difibrent cities, to show tiiat the invaders were 
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not invincible. The ohami was now broken, and Coiw 
tSs felt that nothing but the most desperate measures 
would save his enterprise from ruin. He therefore 
seized Montezuma in his pcdace, and burned him 
away to die Spanish quarters. 

The manner in which this was effected shows Ae 
power he had gained over the monarch and his people* 
Admitted to his presence, the Mexicans having retired 
from respect, Cortes reproached the monarch with tha 
conduct of Quauhpopoca, and demanded that Monte* 
zuma himself should become a hostage for the fulfill 
ment of an order for his arrest The hau^ty Meifi^ 
<mn, surprised as he was, indignantly replied, that this 
was contrary to all custom, and that his subjects would 
never suffer such an affront to be offered to their 80V« 
ereign ; but, seized with dread at the threatening laon 
guage and gestures of one of the cavaliers who attended 
Cortes, he finally yielded to the daring invader of hip 
kingdom and authority. Conducted to the Spanish 
quarters, he received his o^ers, and issued his orders^ 
to usual, but was carefully watched 1^ the Spaniards. 

Quauhpopoca, his son, and fifleen of his princvr 
pal officers, were brought to the capital and de- 
livered up to the Spaniards, and, not denying their 
guilt, they were condemned to be burnt i^live. The 
Mexicans gazed in silence on these insults offered their 
monarch, who is said to have been even put in fetters 
by Cdrt^s, as a punishment for his treachery. The 
daring adventurer had now so quelled the spirit of 
Montezuma, that he became himself the virtual sov^ 
leign of the realm. He displaced and appointed o£|- 
cers as he chose ; sent out Spaniards t9 surv^ il99 
5 
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country, and selected stations for colonies, and by ya^ 
rious means sought to prepare the minds of this un- 
fortunate people for the Spanish yoke. 

To secure the command of the lake, he excited the 
curiosity of Montezuma to see some of those moving 
palaces which could pass through the water without 
oars. Naval equipments were brought from Vera Cruz 
by the aid of tiie Mexicans, and others of them were 
employed in cutting down timber for the construction 
of two brigantines. Cortes still further urged on Mon- 
tezuma to own himself the vassal of the king of Cas- 
tile, and to pay him an annual tribute. With tears 
and groans, broken in spirit, the Mexican monarch 
obeyed the humiliating requisition, while the indig- 
nant people by their murmurs showed how deeply 
they felt the degradation inflicted on the empire. Im- 
mense treasures were lavished on the Spaniards, and, 
when Montezuma refused utterly to change his re- 
ligion, they became at last so daring, as to attempt to 
throw down the idols by force from the great temple. 
The priests then rallying to defend them, Cortes pru- 
dently desisted from his undertaking. 

This insult to their deities, roused at last the spirit of 
the people, who had hitherto submitted to the exactions 
of their conquerors and the indignities heaped on them- 
selves and their monarch. They determined either to 
expel or destroy the Spaniards, and nothing but the 
captive condition of their monarch, and his danger, 
prevented an outbreak. After many consultations be- 
tween Montezuma and his priests and officers, Cort& 
was decidedly told, that, as he had finished his em- 
bassy, the gods had signified it as their desire, that he 
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and his band should leave the realm, or sudden de- 
struction would fall on them. Temporizing and affect- 
ing to comply, the wily Spaniard informed Montezuma 
that he must have time to rebuild his vessels. To so 
reasonable a request no objection could be urged ; 
and Mexicans were sent to Vera Cruz to aid in the 
prosecution of this labor, while the Spanish carpenters 
were to superintend the work. 

In consequence of the arrival of an armament from 
Cuba against him, Cortes was forced to leave an offi- 
cer with 150 men at Mexico, and hasten towards Vera 
Cruz. He met the advancing foe and defeated them, 
received the soldiery thus conquered into his own 
ranks, and hurried back again to the Mexican capital. 
During his absence, infuriated by a wanton massacre 
committed upon their nobles by the Spanish command- 
ant, Alvarad'o, the Mexicans had risen, attacked the 
garrison, killed and wounded some of the men, and 
burned the brigantines, so that the Spaniards, now 
closely invested in their own quarters, were threatened 
with famine or by the fury of the people, by whom 
they were continually attacked. On his return, Cortes 
found that the disaffection was widely spread, and he 
was welcomed by none of the towns on his route, ex- 
cept Tlascala. 

On his arrival in Mexico, Montezuma, who still re- 
mained a prisoner in the Spanish quarters, came to 
welcome him ; but Cortes received him so coldly that 
the emperpr soon retired. Earnestly desirous, how- 
ever, of vindicating himself from the imputation of 
having been accessory to the assault on the garrison, 
he soon afler sent some of his attendants to solicit an 
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interview with the Spanish geDeval. Irritated by tho 
continued demonstrations of hostility on the part of the 
people, Cortes now threw off all restraint, and treated 
the message with the utmost contumely, exclaiming« 
*' What have I to do with this dog of a king ? *' Tl» 
nobles, swelling with indignation, withdrew. 

Meanwhile the pec^le of the city were busUy en 
gaged in preparing for a yigorous aasauU on the Spanp 
ish quarters. Cortes liad just despatched a mesaengei 
to Vera Cruz, to announce his safe arrival in the c«{d* 
ial, and his confident expectation of a speedy sub* 
mission on the part of the rebels, as he termed them, 
when suddenly the din of war rose on the air, and hb 
piessenger, who had been gone scarcely half an houTf 
returned in breathless haste with the intelligence thai 
the city was all in arms. The appalling tidings were 
speedily confirmed, by tlie appearance of the furious 
populace rushing on through every avenue towards the 
fortress, as if determined to carry it by storm* The 
conflict was fierce and obstinate. Nothing daunted by 
the storm of iron hail poured in upon their defenceless 
bodies from the Spanish ordnance, which stretched 
them on the ground by hundreds, they pressed on up 
to the very muzzles of the guns. Eepulsed on om 
quarter, they turned with undiminished fuiy to aQoth« 
er, — striving, now, to scale the parapet, now to force 
the gates, and now to undermine or open a breach m 
the walls, — and finally endeavourmg to fire the edi- 
fice by shooting burning arrows into it In this last 
they were partially successful ; but the approach of 
aight at length caused them to retire. 

On the following day the Mexicans prepared to i^ 
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mtw die attack ; but Coart^ resolved to anticipate it lnj 
a sortie. Accordingly he sallied out at the head of his 
cavalry, supported by the infantry and his Tlascalan al- 
fies. The Mexicans fled in disorder ; but soon rallying 
behind a barricade which they had thrown up across 
the street, they began to pour in volleys of missiles 
upon the Spaniards, which served in a degree to check 
their career. With the aid of his field pieces, however, 
Cortes speedily cleared away the barricade, when the 
Mexicans again turned and fled. But now, as the 
Spaniards continued to advance, the enemy had re- 
course to a new mode of annoyance. Mounting to the 
roofs of the houses, they hurled down large stones upon 
the heads of the cavaliers with a force which would 
often tumble them from their saddles. Unable to pro*> 
tect themselves against this species of missiles, Cortes 
ordered the buildings to be set on fire, and in tfiis 
manner seveml hundred houses were destroyed. The 
Spaniards were now victorious at every point; at 
length, sated with slaughter, and perceiving that the 
day was beginning to decline, Cortes withdrew his 
troops to their quarters. 

The Mexicans, however, were determined to allow 
the hated strangers no rest. Although, conformably to 
the usage of tfieir nation, they made no attempt to re- 
new the combat during the night, they nevertheless 
bivouacked around the fortress, and disturbed the slum* 
bers of their enemy by insulting taunts and menaces, 
which indicated but too clearly that their ferocity was 
in no degree subdued by the terrible havoc dealt out 
to them during the two preceding days. 
In the hope of influencing the Mexicans, Cort^ now 
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brought out Montezuma to command them to cease from 
hostilities. At the sight of their venerated sovereign 
in his royal robes, they dropped their weapons, and 
silently bowed their heads in prostration to the ground. 
Obeying Cortes's directions, he addressed them, and 
plied them with arguments to urge them to peace. 
When he ceased, sullen murmurs cmd indignant re- 
proaches ran through the ranks, and, in a rage, deem- 
ing their sovereign only the supple instrument of their 
foe, flights of arrows and volleys of stones were poured 
forth on the ramparts where he stood, so that, before 
he could be protected, Montezuma fell, wounded by 
the hand of one of his own subjects. Horror-struck, 
thie Mexicans fled ; while Montezuma, disdaining to live 
after this degradation, died in the Spanish quarters. 
Cortes, knowing that afl&irs had arrived at the great- 
est extremity, now prepared for his retreat, which he 
was not, however, sufiered to effect, till after long and 
bloody conflicts, in one of which his own life was en- 
dangered by the devotion of two young Mexicans, who 
seized on him and hurried him to the edge of the plat- 
form of the temple, intending to cast him and them- 
selves down, that they all might be dashed in pieces. 
Many of his soldiers were driven into the lake, and 
there perished ; others were killed, and others still were 
taken prisoners. He lost, it is said, more than half 
his army, escaping with only about 400 foot soldiers and 
twenty horsemen, with which force he broke through 
the multitudes by whom he was everywhere hemmed 
in. He lost also his artillery, baggage, and ammuni- 
tion; besides 4,000 Tlascalans who were killed and 
taken prisoners, which latter the Mexicans sacnflced 
to their gods. 
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The retreat continued for six days, during which 
time Cortes and his soldiers were forced to feed on 
berries, roots, and stalks of green maize. On the 
seventh day, they reached Otumba, on the route from 
Mexico to Tlascala, the point towards which he was 
directing his course. The Mexicans, as he advanced, 
hung on his rear, exclaiming, exultingly, " Go on, rob* 
bers I go where you shall quickly meet the vengeance 
due to your crimes ! " On reaching the summit of tho 
mountain range, they understood too well the meaning 
of this threat ; for the whole wide plain below them 
in front was covered with a vast army, drawn up in 
battle array. The Mexicans, leaving the smaller por- 
tion of their force to pursue the flying enemy on one 
side of the lake, had gathered the main body of their 
army on the other side, and, marching forward, posted 
it in the plain of Otumba. 

Cort^, without a mementos hesitation, lest the sight 
of such vast numbers might strike his troops with 
dismay, led them on to the charge ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the fortitude of the Mexicans, succeeded in pene- 
trating their dense battalions. But, as one quarter 
gave way, the Mexicans rallied on another, and con- 
tinued to pour upon the foe in such numbep, that, 
but for a fortunate event which turned the tide of 
battle, the Spaniards must have been overpowered 
from exhaustion. CJort^s, availing himself of the 
knowledge which his stay at Mexico had enabled him 
to gain, directed his efforts against the quarter where 
the standard was carried before the Mexican general, 
assured, that, by the capture of this, he could throw the 
whole Mexican army into confusion. 
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The event justified kis expectation; for when, in 
spke of the resistance of the nobles, he killed tho 
Mexican general, and seized on the standard, the 
whole Mexican army^ panic*8lrttck, threw down their 
weapons and fled to the mountains. The spoils of thd 
field in some degree compensated the Spamiards for 
Uie losses they had sustained in their retreat from the 
d^ital. Pursuing their march without further molesta- 
tion from the enemy, they shortly afterwards reached 
Tlascala, where they were received with the greatest 
kindness by their faithful allies. Here Cortes remained, 
raising recruits, and forming liew plans for the subju- 
gation of the empire. 

The Mexicans, cm the death of Montezuma, had 
ndsed to the throne his brother, Cuitlahua, who showed 
himself worthy of the choice. After expelling Cortes 
from the capital, he repaired the fortifications, provided 
' magazines, caused long spears to be made, headed with 
the swords and daggers taken from the Spaniards, 
gathered the people from the provinces, and exhorted 
them to prove faithful. He also sent embassies to 
Tlascala, to persuade that people to break ofT their 
alliance with men who were the avowed enemies of 
the gods, and who would assuredly impose on them the 
yoke of bondage. It was no easy matter for Cortes to 
withstand the influence of such reasonable sugge^ 
tions on the minds of the Tlascalans ; and had he not 
been on the spot, their fidelity might perhaps have wa^ 
rered. 

But, while Cuitlahua was thus plannmg the d^ 
fence of his kingdom, and performing the part of a 
wise and valiant prince, he was attacked by the small- 
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fdXi a disease introduced, it it said, by the Spaniards, 
and fell a victim to this scourge of the natives of the 
New World. He was succeeded by his nepfiew, Gna* 
temosin, a young man of great ability and valor. 

In the meaa time, Cort^ was busily employed in 
making arrangements for the renewal of operations 
against Mexico. Beififorcements of troops, arms, and 
ammunition came in fVom vaiious quarters. The strong- 
holds on the Mexiean frontier were reduced, and tho 
people of the surrounding country^ who had made 
demonstrations of hostility, were summarily chastised 
and subdued. Cortes likewise gave orders for the con* 
structiofi of thirteen briganthies at Tlascala, which, 
when finished, might be taken to pieces and transport* 
, ed to Mexico, to be employed in the siege of the city^ 
- His arrangements being now completed, on the B4th 
of Deeember, 1520, Cott^^s set forward on his mardu 
C^ reentering the Mexican territories, he found that 
various preparations had been made to oppose hinu 
He, however^ forced his way, and took possession of 
Tezcueo, the second city of the empire, situated on 
the lake about twenty miles from Mexico. Fixing hia 
headquarters here, he now occupied himself in the 
subjugation of the towns around bordering on the loke^ 
By treating the inhabitants kindly, he won them to 
himself, and, as they had been originally independent, 
and were reduced by the Mexican power, he promised 
diem a restoration to their former privileges, sulijeet 
only to the sway of the king of Castile. In this man* 
ner, the Mexican monarch and those who remained 
fiadthful to him became more and more limited in their 
tesources, while Cortes was gaining additional streng^ 
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Having finally completed the preparation of the ma- 
terials for his brigantines, he sent a strong convoy to 
transport them to Tezcuco. The Tlascalans furnished 
him 8,000 tamanes^ or carriers, and appointed 15,000 
warriors to accompany the Spanish troops. The mate- 
rials were carried sixty miles across the mountains, 
and finally reached Tezcuco in safety. 

A new reinforcement of soldiers, with horses, bat- 
tering cannon, and ammunition, now also joined him 
from Hispaniola, whither he had sent to raise recruits. 
The brigantines were soon finished ; for the purpose 
of floating them into the lake, a canal, two miles long, 
was made by deepening a small rivulet, and amid 
shouts, fixing of cannon, and religious ceremonies, they 
were launched. 

The force, destined for this final attack on Mexico, 
amounted to 86 horsemen and 818 foot-soldiers, of 
whom 1 18 were armed with muskets or crossbows ; 
a train of artillery of three battering cannon, and fif- 
teen field pieces. Each brigantine was manned by 
twenty-five Spaniards, and bore one of the small can- 
non. These Cortes commcuided in person. The points 
selected for the attack were, from Tepejacac on the 
north side of the lake, from Tacuba on the west, and 
Cojohuacan towards the south, corresponding to the 
causeways which have been heretofore mentioned. 
By cutting off the aqueducts, the inhabitants were 
reduced to great distress ; and the efibrts of the Mexi- 
cans to destroy the fleet were entirely unsuccessful. 

Cortes, now master of the lake, pushed on his attack 
from all points, broke down the kirricades, forced his 
way over the trenches, and sought to penetrate into 
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the heart of the city. The Mexicans, though losing • 
ground every day, repaired the breaches by night, la- 
boring with incredible effort to recover their posts. 
With his small force, the Spaniard dared not attempt 
a lodgment where he might be hemmed in by num- 
bers, and thus defeated. Finally, however, his troops, 
by the most desperate assaults, penetrated into the 
city ; a success which was shortly turned into a disas- 
trous and nearly fatal defeat, in consequence of the 
commander of one of the divisions, Juan de Alderete, 
neglecting his instructions to fill up the canals and 
gaps in the causeways, as he proceeded, in order to 
secure the means of retreat. 

Guatemozin, hearing of this, with great presence of 
mind, directed the Mexicans to retire, thus drawing 
forward the imwary Spaniards ; while chosen bodies 
of troops were judiciously posted in various places to 
act when needed. The Spaniards eagerly pressed 
on, till, at the signal, a stroke of the great drum 
m the temple of the war-god, the Mexicans poured 
upon them with the utmost fury, and driving them 
on to the causeway, horsemen, foot, cmd Tlascalans 
plunged into the gap, and CJort^s was unable to rally 
them. The rout became general, and he himself 
was wounded, and with difficulty saved from being led 
off captive by the Mexicans. Besides those who per- 
ished in the conflict, above sixty Spaniards fell into 
the hands of the victors. These, as night drew on, 
illuminated their city, and compelled their captives^ 
to dance before the image of the war-god. They then 
sacrificed them, their shrieks reaching the ears of their 
companions, who were unable to render them any 
assistance. 
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The priests now declared their god to be so pio* 
pitiated by the sacrifices which had been offered upon 
his ahar, that in eight days their enemies should be 
destroyed, and peace and prosperity restored. The 
effect of this confident prediction was such, that the 
Indian allies of Corl^s abandoned him, and even the 
Tlascalans, hitherto faithful, also deserted him. 

In this trying emergency, the Spaniards remained 
true to their commander. At length, the eight days, 
prescribed by the priests, having expired, and their pre- 
diction proving false, the superstitious allies of Cortes, 
believing that the gods, who had deceived the Mexi*- 
cans, had. abandoned them, returned. Cortes now 
prosecuted the siege with renewed vigor. The Mexi- 
cans, as before, disputed 6very inch of ground with ia- 
eredible bravery. Still Cortes gradually advanced bis 
lines in various quarters, and, giving up his former 
cherished purpose of sparing the city, as fast as any 
portion was gained, it was levelled to the ground, and 
fhe materials were used for filling up the canals. 

This course hemmed in the Mexicans more and 
more closely. Famine and disease, too, made their 
appearance in the devoted city. Their provisions were 
exhausted, and their supplies of water were cut ofll 
Still, Guatemozin remained firm, rejecting all the over- 
tures of Cortes, and determined to die rather than to 
yield to the oppressors of his country. At length the 
Spaniards penetrated to the great square in the centre 
of the city. Three quarters of the whole place were 
now in ruins ; and the remainder was so closely invest- 
ed, that it could not long hold out. 

The Meidcans finally prevailed upon Guatemozin to 
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attempt an escape to the remoter provinceSf where he 
might still he able to carry on a struggle with the in« 
vaders. To deceive Cort^, they proposed terms of 
submission. The general, however, became aware ot 
their object, and gave strict injunctions to his officers 
to watch every motion of the enemy. The com- 
mander of one of the brigantines, perceiving at one 
time seveml canoes rowing across the lake with the 
greatest rapidity, gave the signal to make chase* 
On being overtaken, and seeing preparations making 
to fire on one of the canoes, all the rowers dropped 
their oars, threw down their arms, and besought the 
officer commanding the brigantine not to fire, as their 
king was among them. 

Guatemozin immediately gave himself up, only re* 
questing that no insult mi^t be c^ered to his wife and 
children. When brought before Cortes, the Mexican 
chief, with great dignity, said : '^ I have done what 
became a monarch. I have defended my people to 
the last I have nothing now to do but to die. Take 
this dagger,^^ laying his hand on one worn by Cortes, 
^ plant it in my breast, and put an end to a U£e whioh 
can no longer be useful.^' 

As soon as the capture of Guatemozin was known, 
all resistance ceased, and the city, as much of it as 
remained, was taken possession of by the Spaniards* 
The Mexicans had endured the siege for nearly &ree 
months, during most of which time, attack and defened 
were carried on with almost uninterrupted efibrt. The 
fatal mistake of the Mexicans was in allowing Cort^ 
a second time to enter their city, when the officer he 
had led in charge was so hemmed in, that he md Ui 
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troops must soon have perished by famine. SUll, the 
final conquest is, no doubt, in a great degree to be 
attributed to the great disparity of arms, and the wis- 
dom of Cortes in enlisting the superstition of the 
Tiascalans and their enmity to the Mexicans on his 
side, and thus securing them as allies. 

Guatemozin, while a captive, bore his sufferings 
with dignity, and when subjected with one of his min- 
isters to torture, to make him reveal the place where 
his treasures were concealed, -he said to his fellow- 
suflferer, who, overcome by anguish, was groaning 
aloud, — " Am I, then, taking my pleasure, or'enjoying 
a bath ? " The favorite, stung by the reproach, 
suffered in silence till he expired. The royal victim 
was taken by Cortes from this scene of torture and 
indignity only to be subjected to further sufferings. 

The extensive provinces of the empire readily sub- 
mitted, on gleaming the fall of the capital. Still, the 
Spaniards did not maintain their sway without effort 
The Mexicans, from time to time, sought to assert 
their rights ; and their oppressors, considering them 
as slaves, punished them in the most ignominious and 
cruel manner. In Panuco, a part of the ancient em- 
pire, 400 nobles, who were concerned in an insurrec- 
tion, were burned to death. On the mere suspicion 
of a design to shake off the yoke and excite his former 
subjects to revolt, Cortes ordered Guatemozin to be 
hung, together with the cacique of Tacuba. The poor 
inhabitants were everywhere reduced to bondage, and 
forced to live under the galling yoke of their op- 
pressors. The Spaniards revelled in the luxuries 
and splendors of this ancient empire, while the de- 
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flcendants of kings and caciques were their vassals and 
slaves. 

The hardships the people endured, while following 
tiieir conquerors in their various military expeditions, 
the attacks of disease, and other causes, swept off num- 
bers of the original population. After mining was 
introduced, they were driven to the mines to procure 
treasures for their oppressors. Some of them have 
since intermarried with the whites, and thus a mixed 
race has been introduced. A portion have embraced 
the Roman Catholic religion, and have been indebted 
to the ecclesiastics for some amelioration of their su& 
ferings. 

At present, it is computed that of about 8,000,000 
of inhabitants, of which the republic of Mexico is com- 
posed, nearly two fifths are of pure native blood. They 
are said to be grave and melancholy, having a taste 
for music, great talent for drawing, being skilful in 
modelling in wood or wax, and having a great passion 
for flowers. As a class, though gentle, they are poor 
and miserable, yet live to a great age, sometimes even 
to a hundred years. They are still much oppressed, and, 
though having the nominal rights of citizens, they are 
often kept as laborers for years against their will. By 
tempting their appetite, they are brought in debt, and 
then, when they have nothing to pay the creditor, be 
assumes the right of a master. They are allotted 
magistrates of their own race, but their caciques, de- 
graded themselves, take every opportunity of oppress- 
ing those beneath them. 
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Not many years after the conquest of Afexico, a 
mmilar enterprise was undertaken, which resulted in 
the overthrow and subjugation of a people resemhliiig 
the Mexicans, in their comparative advancefnent in 
civilization, and in the extent and riches of their em* 
pire. Peru is situated on the western coast of 4Soutk 
America, and the empire of its flovereigns then fX^ 
tended, from north to south, above 1,500 miles oo tbe 
Pacific Ocean. Its breadth was limited l^ the nuage 
of the mighty Andes, and thereftnre varied in di^ieat 
parts of its extent* This vast territory was originally 
peopled by independent tribes, characterized hy difi6^ 
ent manners and forms of policy. Aco<»rding to the 
Peruvian traditions, their modes of life were not superior 
to those of the most uncivilized savages. They roamed 
naked Uirough the forests, without any fixed habitatio»i, 
living more like wild bea^ than men. 

For several ages, the traditicm declares that ibef 
made little or no advances towards improvement, fiH 
during hardships and privations of all kinds, till then 
suddenly appeared, on the banks of the Lake Titicaca, 
a man and woman of majestic form, and clothed in 



,y Google 



TnS EMPIRE OF THE INCAS. 81 

decent garments. These persons called themselves 
Children of the Sun, and asserted that they were sent 
by that benignant deity to instruct those who were the 
objects of his pity, and thus to improve their condition 
and render them happier. The names of these per- 
sons, as given, were Manco Capac and Mama Oello. 
The motives they addressed to the poor savages, to 
induce them to quit their barbarous mode of life, seem 
to have been effectual, and, by their persuasions, these 
scattered people were some of them united together, 
and obeying the supposed divine mandate, they fol- 
lowed the strangers to Cuzco, where they settled, and 
commenced the building of a city. 

These extraordinary individuals thus laid the foun- 
dation of the great empire, over which their descendants 
afterwards reigned for several generations. Manco 
Capac taught the men how to till the ground, and va- 
rious arts by which their comforts might be increased, 
while Mama Oello, at the same time, showed the 
Women how to weave and spin. Having thus con- 
vinced them of their interest in their welfare, and pro- 
vided them with food, clothing, and suitable abodes, 
Manco Capac enacted various laws, and introduced 
different institutions, by which the people might be ce- 
mented together as a nation of established character. 
He prescribed to them such regulations as might gov- 
ern them both in public and private life ; defined the 
'relations of all, and constituted such offices, and ap- 
pointed such persons to fill them, as comported with his 
design of founding a perpetual and well governed state. 

This new kingdom was called the Empire of the 
Ineas. At first, the territory of Manco Capac did not 
6 
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^cteod more than twenty or thirty miles round Cubco. 
He exercised, however, absolute authority, to which 
the people rendered a willing obedience. His memo- 
ry was not merely cherished in after ages as the 
founder of their nation, but as a true benefactor. If 
this tradition be admitted to be founded on the truth, 
it forms an interesting subject of inquiry, who these 
extraordinary personages were, and from what part of 
the world they probably came.* 

The successors of Manco Capac followed his ex- 
ample, gradually extending their dominions, and, with 
this enlargement of territory, rendering their authority 
yet more and more absolute. In time, they were re- 
garded, not only as sovereigns and descendants, of 
the founder of the empire, but they were adored as 
divinities. Their blood was considered sacred, and by 
forbidding their posterity to intermarry with the people 
they continued to preserve their own race and rank 
pure from all others. This peculiar family, thus set 
apart as a royal or noble race, were also distinguished 
from all the rest of the nation by a certain garb and 
ornaments, which it was unlawful for any of the lower 
ranks to assume. The monarch himself appeared with 
the ensigns which he alone might wear, and was ever 
received by his subjects with a deferential homage 
scarcely short of adoration. 

The character of the people was very diiSerent firom 

* In the ^^ Lives of Famous Indians," we have offered a few 
suggestions on this subject. If the reader perceives some repe- 
tition of facts in this article, to be found in that just mentioned, 
he will consider that it is a part of our design to render each 
volume of the ^* Cabinet Library," complete in itself. 
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dtat of the Mexicans, for while these latter, as we have 
seen, were warlike and ferocious, engaged almost con* 
stantly in bloody wars, and preserving cruel rites, the 
Peruvians or Quichuas, as they were also termed, were 
united in a peaceful subjection to a milder superstition. 
The Mexicans pushed forward their conquests by their 
valor, and, by force of arms, subdued those who op- 
posed them ; but the Peruvian Incas, in the capacity of 
legislators and benefactors, extended their sway, and 
induced numerous tribes to submit to them, and learn 
the arts and comforts of peace and good government 
Not one, it is said, out of twelve monarchs, descendants 
of Manco Capac, varied from this character. 

The empire, by degrees, became one of great ex- 
tent, comprehending not only all that which is now 
called Peru, but also Ecuador, which is Still covered wiA 
the monuments of the Incas. In this vast region, the 
most perfect order reigned ; the fields were tilled ; the 
rivers were employed in irrigating the soil ; mountains 
were formed into terraces ; canals were prepared, 
means being taken to preserve the water in its pas- 
sage; and many large tracts, before mere deserts, 
were thus renden^d productive, if not fertile. As a 
means of communication for the convenience of the 
people, a nattoiml road was constructed, with great la- 
bor, from Quito to Cuzco, 1,500 miles in length. This 
was a surprising work of art. It was not designed, in- 
deed, for carriages, for no such vehicles were in use 
among the Peruvians, but for a great thoroughfare from 
one end of the empire to the other. Numerous flying 
bridges were thrown across the deep ravines, which 
often interposed obstacles to the progress of the work 
that required skill and patient industry to overcome. 
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The structures, too, of stone, either temples or pal- 
aces, were composed of immense blocks, inclosing vast 
spaces, and divided into numerous apartments, one of 
which at Caxamalca is said to have been capable of 
containing 5,000 men. Instead of the hieroglyphics^ 
by which the Mexicans preserved the records of their 
nation, and conveyed from one to another the knowl- 
edge of passing events, the Peruvians used the quipos^ 
or strings, which, by their colors, knots^ &c., repre- 
sented different parts of the record they wished to pre- 
serve. Vast treasures were accumulated by the Incas, 
from the rich silver mines in tlieir dominions, and when 
they died, many of their vessels and other portions of 
their wealth were buried in the grave with them. 

When the Spaniards first visited Peru, in 1526, the 
twelfth monarch, named Huayna Capac, was on the 
throne. He is said to have been a great prince, as 
much distinguished by his wisdom and benevolence as 
for his martial talents. He subdued Quito, and thus 
added to his dominions a country nearly as large in 
extent and resources as his own. This city became 
another capital of his realm, and here he often resided. 
CJontrary to the law, which forbade the intermarriage 
of the Incas with others than their own race, he wedded 
a daughter of the King of Quito. He died in the 
year 1529, leaving Atahualpa, his son by the princess 
of Quito, heir to that kingdom. The rest of his do- 
minions he left to Huascar, his eldest son by another 
wife of the race of the Incas. 

This procedure was so contrary to all the laws and 
usages of the empire, that the Peruvians, though they 
revered in the highest degree their deceased monarch. 
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who had added such lustre to his reign, could not 
contentedly submit to the division of the empire. They 
urged on Huascar, therefore, to require his brother 
to renounce his claim to the goyemment of Quito, and 
acknowledge him as his liege lord. Atahualpa, how- 
ever, had ahready gained a large body of Peruvian 
troops, who had followed his father to Quito, and who 
were the best portion of the army. He therefore not 
only refused to comply with his brother's demand, but 
marched against him with a chosen army. A civil 
war ensued. Atahualpa, being superior in force, tri- 
umphed over Huascar, the rightful monarch ; and, con- 
scious that he was only psurtially descended from the 
Incas^ he sought to confirm himself by utterly extermi- 
nating all the children of the sun, or the descendants 
of Manco Capac. To establish yet further his own 
authority, he kept his brother alive, in whose name he 
issued his own orders to the various parts of the empire. 

The effect of this civil war was most disastrous to 
this hitherto prosperous empire. It rent it asunder at 
the very time when a crafty foe was preparing its sub- 
jugation, and when the force of united counsels and 
efforts were needed for the safety of the nation. Had 
the Spaniards entered Peru under the reign of Huayna 
Capac, they would have found a far different state of 
things, and possibly Peru might, for many succeeding 
years, have enjoyed prosperity under the sway of her 
own beneficent monarchs, instead of being trampled 
under the foot of a foreign invader. 

When Pizarro, with Almagro and De Luque, first 
established a colony at the mouth of the River Piura, in 
1532, he had dready acquired some knowledge of the 
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tmnatural ccmtest in wluch the iMrothers had been en- 
gaged. He had been advancing gradually, for three 
or four years, from Panama, till he had gained the 
very heart of the empire, without the c<Hitending 
parties apparently being aware that the common ene- 
my was on his march for their ruin. Huascar, having 
finally learned of this event, sent messengers to Pi- 
zarro to entreat his aid against his usurping brother. 
Tlie wily Spaniard at oace saw the advantage he 
might derive from the intestine divisions of the empire, 
and hastened forward without waiting for the rein- 
forcements he was expecting from Panama. He be- 
gan his march from his new colony, called St Midiael, 
where he left a garrison, with only axty-two horsemen 
and one hundred and two foot soldiers, of whom twenty 
were armed with cross-bows, and three with muskets. 
He marched for Caxamalca, a small town at the dis- 
tance of twelve days' march from St. MichaeL Here 
Atahualpa was encamped with a ccnisiderable number 
of troQps. While Pizarro was on his way, a messen- 
ger met him from that prince, offering his alliance, and 
an assurance of his friendly reception at Caxamalca. 
Pizarro, seizing upon the occasion, returned answer 
that he came from a powerful monarch, with the de- 
sign of ofiering his aid to Atahualpa to sustain him 
against those who disputed his right to the throne. 

The Peruvians were utterly at a loss how to account 
for the sudden appearance of the Spaniards. They 
viewed them as superior beings, but, as was the case 
with the inhabitants of Cholula, in respect to Cortfo, 
they could not decide whether they were to be regard- 
ed as possessed of beneficent or cruel intentions. The 
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conduct of the Spaniards did not apparently agree with 
tteir professions ; for while they declared that their 
object was to enlighten the natives in the truth, and 
render them more happy, they were often guilty of 
flagrant outrage and cruelty. The Inca, however, sat- 
isfied by the message of Pizarro, was prepared to re- 
pose imbounded confidence in his expected visiter. 
The Spaniards were allowed to cross the desert, where 
diey might have been easily checked on their march, 
and to pass in safety through the defiles of the moun* 
tsdns, which were so narrow and difficult of entrance, 
that a few men might have maintained their ground 
against a large force. They also took possession of a 
fortress erected there for the defence of the country, 
and then advanced to Caxamalca. 

As they approached, Atahualpa sent them messen- 
gers with more costly presents than before. Pizarro 
entered the city with his troops, and took possession of 
a large court, having on one side of it the palace of 
the Inca, and on the other a temple of the sun* 
Around the whole was a strong rampart, or wall of 
earth. Atahualpa was in his camp about three miles 
from the city. Messengers, therefore, were despatched 
immediately to him by Pizarro, with the same declara« 
tions and assurances as before, to request an interview, 
that he might in person more fully uiform him respect- 
ing his cbsign in visiting his empire. 

These messengers were astonished at the appear- 
ance of order and decency which reigned at the Peru* 
vian court, and still more at the display of gold and 
silver which everywhere met their view. They wers 
received with the utmost cordiality, and hospitably en- 
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tertained. On tbeir return to Pizarroj the account they 
gave of the splendor with which their eyes had been 
dazzled, led him to form the perfidious resolution of 
seizing the monarch, as Cortds had done Montezuma, 
in the very heart of his empire. He deliberately 
formed his plan, regardless of the character of ambas- 
sador which he had assumed, or of the c(Xifidence that 
Atahualpa reposed in his promises, and made all the 
requisite preparations for executing it at once. Di- 
viding his horsemen into three small squadrons or com- 
panies, he selected from his infantry twenty men of 
the most tried courage, whom he retained as his body- 
guard and to aid him in his attempt, while he posted 
his artillery and cross-bowmen opposite the avenue by 
which Atabualpa was to make his approach. 

Eariy <m the morning of the 16th of November, 
Atahualpa made preparations for visiting the new 
comers. Desirous to impress on his visiters the strong- 
est sense of his greatness and splendor, the day was 
fer advanced before the procession began its march, 
wid so slow VTas its progress, that Pizarro finally be- 
came apprehensive lest the monarch had penetrated 
his treacherous designs, and determined not to place 
himself within his reach. To quiet such fears, if any 
existed, the Spaniard sent him still another embassy to 
assure him of his friendship and kind intenticms. Fi- 
nally the Inca made his appearance with the pomp of 
a mighty monarch. He was preceded by 400 men in 
a uniform dress, to prepare his way, and sitting on a* 
throne adorned with beautiful plumes, almost covered 
with plates of gold and nlver, and enriched with pre- 
cious stones, he was borne on the shoulders of a num- 
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ber of his principal attendants. After him followed his 
chief officers, carried in a similar manner ; bands of 
singers and dancers also mingling in the procession, 
and troc^s to the number, it is said, of 30,000 men. 

The Spanish priest, Valverde, met him, on his ap- 
proach to Pizarro, with a crucifix in his hand, and, dis- 
coursing to him on various doctrines of the Catholic 
&ith, demanded of him an acknowledgment of the 
Pope and the monarch of Castile as his spiritual and 
temporal liege lords, on penalty of war and vengeance. 
Atahualpa, even with the aid of interpretation, was 
Bnable to comprehend this harangue so entirely unex- 
pected to himself, and when made acquainted with a 
portion of it, was most indignant at such an attack on 
his rights as an independent ruler of his realm. He 
calmly replied, however, that he was possessed of his 
dominions by hereditary succession ; that no pope or 
.priest could grant his reaUn to another without his con- 
sent ; that he had no wish to renounce the worship of 
his country^s god, the sun, to embrace that of the Span- 
iards. As for what the priest had assured him of, he 
desired to know where these extraordinary matters 
were to be found. 

" In this book," replied Valverde, reaching out his 
breviary. The Inca, opening it, and turning over its 
leaves, applied it to his ear. "This," said he, "is 
silent, it tells me nothing," and threw it contemptuous- 
ly to the ground. The monk, roused to the utmost 
pitch of indignaticm, ran towards the S])aniards, cr3ring 
out, " To arms, to arms. Christians, the word of God is 
insulted ; avenge the profanation of these impious 
heathen dogs." Pizarro, who had hitherto restrained 
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his soldiery, diough inflamed with the desire of plun- 
idering the wealth which met their view, now gave the 
signal of assault. The sound of the martial music, the 
roar of the cannon and musketry, with the chaise o£ 
horse, and the impetuosity of the attack, all combined 
at once, threw the Peruvians into confusion. They 
fled in dismay, without the slightest attempt at defence, 
while Pizarro, with his chosen band, at once pressed 
forward to the royal seat, and piercing the crowd of 
devoted nobles, who sacrificed themselves to protect 
him, seized on the Inca, dragged him to the groiuid, 
and led him off* prisoner to the Spanish quarters. The 
flying troops were pursued with the most unrelenting 
fury, and they continued to fall victims to their merci- 
less invaders till the day closed. More than 4,000 
Peruvians are said to have perished ; not a single Span- 
iard was killed, and but one was wounded. 

The captive Inca was miserably dejected in spirit, 
though Pizarro afifected to treat him with kindness 
and respect. Gradually becoming acquainted with 
the ruling passion of the invaders, he offered, on con- 
dition of his being liberated, to fill the room in which 
he was confined, which was twenty-two feet long and 
sixteen broad, with vessels of gold, as high as he 
could reach. Pizarro agreed to the proposal, and 
marked out the requisite height by a line on the walls* 
The Inca, accordingly, sent out orders for the ransom 
to be gatfiered from Quito and Cuzco, where the great- 
est quantities of gold and silver were amassed in the 
temples. The commands of the monarch were re* 
spected and obeyed, and persons were instantly em 
ployed in bringing together the needed treasum 
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White this was going on, Pizarro received informatioa 
of the approach of a reinforcemeiU. This was a new 
soarce of darm to the captive sovereign, especially as 
he also learned that some Spaniards had visited his 
brother Huascar in his prison, who had promised them, 
if they would take his part, far greater wealth than 
Atahualpa had done. To prevent this, he determined 
to have his broUier put to death, and his commands to 
that effect were executed accordingly. 

The promised treasure was now collected, but Pi* 
zarro, with unexampled treachery, not only reAised to 
release his prisoner, but determined to put him to 
death; To this he was instigated not only by the new- 
ly arrived Spaniards, but by an Indian, Ins interpreter, 
whom he luid carried off some years before from be* 
yond Panama, and who had conceived a passion for 
one of the wives of Atahualpa. He also aiarmed the 
Spaniard with accounts of forces assembling in various 
parts of the empire, and imputed these preparations 
for war, to the commands of the captive monarch. 
Atahualpa himself, by his own imprudence, brought 
about the fatal result. Attaching himself especially 
to Ferdinand Pizarro and De Soto, persmis superior, 
both in birth and education, to Pizarro himself, and 
who treated him with kindness and attention, he be- 
gan gradually to regard Pizarro with contempt. He 
appears to have been a prince of no mean talents, 
and, observing the mode by which the Spaniards com- 
municated their thoughts to each other by writing, he 
greatly admired the art, but was at a loss to determine 
whether it was a natural or an acquired one. 

To satisfy himself on this point, he requested one 
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of the soldiers to write the name of God on the nail of 
his thumb. This he showed to numbers of the Span- 
iards, asking its meaning, and, to his astonishment, thej 
all told him the same thing. At length, when Pizarro 
came, he put the question to him, and the illiterate ad- 
venturer, blushing with shame, was compelled to ac- 
knowledge his ignorance. Ever after this, Atahualpa 
regarded the Spanish commander with a degree of 
contempt, and the consciousness of this fact, rankling 
in the breast of Pizarro, fixed his purpose of putting 
his royal captive to death. 

To give some color to his injustice, a species of trial 
was instituted. The monarch was arraigned on the 
charges of usurping the throne, of putting his brother 
and sovereign to death, of having commanded human 
sacrifices, of maintaining many concubines or wives, 
and having wasted treasures since his*captivity which 
belonged to the Spaniards. Beside all these charges, 
he was accused of having excited his subjects to rebel- 
lion against his conquerors. On such accusations as 
these, before the self-constituted tribunal who had al- 
ready doomed their victim, the wretched Atahualpa was 
found guilty and condemned to be burned alive. He 
besought Pizarro to send him to Spain to be tried, and 
condemned, if he must be so, by a king. But this was 
no part of Pizarro's plan, and he gave orders for his 
immediate execution. To save himself from the cruel 
death which was prepared for him, the miserable vic- 
tim of perfidy and cruelty asked to be baptized; in 
consideration of which he was strangled at the stake, 
instead of being burned alive. 

A son of the murdered Inca was then proclaimed by 
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Pizarro as monarch of Peru, in the hope that he might 
thus control the empire as he pleased. But the people 
of Cuzco and the country in that vicinity chose Manco 
Capac, a brother of Huascar, as the Inca, and rightful 
successor to the supreme authority. Civil wars at 
once followed, and the government was rent in pieces. 
Usurpers and aspirants sprung up in various parts of 
the realm, claiming independent power ; the general of 
the late sovereign at Quito, seized the brother and chil- 
dren of his master, put them to death, and claimed the 
throne for himself. 

These intestine divisions, as they weakened the Pe- 
ruvian power, prepared the way for Pizarro to advance 
to Cuzco. Several battles were fought, but the city 
was finally reached and taken without resistance. The 
son of Atahualpa died on the march, and the Peruvians 
seem generally- to have admitted the claim of Manco 
Capac to the vacant throne. Quito also soon fell into 
the hands of another band of invaders, who were led on 
by the officer whom Pizarro had left as governor of St. 
Michael. The Spaniards, however, found to their dis- 
appointment, that the city was stripped of its treasures, 
the people having carried them away. 

Once in possession of Peru, Pizarro devoted himself 
to the arranging of its districts, to the appointment of 
officers, the establishing of regulations for the adminis- 
tration of justice, the collection of revenue, and the 
woridng of the mines. Here the Peruvians, the former 
masters, were driven as slaves to toil for their oppres- 
sors. Multitudes of adventurers from Spain now flocked 
to the conquered country, and forming themselves into 
various small bands, each led by some adventurous offi- 
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cer, they set forth for the inyasion of difiemtit provinces 
of the empire, which were yet unsubdued. 

Manco Capac was not a listless observer of these 
proceedings. Perceiving that but a few troc^ re- 
mained in Cuzco, where he resided, jealously watched 
by the Spaniards, he secretly issued his commands for 
his subjects to assemble at a short distance from the 
capital, where he obtained leave to go to attend a solemn 
festival. As soon as he appeared, the banner was un- 
furled, and the war began. All the warriors were 
gathered, and the whole country from Quito to Chili 
was soon in arms. Many of the Spaniards, scattered 
over the country, and not expecting such an attack, 
were cut off. An army, according to the Spanish writ- 
ers, of 200,000 men assaulted Cuzco, which was de- 
fended by only 170 Spaniards. At the same time, 
Pizarro's new city of Lima was besieged, while he was 
obliged to remain within. All communication between 
the two cities was cut off; and the besieged in either 
place were in utter ignorance of the fate of each other. 

The Inca commanded in person at Cuzco, and here 
it was that the Peruvians made their greatest efforts. 
For nine whole months, they carried on the siege, dis- 
playing great skill, and profiting by their observations 
on the discipline of their enemies. To render their 
etforts yet more successful, they armed some of their 
most valiant men with the swords, spears, and bucklers 
which they had taken from the Spaniards whom they 
had put to death throughout the country. Some even 
made trial of the Spanish muskets, and charged their 
foe, mounted on horses, and led by the Inca in person. 
In spite of the most active defence, Manco Capac 
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gained possession of one half of his dtpitai, and proba* 
bly nothing but the sudden appearance of Aitnagro's 
troops saved the dispirited Spaniards from quitting 
Cuzco, or perishing in battle. 

The force of Almagro was regarded by both parties 
» the umpire of the contest, and both sought his aid. 
He and the Pizarros had been at variance, as the Peru- 
Tians knew, and Manco Capac at first sought his friend* 
ship ; but at length, despairing of success in this way, 
be attacked him by surprise. This decided the ques- 
tion. The Peruvians unable to effect their purpose, 
were defeated with great slaughter, and their army was 
mostly dispersed. 

Soon after this, Pizarro, having dispersed the Peruvi- 
ans, who had held him shut up in Lima, and having 
received also reinforcements from Spain, advanced 
towards Cuzco. After fruitless negotiations, a terrible 
battle was fought between himself and his brothers, and 
Almagro, in which the latter was defeated and put to 
cleath. The Peruvians who seem at first to have re- 
solved to profit by the divisions of the Spaniards, 
instead of falling on the exhausted troops of the victors, 
as they should have done, retired quietly after the bat- 
tie, perhaps more than ever impressed with a sense <^ 
the superiority of their discipline. This bloody engage- 
ment took place on the 26th of Apgnl, 1538. 

In the following ten or twelve yeare, there were a 
succession of contests for power between different par- ' 
ties of the Spaniards, during which time we lose sight 
of Manco Capac and the Peruvians, except that w© 
know that these people, pressed by hard service, were 
rapidly wasting away. The representations of the be- 
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nevolent Las Casas at length reached the Spanish 
monarch, and influenced him to avert some of the evils 
with which the natives were threatened, hy the estab- 
lishment of a more firm and equitable goyemment 
This was finally accomplished by the wisdom of the 
viceroy, Pedro de la Grasca, afler the entire defeat and 
death of the last of the Pizarros, who had rebelled 
against the king's appointment, in 1549. This officer 
made regulations concerning the treatment of the In- 
dians, by which they might be protected from oppres- 
sion, and be instructed in the principles of religion. 
Still they were obliged to labor for the Spaniards, being 
attached to the land itself, and apportioned out to the 
various persons who owned the estates. 

Like ahnost all conquered and enslaved people, their 
numbers have lessened, while they have been subjected 
to the fluctuations of ages. They are now said to be 
feeble and depressed beyond any people of America, 
seeming scarcely capable of bold and manly exertion. 
Some whole districts, especially in the ancient kingdom 
of Quito, have continued to be occupied almost entirely 
by the Indians. In some places they exercise the me- 
chanic arts, and belong to the lower class of the popu- 
lation. Some of them have become converts to the 
Roman Catholic priests \ while some still remember and 
reverence the institutions of their fathers, and some- 
times secretly assemble and engage in ancient idola- 
trous rites. 

Robertson computed the number of native Indians in 
Peru at the time he wrote to be 2,449,120. They are 
said to have '^ small features, little feet, sleek, coarse, 
black hair, and scarcely any beard." They have been 
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lepresented as sunk in apathy and insensibility, but the 
shy, reserved, and gloomy, though tame aspect which 
they present, is the fruit of long oppression, and accu- 
mulated wrongs. They still retain the deepest and 
most mournful recollections of the Inca, and celebrate 
his death by a sort of rude drama, accompanied by the 
most melting strains of music. 
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The Araucanians inhabit the southern part of Chili, 
and derive their name from the province of Arauco. 
They are a nation enthusiastically attached to freedom, 
and pride themselves in the appellation of Auca^ which 
signifies free. They are muscular, robust, of great 
strength of constitution, and often attain the age of 90 or 
100 years. They are bold and warlike, and have ever 
been most determined foes to all the Spanish invaders 
of their native country ; and, by their warlike disposi- 
tion and fiery courage, have occasioned great trouble to 
the Spaniards ever since they became acquainted with 
them. All attempts to subjugate them to the sway of 
the Europeans have been unsuccessful. 

Their military system is greatly superior to that of 
the surrounding nations, and the degree of discipline 
they had gained enabled them to carry on long and 
bloody wars with the Spaniards who overrun Chili, in 
the early part of the sixteenth century. Their state 
was divided into four nearly equal portions, to which 
they gave the name of the maritime country, the plain 
country, the country at the foot of the AndeSy and that 
of the Andes. Each of these great divsions was also 
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subdivided into five smaller ones, and each of these in 
turn into nine still less. These divisions ai Araucania 
were existing previous to the arrival of the Spanisurds. 

The government, which is aristocratic, is said to be a 
sort of state, in which there are three orders of nobil- 
ity, with gradations of rank, called the toquis^ the 
asse-ulmenes^ and the ulmenes^ all of whom have their 
vassals. Each order has its badge, and the triple power 
that constitutes the sovereign authority is vested in a 
general diet, or grand council, which is usually held in 
some large plain, where they feast and deliberate. 
The grand council elect a commander-in-chief to lead 
them in war, who may belong to the inferior ranks, if 
he is thought of greater ability than any one in the su- 
perior ranks. The Puelches, a hardy race of moun- 
taineers, formerly a distinct people, have been united 
with the Araucanians, under the same government, and 
this part of the nation are considered enitled to have 
the vice-toqui chosen from among them. 

The first account we have, which may properly be 
called the history of this people, is at the beginning of 
their wars with the Spaniards, in 1550. Their toqui 
was named Aillavila, and the Europeans having invaded 
the inhabitants of Pence, the Araucanians ordered that 
officer to march to their assistance at the head of 
4,000 men. He accordingly crossed the great River 
Biobio, the northern boundary of Araucania, and boldly 
offered battle to the Spaniards. Unlike the other In- 
dians, with whom the Spaniards had been engaged, the 
Araucanians were not disconcerted or terrified by the 
discharge of fire-arms, but fell at once on the front and 
flanks of the enemy who were thrown into confusion. 
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Valdivia, their general, had his horse killed under him, 
and was exposed to great danger, when the toqui re- 
ceived a mortal wound, in consequenee of which the 
Indians drew off in good order and unpursued hy the 
Europeans. Valdivia, who had been in many battles 
both in Europe and America, declared that his life had 
never been in such great hazard in any of them as in 
this engagement 

The next year, the Araucanians were' again led on 
by their new toqui, Lincoyan, and Uie Spaniards, re- 
membering the former engagement, were inspired with 
such terror, that after confessing themselves, and re- 
ceiving the sacrament, they took shelter under the can- 
non of their fortifications. In his first attack on these, 
Lincoyan was unsuccessful, and obliged to retreat, 
which the Spaniards ascribed to Uie immediate interpo- 
sition of St. James, their patron saint, who they affirmed 
was seen riding on a white horse, armed with a flaming 
sword, and striking terror into their enemies. The gov- 
ernor having received some reinforcements from Peru, 
after a year elapsed, resolved to attack them ; and, un- 
opposed by Lincoyan, he penetrated to the Cauten, by 
which Araucania is divided into two equal parts. Here 
he built a city which he called Imperial, and also de- 
spatched one of his officers to found another, called 
Villarica, on the Lauquen. 

Proceeding on, he traversed the whole of Araucania, 
from north to south, with but small loss, and finally 
arrived at the territory of the Cunches. Here he found 
a valiant nation, allies of the Araucanians, who were 
prepared to oppose his passage of the Calacalla. The 
Cunchese general, however, was induced to permit the 
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invaders to pass unmolested. Valdivia here founded 
another city, to which he gave his own name, and then, 
satisfied with his conquests, prepared to return, building 
fortresses and founding cities in various parts. Ercilla 
says that the Spaniards in this expedition had to fight 
many battles, but the details are not given. 

To Lincoyan, succeeded Caupolican, an account of 
whose exploits has been already given in another vol- 
ume of this Library. He was a brave warrior, and 
drove the Spaniards from several of the towns and for- 
tresses which Valdivia had established. But these suc- 
cesses were succeeded by a severe reverse, and he was 
on the point of being defeated, when Lautaro, incited 
by patriotism, broke forth from the Spanish ranks, and 
led on his countrymen to victory. The whole Spanish 
army was destroyed except a few prisoners, and two 
Promaucians, their Indian allies. 

After the death of Valdivia, who was put to death 
while pleading ^t his life, the Spaniards evacuated all 
the cities which the Spanish governor had founded, 
except two. These were immediately besieged by 
Caupolican, while Lautaro, now appointed lieutenant- 
general, or vice-toqui, fortified himself for the defence 
of the frontiers on the lofty mountains of Mariguena. 
The mountain bemg full of precipices and clefts, and 
covered on one side by impenetrable thickets, presented 
only a single winding by-path, which led to the top of 
the mountain. Villagran, the successor of Valdivia, 
engaged in battle with the young Lautaro, but, after 
a desperate fight, he was worsted, and compelled to 
retire. Believing it impossible to defend the city of 
Concepcion, he embarked a portion of the inhabitants, 
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coomBtiBg of old men, womien, aad cfaildieii, oq boaid 
of two ^if», then in the harhoor, while he led tibe 
remainder to Simtiaga 

Lautaro entered the deserted city, where he found a 
great booty, «nd after having pkmdered it, burned the 
houses, and razed the citadel to the ground, and re- 
turned in triumph to Arauco. Caupolican, howe?er, 
was forced to raise the siege of Imperial and Valdivia, 
in consequence of the strong reinforcements which had 
been du^wn into them by Villagran. While he was 
engaged in ravaging the country around hnperial, die 
small-pox, that destructive scourge of the natives, made 
its appearance, probably communicated by some Span- 
ish soldiers, and made terrible havoc, so that there were 
some districts almost depopulated, hi one of these 
containing 12,000 inhabitants, it is asserted that not 
more than 100 persons escaped death. 

Villagran, availing himself of these circumstances, 
rebuilt Concepcion, which however was no sooner done 
than Lautarc recrossed the Biobio, and attacking the 
Spaniards whom he found in the open plain, put them 
to flight. He then entered the fort, killed great num- 
bers of the citizens, and once more plundered and burnt 
tlie city. Emboldened by this success, he resolved to 
carry the war still farther into the enemy's coimtry, and 
marched the distance of 500 miles, to Santiago, near 
which he encamped with his forces. The Spanish 
general here surprised and fell upon them, and cut them 
all to pieces, including the brave Lautaro, who fell in 
the outset. 

The Araucanians fought with the most determined 
bravery to the very last, despising every oflTer of quar- 
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ler ; thus the victory was dearly earned, with a great 
loss both of officers and men. This battle took place 
in the year 1556, and Lautaro, at his death, was only 
nmeteen years of age. Probably, had he lived, the 
Spaniards might have been eventually driven, not only 
from Chili, but a large portion of Peru. His name is 
said to be still celebrated in their heroic songs, and his 
actions proposed as the most glorious example to their 
youth. The result of this disaster was, that Caupolican 
quitted the siege of Imperial, and returned to his own 
country. 

A succession of battles followed, in which the Arau- 
eanians were generally defeated, and Caupolican him- 
self, being taken prisoner, was put to a cruel death by 
impalement The Spanish general now advanced into 
&e country, and reached the place where Valdivia, as 
related above, had been defeated and taken prisoner. 
Here he built a city, in contempt of the Araucanians, 
which he called Canefe ; and, considering the war now 
terminated, he gave orders for once more rebuilding 
Concepcion. 

In the year 1558, he marched against the Cunches. 
When this people first heard of the arrival of the stran- 
gers, they met to deliberate as to the best course for 
them to take in this emergency ; whether to submit or 
attempt resistance to an enemy flushed with victory. 
An Araucanian, present in their council, being invited to 
give his opinion, replied in the following language: 
" Be cautious how you adopt either of these measures ; 
as vassals, you will be despised and compelled to labor ; 
as enemies, you will be exterminated. If you wish to 
free yourselves' from these dangerous yisiters, make 
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them believe you are miserably poor ; hide your prop- 
erty, particularly your gold; they will not remain 
where they have no expectation of obtaining that sde 
object of their wishes ; send them such a present as 
will impress them with an idea of your poverty ; in the 
mean time, retire to the woods.*' 

T\na advice wAs approved^ and the Araucanian and 
nine of their own people were commissioned by the 
Cunches to carry the present recommended to the 
Spanish general. Accordingly, they clothed them- 
selves in rags, and, counterfeiting fear, appeared be- 
fore the Spaniard, and, after a rude address, presented 
him with a basket containing some roasted lizards and 
wild fruits. The Spanish soldiery could not refrain 
from laughter at the ridiculous appearance of these 
ambassadors, and begged their commander to go no 
farther; but he exhorted them to proceed, assuring 
them that he had heard of a country beyond, which 
abounded with metals. The wify Araucanian, being 
requested to furnish a guide, gave him one, who, by his 
direction, led th^ invaders by the most rugged and diffi- 
cult roads of the coast. 

The year 1559 was signalized by numerous battles 
fought between the two armies. The Araucanians 
were led by Caupolican the Second, the son of the fo^ 
mer toqui of that name, whom he succeeded. He was, 
like his father, a man of distinguished talents, but was 
not equally prosperous in his early efibrts in defending 
his country. At the battle of Quipeo, he lost nearly 
all his valiant officers, and, being pursued by a de- 
tachment of Spaniards, slew himself, to avoid being 
taken prisoner, as his father had been. 
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TTie Araucanians were not, however, utterly disheart- 
ened ; but the few ulmenes who had escaped the defeat 
of Quipeo met in a wood, and elected as toqui an offi- 
cer of inferior rank, named Antiguenu, who had distin- 
guished himself in that battle. 

He, with a few soldiers, retired to the inaccessible 
^ marshes of Lumaco, where he caused high scaffolds to 
be erected to secure his men from the extreme moist- 
ture of the gloomy retreat he had chosen. The youth, 
who were from time to time enlisted, went Uiere to be 
instructed, and the Araucanians still considered them- 
selves free and independent. 

Antiguenu began soon to make incursions into the 
Spanish territory, to practise his troops, and feed 
them at the enemy's expense. Grown bolder, he came 
to an engagement with a son of Villagran, whom he 
defeated, and then marched against Canete ; but Villa- 
gran, feeling that its defence was impracticable, with- 
drew the inhabitants to Concepcion and Imperial. The 
Araucanians, finding the town deserted, set £re to it, and 
utterly consumed it. Villagran, sifiected by this loss, 
and worn down by care and anxiety, soon after died ; and 
Antiguenu, learning the fact, and having raised 4,000 
mep, divided them into two parties ; with one of these 
he directed the vice-toqui to lay siege to Concepcion, 
while he marched with the other against Arauco. The 
mege was protracted, and the commanders decided 
' upcJn settling the affair by single combat. After having 
fought two hours, they were separated by their men. 

The garrison, however, were at last compelled by 
&mine to abandon the place, the houses were burned, 
and the walls demolished. In attempting the conquest 
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of another place, called Angol, Antiguenu, after the 
most brilliant feats of valor and courage, was forced 
along with a crowd of retreating soldiers, and falling 
from a high bank into the river, was drowned. 

His successor was Paillataru, the brother or cousin 
of* Lautaro. In the year 1665, the fort of Arauco and 
the city of Canete were rebuilt by the Spanish com- 
mander. The history of this remarkable people is 
henceforward a series of battles; and, though they 
fought with various success, they never lost their in- 
domitable spirit, or their determinadon not to be Innou^ 
into subjection to the Europeans. Observing the advan- 
tage t>btained by cavalry, they eariy organized a body 
of horsemen, and in seventeen years after their firrt 
encounters with the Spaniards, were able to oppose 
them with cavalry on the field of batde. 

In 1589, while Guanoalca was toqui, the Spanish 
governor, believing that it would be impossible for him 
to defend the forts of Purea, Trinidad, and Espirita 
Santo, which had been established, evacuated them ; 
and the war is said to have been reduced to the con- 
struction and demolition of fortifications. 

During the toquiate of Guanoalca, and his successorB, 
Quintuguenu and Paillaeco, the Araucanians suffered a 
number of severe defeats. After the one last men- 
tioned, the Araucanians, unsubdued in courage, ap- 
pointed to the chief command a man named Paillama- 
chu, the hereditary toqui of the second district ; who, 
though advanced in years, is said to have been a per- 
son of wonderful activity. The tide of fortune seemed 
to turn at once in his favor, and his success was so 
great, that he is declared to have surpassed all his pre- 
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deeeaeora in military gioiy, and was emailed to restore 
his country again to her full independence. 

In 1598, owing to his victoriea, not only the Arauca- 
nian provinces, hut those of the Conches and the Hu* 
iliiches, were in arms, comprising ^ whole country 
to the Archipelago of Chiloe« Every Spaniard found 
without the garrisons was put to death, and the cities of 
Osomo, Valdivia, Villarica, Imperial, Arauco, Canete, 
Aitgol, and Caya, were all closely besieged at one and 
the same time. Paillamachu also crossed the Biobio, 
burned Concepcion and Chilian, laid waste ^ provin- 
ces dependent on them, and returned laden wi^ spoils. 
He also forced the Spaniards to evacuate the fort and 
city of Arauco, and obliged the inhabitants to retire to 
Concepcion. 

In ihe month of November, 1599, he caused his 
army to cross the broad river Valdivia, by swimming, 
stormed the city, burued the houses, and killed a great 
number of inhabitants. He attacked the vessels that 
lay at anchor, which only escaped by immediately set- 
ting sail, and then returned in triumph to the guard he 
had stationed on the Biobio, with a spoil of 2,000,000 
of dollars, all the cannon^ and upwards of 400 pris- 
oners. 

Villarica also, after a siege of two years and eleven 
months, fell into the hands of the Araucanians in th« 
year 1602, and the city of Imperial shared the same 
fate. Indeed, all the Spanish settlements in the coun- 
try were destroyed, which Valdivia and his successors 
had established, and preserved at the expense of so 
much toil and blood, and they remained unbuilt, 
scarcely a vestige of their ruins being leA. 
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The prisoners were numerous; the unmarried fe- 
males were taken into the seraglios of their conquerors, 
while the unmarried men were allowed to espouse the 
women of the country. From these mixed marriages, 
it is said, have proceeded the Mestizos, who became, in 
subsequent wars, the most terrible enemies of the 
Spanish name. Some of the prisoners were ransomed 
by their friends or exchanged; though many were 
induced, from love to their children, to remain with their 
captors. 

Paillamachu died soon afler, at the close of the year 
1603, and was succeeded by Hunecura. The disasters 
experienced by the Spaniards were severely felt, and 
the court of Spain gave orders that there should be 
constantly maintained a body of 2,000 regular troops 
on the Araucanian frontier, for whose support the sum 
of 292,279 dollars was annually drawn from the treas- 
ury of Peru. 

A Jesuit, named Luis Yaldivia, desirous of preaching 
to the Araucanians, and perceiving how utterly impos- 
sible any such attempt would be while war was carried 
on, went to Spain, and represented to the then reigning 
king, Hiilip the Third, the great injury done to the 
cause of religion by these continued wars. The prince 
listened to his representations, and directed that the 
Eiver Biobio should be fixed as the boundary line be- 
tween the contending parties. The articles of peace 
had been discussed and agreed upon, when the whde 
was frustrated by an untoward event. The toqui, whose 
name was Ancanamon, had espoused a Spanish woman, 
who, taking advantage of his absence, fled for refuge to 
the governor, accompanied by her children and four 



,y Google 



THB AlUUCANIANS. . 108 

Other women, whom she had likewise persuaded to be- 
come Christians ; two of these were the wives, and two 
the daughters of her husband. The toqui, exasperated 
to the highest degree, met the missionaries who were 
sent to the Araucanians, and put them all to death. 

The Spanish provinces were incessantly harassed, 
and in 1617, the war is said to have commenced with 
redoubled fury. During the period which intervened 
from this to 1637, the toquis Leintor and Putapichion 
also held sway, and engaged in enterprises against 
the Spaniards. Afiairs, however, were not materially 
changed ; the Araucanisms still retaining their territory 
and independence. In the year 1638, the Dutch at- 
tempted to form an alliance with the Araucanians, with 
a view to the conquest of Chili ; but their fleet being 
dispersed by a storm, only one or two of their boats 
were able to make the land. Being well manned and 
armed, the Araucanians supposed them to have come 
with hostile intentions; they therefore attacked them 
and destroyed the crews. In 1640, the war was brought 
to a close, and in 1641, the articles of peace were 
agreed upon, and the day of ratification appointed; 
the place of meeting was the village of Quillan, in the 
province of Purea. 

The Spanish governor, the Marquis de Baydes, ap- 
peared at the specified time with a retinue of 10,000 
persons from all parts of the kingdom. Lincopichion, 
the toqui, at the head of the four hereditary toquis, and 
a great number of ulmenes, and other natives, opened 
the conference with an eloquent speech. He -then, ac- 
cording to the Chilian custom, killed a llama, and, 
i^rinkling some of the blood on a bunch of cinnamon, 
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presented it, in token of amity, to the governor. The 
articles of peace were then proposed and ratified. The 
Araucanians, in one of these, agreed that they would 
not permit the landing of any strangers on the coast, or 
furnish any foreign nation with supplies. The war of 
ninety years^ duration was thus brought to a close ; 
twenty-eight llamas were sacrificed, and the whole 
was concluded by an eloquent harangue from Anti- 
guenu, chief of the district, in which he dwelt on the 
advantages that both nations would derive from the 
peace. 

In the year 1643, the Dutch made a second attempt 
on Chili, and had they been seconded by the Arauca- 
nians, whose alliance they sought, they would undoubt- 
edly have succeeded ; but these brave defenders of 
their country were faithful to their pledges, and refused 
tiie overtures of the Dutch. They also advised the 
Cunches to take the same course. The Dutch, there- 
fore, were forced to retire unsuccessful. 

The peace continuefd for a number of years ; a war 
broke out in 1653, the cause of which is not assigned. 
Th^ Araucanians elected as their commander the toqui 
Eleutaru, who in his first campaign totally defeated the 
Spaniards, and continued for ten years to harass them, 
when a peace was again concluded, which proved 
more lasting than the former. In 1686, however, a 
Spanish governor came near breaking it by removing 
the inhabitants of the island of Mocha to the northern 
shore of the Biobio, in order to cut off all communi- 
cation with foreign enemies. 

Missionaries in the mean time were introduced among 
the Araucanians, accompanied by a species of force 
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called the Captains of the friends, as a pretended 
guard. These having become insolent, the Arauca- 
nians determined to create a toqui, and resort to arms. 
Wfiur therefore ensued, but after a succession of little 
skirmishes, the peace of Negrete terminated it In 
this, the treaty of Quillan was confirmed, and the odi- 
ous title of Captains of the friends was abolished. 

The next occasion of war was caused by the en- 
deavour of the Spanish governor, Gonzaga, to compel 
the Araucanians to live in cities. At this time also, the 
Pehuenches, who at the commencement of the war were 
allies of the Spaniards, having been defeated by the 
Araucanians, resolved to change sides, and have ever 
since been firmly allied with this brave people. Vari- 
ous battles were fought, and among others, a bloody one 
in the beginning of the year 1T73. The same year, 
however, peace was agreed upon, and the Araucanians 
were allowed to have a minister resident in the city of 
St. Jago. The treaties of Quillan and Negrete were 
revived, and, under the wise administration of the Span- 
ish viceroys, Jauqui and Benavides, the country for a 
long time enjoyed the blessings of unbroken tranquillity. 

The Araucanians have thus by their courage and 
perseverance been enabled to maintain their liberties 
against some of the best disqiplined troops of Spain, 
even those who had served in the Low Countries during 
the reigns of Charles the Fifth and Philip the Second, 
and who were armed with weapons before unknown and 
calculated to strike terror into all the native tribes. 
They remain still secure in their mountain fastnesses, 
enjoying the blessings of liberty, and determined as 
ever never to be subjugated by any foreign foe. 
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The whole interior of the southern portion of South 
America, from Terra del Fuego up to Paraguay, was 
long occupied by numerous savage tribes of Indians. 
Of these little was known till long af^er the occupation 
of portions of the country by the Spaniards. They 
soon obtained horses, and were divided by the Euro- 
peans into equestrian and pedestrian tribes. They were 
generally ferocious in their character, and engaged in 
almost perpetual wars with each other. The eques- 
trian tribes, especially, were accustomed to make long 
excursions for the purpose of plunder or revenge. 
Many of these nations have since been swept off by 
that dreadful scourge of the Indian race, the small-pox, 
and many have been driven still farther back by the 
Europeans. 

Our knowledge of their history, which is, indeed, but 
scanty, is derived from the accounts furnished by the 
Catholic missionaries, who labored long and with some 
degree of success among them.* The views they give 

* For an account of the operations of the missionaries in Par- 
aguay, see *^ Lights and Shadows of American History." 
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of their manners and customs is ofben most interesting, 
and will be treated of in our sketch of the manners 
and customs of the American Indians. The Tast plains, 
or paimpas^ as they are called, which lie southwest 
of Buenos Ayres, were inhabited by the equestriaa 
savages, who, with the Araucanians, and other tribes 
which dwelt in ^ mountains, were termed by the 
PeruTians, Aucas, or rebels, probably firom some 
event in their former history. It would seem, indeed, 
that several of the tribes originally came from the 
Northwest, and perhaps there gained the knowledge of 
horsemanship, in which they are so expert, from the 
earlier European invaders. 

Sinnlar groups of Indians were found through all that 
vast tract of land east of the Andes, and reaching up 
from Buenos Ajrres to Brazil. Of these, perhaps, tl» 
most distinguished were the Abipones and Guaranies, 
who inhabited what formerly bore the name of Paraguay, 
—now Paraguay and Uruguay. Dobrizhoffer, a Ger- 
man Catholic priest, who resided many years among 
them, has given a full description of the most remarka* 
hie events of their history which occurred while he 
was with them, from which we extract a few scattered 
notices, adding some facts gathered from other sources. 

Formerly these tribes seem to have been numerous, 
but now they are dwindled away to a small remnant. 
Some idea may be formed of their decrease, when it is 
stated that thft Guaranies, who in 1752 numbered 
141,252, lost 30,000 soon afler by the small-pox, and 
afterwards, 11,000 more. In 1767, there were only 
about 100,000 left. They suffered great oppression 
from the Spaniards, and, though they fought bravely to 
8 
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avoid expulsion from their native land, diey were 
finally driven out Thirty thousand, it is said, were 
expelled by the Spaniards from seven towns. 

The zealous missionaries penetrated the forests, and 
visited the most barbarous tribes. They were of)ea 
unexpectedly received with kindness and hospitality, 
where they least had reason to hope for it In <me 
of these visits, when one of the missionaries, or 
fathers, went among them, and had gained their 
favor, the old cacique said that he had a daughter, the 
prettiest girl in the world, and was resolved to many 
her to the father, that he might always stay in the 
family. On being informed that the fathers never mar- 
ried, the old man was thunderstruck, and, with his to- 
bacco reed suspended in the air, he exclaimed, ^ What 
strange thing is this you tell me ? ^^ 

The Indians watched, with great jealousy, the intru- 
sion of the Spaniards on their territory. Some of them, 
on a certain occasion, having sent out men into the 
forest to gather mati^ or Paraguay tea, by some mis- 
fortune their hut caught fire, and eighteen of them 
perished in the flames. The Indians beheld the con- 
flagration at a distance ; finally, one of them, armed 
with arrows and a club, stole into the only remaining 
Spanish hut, where a single man had taken refuge. 
" So," said the savage, with a stern aspect, " you have 
dared to enter these woods which were never yours. 
Know you not this is our soil, left us by our fathers ? 
Are you not content with having usurped immense 
tracts and innumerable woods, in spite of the opposition 
of our fathers? Should any one of us invade pour 
domains, would he return alive ? No ; and we will 
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hnkate your example. If, then, you are wise, if life 
is dear to you, haste away, and advise your countrymen 
carefully to shun our woods, unless they would be the 
cause of their own death.'' The Spaniard, to save 
his life, ofiered knives, axes, garments, and other 
trifles ; pacified by these gifts, the savage returned to 
his comrades. The former, deeming cmy further 
stay perilous, ran off, leaving many thousand pounds 
of the mati which had been gathered. 

The Guaycuras or Albayas were very expert horse- 
men, and were in the highest degree hostile to the 
Spemiards ; they were brave, and exceedingly skilful in 
tfie use of their arms. The Calchaquis, also, were for- 
merly famous for Aeir military ferocity, and their ir- 
reconcilable enmity to the Europeans. A branch of 
the Guaranies were said to wander over the remote 
forests, on the banks of one of the rivers of the interior, 
and leap from tree to tree like monkeys, in search of 
honey and little birds. The Guaranies were noted for 
their voracity. After fasting a few hours, it is said 
that one of them would devour a young calf. These In- 
dians were accustomed, before they lay down to sleep, 
to place a piece of meat before the fire, that it might 
be ready for them to eat immediately upon waking. 

The havoc made by the Europeans among this 
tribe, as well as other Indians, especially those near 
Brazil, is almost incredible. It is supposed, that, 
in 130 years, 2,000,000 Indians were slain, or car- 
ried into captivity ; and it is stated, that, in five years, 
300,000 Paraguayans were carried off to Brazil ; and 
that more than 1,000 leagues of country, extending as 
far as the River Amazon, were stripped of their inhab- 
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\tuk\8. In the years 1628- 1690, 900,000 Indians were 
aold as slaves at Rio Janeiro. Upwards of 400 Indian 
towns were utterly destroyed, and such was the devas- 
tation, that King Joseph was obliged to make a decree, 
on the 6th of July, 1755, forbidding further rarages. 
This, however, is but a small part of the evils -which 
the Spaniards vhI Portuguese inflicted on those unhap- 
py regions. 

Among the equestrian tribes^ the horse was the great 
dependence of the Indians for various comforts. He 
supplied them with food, clothes, lodging, bed, arms, 
medicine, and thread. Of the hides they made their 
oouch, clothing, boots, tents, stiddles, and thongs which 
served for bridle and weapons. The sinews they used 
for thread. They drank melted horse-fat, washed their 
heads with the blood, and afterwards with water, to 
strengthen them ; and twisted the hair into ropes. 
They were almost constantly on horseback, and their 
highest delight was to display their peculiar ability to 
manage the most spirited animals. 

The Abipones, especially, were an extraordinary 
people, and almost realized in themselves tiie fiibuloas 
centaurs, — so completely did they seem identified with 
the horses they bestrode. No account of them is given 
in history before they settled in the province of Chaco 
in the sixteenth century. In the year 1641, they poe* 
sessed horses, and had become formidable to the Span- 
iards, with whom they carried on long and bloody wars. 
They first obtained horses,. it is said, by stealing them 
fixwn Santa Fe, and in the space of fifty years they car- 
ried off 100,000 of these animals from the estates of 
the Spaniards. Sometimes not less than 4,000 weate 
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taken in a single assault. They settled on the ter- 
ritory formerly possessed hy the Calchaquis, who had 
fallen victtms to the small-pox. Here they formed al- 
liances with other equestrian nations, especially the 
Mocobios and Tobos, savage tribes, formidable on ac- 
count of their numbers and bravery. The confederates 
harassed the province of Asuncion for a long time, and 
also the colonies of St. Jago del Estero and Cordoba. 
Various expeditions were planned against them with 
various results; but still they continued tbeir incur- 
sions for plunder or revenge. Many battles and heroic 
actions are narrated by Dobrizhoffer, who describes 
some of their caciques as men of uncommon bravery, 
Bikd as having manifested great ability in leading their 
people to war. ^ 

The Abipones were ^divided into three classes, the 
Rickahes, who inhabited extensive plains, the Nakai- 
getergehes, who were fond of the lurking-places in the 
woods, and the Yaaucanigas, who were formerly a dis- 
tinct nation, and used a separate language. The Span- 
iards almost destroyed them, and the few who survived 
fled to the Abipones, with whom they became incor- 
porated. The Abipones, as also the other equestrian 
tribes of Chaco, boast themselves to be grandsons of 
the evil spirit Their language and that of the Tobos 
and Mocobios, likewise equestrian Indians, is said to 
have a similarity that betmys a common oingin ; the 
same appears to be the case with that of the Guaranies 
and Chiriguanas, though 500 miles apart from each other. 

Many fruitless efforts were for a long time made 
by the Jesuits to reduce the Abipones to submission to 
the king of Spain, and to convert them to the Catholic 
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religion. But they prized their independence, and their 
own wild way of living, too much to be willing to re^ 
nounce them for the benefits which were promised 
in agricultural pursuits. At last, however, a colo- 
ny was founded for the Mocobios, the allies of the 
Abipones ; finally, the latter were induced to follow their 
example, and colonies were likewise established among 
them. The first of these was founded for the Abipones 
Rickahes. All the tribes, however, did not readily 
come into the project. A portion of them preferred to 
remain as they were. This brought on long and bloody 
contests among them. Those who remained wild in 
the woods often attacked the colonies, and carried off 
their cattle and other plunder. The Jesuits were also 
exposed to no little danger in some^of tliese invasions. 
The Spaniards joined ^e Abipones, and finally sub- 
dued the Charruas, a fierce equestrian nation, whom 
they instructed and converted. The Jesuits carried 
on their labors for a long time among the colonics, 
whither they had induced the Abipones to remove, 
and many instances of strong attachment towards them 
were exhibited by the caciques or chiefs, whom they 
had instructed and baptized. Their efforts, however, 
were terminated by the breaking out of a war between 
the Spaniards and the Guaranies, in which the Abi- 
pones finally became engaged. The result of this was to 
disperse them again from their settlements, and many 
of them relapsed from their more civilized habits into 
those of savage life. 

It is a remarkable fact in the history of the Abi- 
pones, that they should have first learned the use of 
the horse from the Europeans, and afterwards have 
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become so dexterous in its management They still 
exist, it is said, in South America, but whether they 
are a distinct people, and addicted as before to their 
wild forest-life, or whether they have mingled with 
the nations which have sprung up from the Spanish 
settlements, and bear a Christian name, we have no 
means of determining. Some curious practices among 
them will be related he.reafter, in describing the man- 
ners, customs, and antiquities of the Indian tribes of 
atoB part of South America. 

A remarkable incident, respecting an Indian chief 
of a powerful tribe near Buenos Ayres, is related to 
have occurred in the year 1745. Orellana, as he is 
named in the account, with ten of his followers, having 
been taken captive by the Spaniards, was placed on 
board a Spanish ship of 66 guns and 500 men, and 
there treated with great cruelty. Finding means to 
communicate his plan to his men, they watched their 
time, and when a favorable opportunity occurred, they 
suddenly rose, armed with thongs of leather loaded 
with double-headed shot, prepared beforehand, and 
drove the Spaniards below. They then killed forty of 
them, and kept possession of the ship for two hours, in 
spite of all the efforts of the Spaniards to regain it ; 
but Orellana being at last wounded by a random shot 
through the cabin doors, and seeing the Spaniards on 
the point of success, he, with his brave men, leaped 
overboard, and they were all drowned. 

pf the several Indian tribes that inhabit that large 
tract of territory known by the name of Patagonia, and 
which terminates in the cold and desolate regions of 
Terra del Fuego, we can give no history. They are 
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now, as when first discovered, mere savages, and have 
continued to occupy the soil with little disturbance 
from Europeans. Their country is too poor and re- 
pulsive to tempt the cupidity of civilized man, hence 
it has remained in the possession of its original masters. 
As they have no history worthy of remembrance, so 
they have no means of preserving the memory of 
events ; and thus, like the leaves of the forest, they 
live, pass away, and then slumber in oblivion for ever. 
Their manners and customs alone are worthy of record, 
and these will be given in their proper place. 
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Brazil was discovered in 1500. The first Span- 
iard who yentuied to cross the equator was Vincent 
Pinsscm. He landed at a point on llie coast of Brazil, 
about twenty miles south of Pemambuco. A fleet 
was soon after sent out from Portugal, in which sailed 
^tmX fortunate adventurer, Americus Yespucius, who 
has given his name to the New World. 

The Indians of Brazil were real savages, perfidious, 
eruel, and cannibals, and appear to have had scarcely 
a single noble or generous trait in their characters. The 
dreadful depravity of these tribes seems to have in- 
fused the spirit of furies into the hearts of the fe- 
males ; and when the women of a people are rendered 
ferocious, there is little, if any, chance, that the nation 
will ever, by its own efforts, become civilized. The 
following account of the first interview between the 
Portuguese and the Brazilian Indians is sufficient to 
show the character of the latter. 

When the ships arrived on the coast, in Lat 5^ S., 
a party of natives was discovered on a hill near 
the seaside. Two sailers volunteered to go ashore, 
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and several days passed without their return. At 
length the Portuguese landed, sent a young man to 
meet the savages, and returned to their lAxats. Some 
women came forward to meet him, apparently as ne- 
gotiators. They surrounded him, and seemed to be 
examining him with curiosity and wonder. Presendy 
another woman came down from the hill, having a 
Stake in her hand, with which she got behind him, and 
dealt him a blow that brought him to the ground. Im- 
mediately the others seized him by the feet, and 
dragged him away, and then the Indian men, rusbiog 
to the shore, discharged their arrows at the boats. 

The sailors finally escaped, but they had to witness 
the horrid spectacle of their poor comrade destro3red 
by the ruthless savages. The women cut the body in 
pieces, and held up the mutilated limbs in noockery ; 
then, broiling them over a huge fire, which had been 
prepared, as it seemed, for that purpose, they devoured 
them, with loud rejoicings, in presence of the Por- 
tuguese. The Indians also made signs that they had 
eaten the other two sailors ! 

J It will be neither pleasant nor useful to give any 
more minute accounts of the practice of cannibalism. 
It is sufiicient to say, that the tribes inhabiting the eastern 
part of South America appear to have been sunk in the 
grossest ignorance and most deplorable state of vice and 
misery to which human beings can be reduced. They 
were more like tigers and serpents than men ; for tbcy 
used poisoned arrows, deadly as the " serpent^s tooth," 
in battle ; and they tore and devoured their enemies 
with the voracity of beasts of prey. 

The Europeans, who first settled in Brazil, had to 
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gain all their possessioBs by the sword ; and few would 
go voluntarily to such a place ; the Portuguese settlers 
being mostly convicts, banished for their crimes. As 
might be expected, this class of men, rendered des- 
perate by their situation, and often hardened in crime, 
were not very merciful to the natives, who, in turn, 
showed them no mercy. The bloody conflicts and the 
atrocities on both sides were awful ; yet we can hardly 
feel the same sympathy for the cannibal Indian as for 
the gentle Peruvian, when his country is laid waste 
by the invader. 

It was about fif\y years from the time of the first 
landing of the Portuguese, before a regular administra- 
tion was established and a governor appointed by the 
king of Portugal. The Jesuits then settled in Brazil, and 
began their labor of Christianizing the savages. Sev- 
eral tribes had entered into alliance with the colonists, 
and these Indians were forbidden, by the governor, to 
eat human flesh. To conquer this propensity was the 
great aim of the Jesuits ; but finding that Uiey could 
not reclaim those who had grown old in this vice, they 
set themselves to instructing the children. 

One gentle propensity these Brazilian savages 
showed, which seems hardly compatible with their cruel 
and vindictive characters, — they were passionately 
fond of music, — so fond, that one Jesuit thought ho 
could succeed in Christianizing tiiem by means of 
songs. He taught the children to sing; and when 
be went on his preaching excursions, he usually took 
a number of these little choristers with him, and on 
approaching an inhabited place, one child carried the 
crucifix before them, and^the others followed, singing 
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the litany. The savages, like serpents, were won fey 
Ae voice of the charmer, and received the Jesnft 
joyfully. He set the catechism, creed, and ordinaiy 
prayers, to sol fa ; and the pleasure of learning to sing 
was such a temptation, that the children frequently ran 
away from their parents to put themselves under the 
care of the Jesuits. 

These priests labored with devoted zeal to convert 
the natives. Their exertions were productive of great 
effect ; a change has been gradually wrought, and the 
cannibal propensities, among those tribes that still re- 
main independent, are no longer indulged. 

Many missions, as they are called, that is, villages, 
where a priest resides and instructs the Indians in agri- 
culture and the most essential arts of civilized life, as 
Well as in their Catholic duties, were established by the 
Jesuits, and are still continued. One very unfortunate 
circumstance has done much to alienate the indepen- 
dent tribes from their white neighbours. It was thought 
best to make slaves of the savages, in order to civilize 
them. Walsh thus describes the decree and its ef- 
fect 

" The Indians were, as late as 1798, the occupants 
of the woods, and were generally found resident on 
the banks of the rivers and streams which intersected 
the country. An elderly gentleman, who was secre- 
tary to the undertaking, informed me that it was neces- 
sary for the commissioners and workmen to go con- 
stantly armed, to be protected against their hostility. 
The Puvis lay on the River Parahiba, and others on 
the streams which fall into it. 

** By a mistaken humanity/ however, permission was 
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afterwards giren to the Brazilians to convert their 
neighbours to Christianity ; and for this laudable ol^ 
ject, they were allowed to retain them in a state of 
bondage for ten years, and then dismiss them free, 
when instructed in the arts of civilized life, and the 
more important knowledge of Christianity. This per- 
mission, as was to be expected, produced the very op- 
posite efiectB. 

" A decree for the purpose was issued so late as the 
year 1608, by Don John, and it was one of the meas« 
ures which he thought best to reclaim the abongineSf 
who had just before committed some ravages. He 
directed that the Indians, y^ho were conquered, ^HHild 
be distributed among the agriculturists, who should 
support, clothe, civilize, and instruct them in the prin* 
ciples of our holy religion, but should be allowed to 
use the services of the same Indians for a certain 
number of years, in compensation for the expense c^ 
their instruction and management 

^^ This unfortunate permission at once destroyed all 
iDtercourse between ^e natives and the Brazilians. 
The Indians were everywhere hunted down for the 
sake of their salvation ; wars were excited among the 
tribes, for the laudable purpose of bringing in eadi 
other as captives, to be converted to Christianity ; and 
the most sacred objects were prostituted to the base cu« 
pidity of man, by even this humane and limited per* 
n^ion of reducing his fellow-creatures to slavery. 

'^ In the distant provinces, particularly on the banks 
of the Maranhao, it is still practised, and white men set 
out for the woods to seek their fortunes ; that is, to 
hunt Indians and return with slaves. The consequence 



,y Google 



136 INDIANS OF BBAZIL. 

was, tbat all who could escape retired to the remotest 
fin'ests ; and there is not one to be now found in a 
state of nature in all the wooded region. 

" It frequently happened, as we passed -along, that 
dark wreaths of what appeared like smoke arose from 
among distant trees on the- sides of the mountains, 
and they seemed to us to be decisive marks of Indmn 
wigwams ; but we found them to be nothing more 
&an misty exhalations, which shot up in thin, circum- 
scribed columns, exactly resembling smoke issuing 
from the aperture of a chimney. 

" We met, however, one, in the woods, with a 
copper-colored face, high cheek-bones, small dark eyes 
approaching each other, a vacant, stupid 'cast of coun- 
tenance, and long, lank, black hair hanging on his 
shoulders. He had on him some approximation to a 
Portuguese dress, and belonged to one of the aldeas 
formed in this region ; but he had probably once wan- 
dered about these woods in a state of nature, where he 
was now going peaceably along on a European road. 

" We had passed, in going through Valen^a, one of 
these aldeas of the Indians of the valley of Parahiba, 
Christianized and instructed in the arts of civilized life. 
Another, called the Aldea da Pedra, is situated on the 
river, nearer to its mouth, where the people still retain 
their erratic habits, though apparency conforming to 
our usages. 

" They live in huts, thatched with palm-leaves ; 
and when not engaged in hunting and fishing, which 
is their chief and favorite employment, they gather 
ipecacuanha, and fell timber. They are docile and 
pacific, having no cruel propensities, but are disposed 
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to be hospitable to strangers. Their family attach* 
ments are not very strong, either for their wives or 
children, as they readily dispose of both to a traveller 
for a small compensation.'^ 

One of the most ferocious tribes of Brazil was the 
Botocudos, thought to be the remafns of a powerful 
and most cruel race, which the early settlers called 
Aymores. This tribe disfigured themselves by making 
a large hple in the under-lip, and wearing therein a 
piece of white wood, or some ornament. They also 
cut large holes in their ears, and stuck feathers in the 
aperture for ornaments. They used to go entirely 
naked, and, brown as the beasts of the forest, were 
frightful objects to behold. 

" The Brazilian government," sajrs Mr. Walsh, " de- 
serves credit for the manner in which it has managed 
these Indians. They lived on the Rio Doce, and laid 
waste every settlement attempted in that beautiful and 
fertile region. In 1809, a party of Europeans were 
sent up the river, and ihey found one hundred and fifty 
&rnis in ruins, whose proprietors had either perished 
or fled. Detachments were accordingly ordered in all 
directions, to restrain the inroads of the savages, and to 
punish their aggressions ; and every encouragement was 
held out, to establish new settlements and civilize them. 

" Every village consisting of twelve huts of Indians 
and ten of whites was to be considered a villa, with all 
its benefits and privileges ; and sesmarios, or grants of 
land, were made to such as would become cultivators, 
giving all the privileges and advantages of original do- 
notorios. New roads were then opened to form a more 
easy communication, and considerable effect was pro- 
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duced oa these intractable natives. The Puyis, a 
neighbouring tribe, to the number of one thousand, 
were located in villages, called ald^as; and the arts 
and industry of civilized life made more progress among 
them, in a few years from this period, than they had 
belbre done in so many centimes.'' 
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THE INDIANS OF FLORIDA. 



Thk peninsula of Florida was discovered and named 
by a Spanish adventurer, called Ponce de Leon, who^ 
on his second voyage, was mortally wounded in a c<m&- 
flict with the natives. A few years after this^ a small 
vessel was driven on the coast by severe weather, and 
a traffic commenced with the natives for silver and gold. 
Other adventurers began to turn their attention to this 
Buppoded land of wealth, and Lucas Vasquez de Ayll- 
on fitted out two vessels to cruise among the islands, 
and kidnap the Indians for laborers in the mines. The 
ships were driven to the shore, near a cape, which was 
named St Helena. When the natives of the country, 
which bore 'the name of Chicorea, first saw the ves- 
sels, they fancied them to be huge sea-monsters ; but 
when they saw white, bearded men, dad in armor, 
come forth from them, they were so terrified that they 
ran away. Their fears, however, were soon dispelled, 
and a trade was begun, in which they received trinkets 
in exchange for pearls, skins, gold, and silver. 

When, at length, the Spaniards were ready for sail- 
ing, the Lidians were invited on board of the ships ; 
and while many of them crowded the vessels, gazing 
9 
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in wonder at all they saw, the adventurers treacher- 
ously closed the hatches on those who were below, 
and set sail for St. Domingo. The natives, thus en- 
trapped, remained sullen and gloomy, and refused to 
partake of food, so that most of them perished on their 
voyage. 

Ayllon now determined to make an expedition to 
Florida in person, and fitted out three large vessels, 
taking with him a former adventurer as a guide. The 
latter, however, was unable to find the place sought 
f<w, and they finally landed ne£ur Ohicorea, where 
they were so well received that the chief aflowed 
two hundred di the men to visit his principal vil- 
li^, three leagues in the intenor. The natives feasted 
them for three days, and haying thus thrown them off 
their guard, rose upon diem l^ night, and massacred 
the whc^e. After this, they repaired, early in the 
morning, to the harbour, where they surprised Ayllon 
and his guards. The few who survived speedily got 
on board the vessel, and hastened back to St. Domingo. 

In 1628, Panfilo Narvaez reached the coast of Flor- 
ida with a . squadron of four barks and a brigantine. 
He landed four hundred men and fifty horses, and took 
possession of the country in the name of the king of 
Spain, unopposed by the natives. On penetrating into 
the interior, in search of gold, he and his men found 
the principal village deserted ; and not only were 
Aey disappointed of finding the chief object of their 
wishes, but the warlike natives harassed them on their 
march through swamps filled with decayed trees, where 
they had often to wade in the water up to their breasts. 
The Indians seemed of giant height ; they had enor- 
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mous bows, and discharged their anovs with suck 
prodigious force as to penetrate steel aripor at the dis* 
tance of two hundred yards. After a most disastrous 
inarch, the greater part of the Spaniards finally reached 
the shore, and embarked, but they were lost at sea* 
Five of the party, who had set out in another direction^ 
crossed Northern Florida, the Mississippi, the desert 
and mountains beyond, and, afler some years, succeed* 
ed in reaching the Spanish settlements in Mexico, 

But the most important exploration of Floride^ and 
^ territory north and west, was made at an early 
period by Hernando de Soto and his band. He left 
Cuba on the 12th of May, 1539, with a squadxon of 
eight large vessels, a caravel, and two brigantines ; his 
armament, besides the ships' crews, consisting of not 
less than one thousand men and three hundred and 
fifty horses. On the thirteenth day, he arrived in the 
bay which he called Espiritu Santo. The natives, 
alarmed at the sight of such an invading force, imme* 
diately kindled fires all along the coast, to summoa 
their warriors. The troops, on landing, the last day 
of the month, did not encounter a single Indian, and 
they remained all night on shore in a state of careless 
security. 

At break of day, however, a sudden onset was made 
upon them by a vast army of the Indians. Several of 
the troops were wounded, others were panic^truck, 
and retreated to the shore. Belief was sent from tha 
ships, and the Indians were finally put to fiight. liandf 
ing the remainder of his forces, De Soto found the 
villages deserted, and learned, from some prisoners he 
took, that the hostility he had encountered was OCCA- 
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noned by outrages committed by Narvaez on a cacique 
of the village, called Hivrihigua. Having gained his 
friendship, and formed a treaty with him, the treadier- 
ous Spaniard, in a fit of passion, ordered the cacique's 
nose to be cut off, and his mother to be torn in pieces 
by dogs. De Soto endeavoured, by sending presents 
to the mutilated chief, to gain his favor ; but he in- 
dignantly replied to the messages, ^^ I want none of 
their speeches and promises ; bring me their heads, 
and I wDl joyfully receive them." 

Juan Ortiz, a follower of Narvaez, who had been 
captured by Hivrihigua, was obtained as an interpreter. 
This man was one of four on whom the cacique had 
determined to wreak his vengeance, on account of the 
treatment he had received. The others were stripped 
naked, led out into the public square, and set at liberty, 
to be shot to death by arrows. To prolong their torture, 
only one Indian was allowed to shoot at a time, and in 
this manner they were all killed, with the exception of 
Juan Ortiz. This was a youth hardly eighteen years 
old, and his appearance, as he was led forth to execu- 
tion, so touched the hearts of the wife and daughters 
of the cacique, that, at their intercession, he was spar- 
ed. He was, however, reduced to a state of slavery, 
made to bear burdens, and be the object of barbarous 
amusements. At one time, he was bound down on a 
wooden frame, over a bed of live coals, to be roasted 
alive. Again his pitying protectors came to his relief, 
and, by their entreaties, he was once more spared. 

Afler various adventures, he was committed to a 
neighbouring cacique, by the daughter of Hivrihigua, 
and remained there till sent for by De Soto to act as 
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an interpreter. The cacique under whose protection he 
had been, named Mucozo, also came to the Spanish 
camp with his warriors, and, in reply to the assurances 
of De Soto that he should be kindly treated, he magnan- 
imously said, " What I have done to Ortiz is but little ; 
he came commended to me, and threw himself on my 
protection. There is a law of our tribe which forbids 
our betraying a fugitive who asks of us an asylum. 
But his own virtue and dauntless courage entitled him 
to all the respect which was shown him. That I have 
pleased your people, I rejoice exceedmgly, and by de- 
voting myself henceforth to their service, I hope to 
merit their esteem." 

The mother of Mucozo, distressed with fears for her 
son, also came, and begged De Soto to deliver him 
up. " He is young," said she ; " only give him hia 
liberty, and take me, who am a poor old woman, and 
do with me as you please. I will bear any punishment 
for both." Though treated with kindness, she still con- 
tinued anxious and suspicious. She would eat nothing 
at the governor's table till Ortiz had first lasted it ; and 
when asked how it happened that she, who so feared 
death, should offer to die for her son, she replied, " I 
love life as others do, but I would willingly lose it to 
save a son who is far dearer to me than life itself." 
Though assured by her son that he was entirely at 
liberty, she returned home in sorrow. 

By means of kindness to some of his captives, whom 
he allowed to go home loaded with presents, De Soto 
tried to soften the stern cacique, Hivrihigua. His 
reply was, " The memory of my injuries forbids my 
sending a kind answer, and a harsh one your courtesy 
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will not allow me to return.^* Learning that Hiyrihigim 
was concealed in a forest not far from the camp, <me 
of De Sc^'s followers imdertook to capture him. He 
had not gone far, before he met a messenger from the 
cacique, who begged him, in the name of his master, 
not to proceed any further,, as the old cacique was 
secure in his fortress, and he could not reach him, 
while he would be exposed to great danger m the mo- 
rasses and forests which lay in his way. The evei^ 
proved according to the warning ; for, notwithstanding 
repeated messages to the same effect, the foolhardy 
cavalier persisted, and was finally compelled to return 
home without having accomplished his purpose. 

As the Spaniards advanced into the interior of tiie 
country, ^y found warlike Itidians hanging about 
their path, and harassing them at every step. The 
savages assailed their enemy with great fury, and 
fbught bravely ; but they were no match for horsemen 
so armed at all points that the arrows could make no 
impression on them. On the approach of De Soto, 
the caciques fled into the woods, and prepared for re- 
Mstance. One of these, named Acuera, being invited 
to a peaceable interview, replied, " Others of your 
accursed race have, in years past, poisoned our peace- 
ful shores. They have taught me what you are. What 
k your employment ? To wander about, like vaga- 
bonds, from land to land ; to rob the pow ; to betray 
the confiding ; to murder, in cold blood, the defence- 
less. No; with such a people I want no peace, no 
^iendship. War, never-ending, exterminating war, is 
t\i that I ask. You boast yourselves valiant, and so 
yott max be ; but my faithful warriors are not les» 



,y Google 



THS INDIANS OF FLOBIDl. 186 

brave, and this, too, you shall one day know; fori 
have sworn to maintain an unsparing hostility, while 
one white man remains in my borders. Not openly in 
the battle, T- though even Uius we fear not to meet 
you, — but by stratagem, and ambush, and midnight 
surprisal, shall you be met'^ 

To the demand of obedience to the emperor of 
Spain, the Indian replied, ^^ I am king in my own 
land, and will never become the vassal of a mortal like 
myself. Vile and pusillanimous is he who will submit 
to the yoke of another, when he may be free. As for 
me and my people, we choose death, yes, a hundred 
deaths, before the loss of our liberty, and tlie subjuga* 
tkm of our country." 

De Soto sent out persons in every quarter to explore 
the country, but the Indians lurked in ambush, and 
cut off every Spaniard who strayed from the camp \ 
and though De Soto caused the bodies to be buried, 
yet the Indians always returned in the night, dug them 
up, cut them in pieces, and hung them on the trees. 
Fourteen Europeans thus perished, and many more 
were wounded. In thia manner the natives fulfilled their 
threats. " Keep on, robbers and traitors," said they ; 
** in Acuera and Apalachee, we will treat you as you 
deserve. Every captive will we quarter and hang up 
on the highest trees along the road." 

As De Soto advanced still further, he was attacked 
by some of the subjects of the cacique, Ocali. The ad- 
ventures of the Spaniards with Vitachuco were remark- 
able, but we cannot detail them here.* In the fierce 

* See *« Lives of Famoufl ladiaiit." 
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battles fought with De Soto, the ladian warriors show- 
ed great bravery, but they were finally defeated, and 
nearly exterminated. The same determined spiiit of 
resistance was manifested by almost every tribe of the 
Florida Indians. 

After many battles and skirmishes, the Spaniards 
approached a village called Anhayea. The Indians 
had fled, but it was found to contain two hundred and 
fifty large and commodious houses; besides which, 
there were said to be many others in the province, 
consisting of from fifty to a hundred houses. There 
were, also, many dwellings scattered about the coun- 
try. De Soto, to relieve himself from the haras^ng 
attacks of the Indians in this quarter, formed a plan 
to get possession of the cacique, Capafi. This person 
was so fat and unwieldy, that he could neither walk 
nor stand. When he went about his dwelling, he was 
obliged to move on his hands and knees, and in gcang 
from place to place was borne in a litter on the shoul- 
ders of his subjects. Learning that he was in the midst 
of a dense and vast forest, about eight leagues off, 
fortified in the strongest manner known to this people, 
and garrisoned by a band of his bravest and choicest 
warriors, so that he felt himself to be uxipregnable, De 
Soto determined to attack him. 

The Spaniards met with a strong resistance at the 
entrance of the defile which led to the open place 
where the cacique had taken up his abode. It was so 
narrow that but two could go in abreast The pali- 
sades were, however, gained in succession, and the 
place of the cacique's refuge finally reached. Here a 
desperate conflict took place. Perceiving the danger 
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of their chief, the Indians threw themselves on the 
swords and spears of the Spaniards. Many were the 
valiant feats performed on both sides ; but as the In- 
dians were without defensive armor, most of them were 
at last cut down, and the cacique, knowing that further 
resistance was vain, called on the survivors to surren- 
der. They therefore threw themselves before the 
Spanish leader, and offered their own lives, but be* 
sought him to spare that of their cacique. 

De Soto assured them of pardon, and that he would 
henceforth consider them as his friends. Capafi, una- 
ble to walk, was taken up on the arms of his attend- 
ants to kiss De Soto^s hands, who treated him with 
urbanity and kindness. The wily chief, however, on 
the return to the village of Anhayea, found means to 
escape. This was effected in the following manner. 
TTie Indians, notwithstanding the captivity of their 
chief, did not cease their efforts to annoy the Span- 
iards. De Soto reproached the cacique with ingrati- 
tude, and threatened a war of extermination. The 
cacique expressed his grief, and said, that as the chief 
assailants were concealed in a thick forest, five or six 
leagues off, he would go there under guard of some 
Spaniards, and persuade them to submit. 

De Soto sent him, attended by a company of horse 
and foot, who were ordered to watch him closely, and 
not allow him to escape. On reaching the forest, at 
sunset, the cacique sent some Indians to the warriors 
who were there concealed, with orders to assemble 
before him the next morning. The Spaniards, satis* 
fied that the orders of the cacique would be obeyed, 
betook themselves to rest, having stationed their senti- 
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nels, and placed a guard over the chief; but, owing to 
the fatigue of their long niiarch, they all fell asleep. 
Perceiving this, the cacique watched his opporlum^, 
crawled on Ihs hands and knees through the camp, and 
soon fell in with a party of his warriors, who took him 
on their shoulders and carried him away. The Span- 
iards, mortified with the result of their expedition, re- 
turned, and on their march were taunted by the In- 
dians for the failure of their schemes. They pretended 
to De Soto that they had lost their captive by some art 
of necromancy, and he, though aware of the truth, ap- 
parently yielded to the story, saying, that the Indians 
were such wonderful necromancers that they might 
have per^med still greater feats of skill. 

In an attempt made by a garrison left behind at 
Hivrihigua to reach t)e Soto, a terrible battle ensued 
m a morass, which came near proving fatal to the 
whole party. Nothing but the fall of the Indian chief 
who led the onset saved them from destruction. The 
battle took place in the water, and the Indians rushed 
with wiki yells from behind bushes, brakes, and the 
trunks of trees, discharging showers of arrows at their 
enemy. The h(»rses, being wounded, became furious, 
and threw off the foot-soldiers, who were mounted 
behind the horsemen. They were thus exposed to the 
arrows of the enemy, who perceived their fall, and 
rushed fbrward to despatch them. 

In front of the assailants was an Indian entirely 
nfetked, bold and fearless, with a large plume of feath- 
eifs on his head* He sought to gain the shelter of a 
great tree whk^h lay between him and the Spaniards. 
One of these, bearing a crossbow, sent an arrow with 
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80 true an aim^ that it pierced him through the breast* 
He staggered forward a few paces, crying out to his 
foflowers, ** These traitors have slain me ! " His com- 
rades then rushed to his aid, received him in theit 
arms, and, passing him cm from one to another, carried 
him away. 

In ano^er part of the morass, the battle Wdd not 
less bloody, and the Spemiards were losing ground^ 
when, at the most critical moment, the news came to 
the Indians that their chief was mortally wounded; 
this checked their ardor, and they began to retreat 
The Spaniards halted for the night, and it is said that 
scarcely a man among them had escaped without a 
wound. 

On resuming their match^ every inch of ground wait 
disputed by the enemy, till the adventurers came to all 
open plain, where the cavalry could act with efieet* 
The Indians then departed, but, when night came, 
they hovered round the camp with dreadful yells and 
howHngs, taunting their foes, and launching against 
them clouds of arrows, thus forcing them to keep in 
perpetual motion. Frequently, the Spaniards were 
obliged to remove barriers and palisades which ob» 
structed their march, and to cut their way through the 
tangled thicket ; While the Indians, from their ambush^ 
cried out, " Where are you going, robbers ? We have 
already killed your chief and all hk warriors ! " 

The Spaniards having spent the winter of 1589 in 
Apalachee, where they were perpetually annoyed by 
ihe bold and warlike savages, resumed their march cm 
itue arrival of spring* As they advanced, they came 
to the deserted village of Achese, where they made 
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pnsoners of two warriors, who, being brought before 
De Soto, demanded, in a bold and feariess manner, 
" What seek you in our land, peace or war ? " De 
Soto replied, " We seek not war with any one ; but 
our wish is to cultivate peace and friendship. We are 
in search of a distant province, and all we ask is food 
by the road." The warriors promised to supply all 
necessary food, and an embassy being sent to the ca- 
cique of Cofa, he returned a deputation of two thou- 
sand Indians, with a present of rabbits, partridges, and 
maize, and a great number of dogs. The cacique also 
gave ^e Spaniards a generous welcome, and set apart 
his own dwelling for De Soto, providing, likewise, 
quarters for the army. The province is said to have 
been very extensive, fertile, and populous. The na- 
tives were peaceful, domestic, and afiable, treating the | 
strangers with great kindness. 

De Soto, who had brought with him a piece of ord- 
nance, showed its power by prostrating, with ten shoti, 
a large oak-tree. The cacique and his people mani- 
fested great amazement as well as pleasure ; and when 
the Spaniards departed, the chief sent messengers to 
his brother Cofaqui, the cacique of an adjoining prov- 
ince, still more opulent and powerful than his own, 
begging him to receive the strangers kindly. He like- 
wise, in company with his warriors, escorted the army 
one day's march, and, having bidden them farewell, 
charged some of his people to go on further, and do 
all in their power to serve them. 

The cacique Cofaqui, on receiving his brother's 
message, sent four chiefs, with a train of Indians, to 
wekome De Soto and his band. As they drew near, 
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te went out, richly decorated, to receive thera ; taking 
"vrith him a company of warriors who carried their 
tx^ws and arrows in their hands, and wore tall plumes 
on their heads, with rich mantles of mactin-skin, finely 
dressed, over their shoulders. Four thousand warriors 
"were appointed to escort the strangers, with an equal . 
number of retainers to carry supplies and clothing. 
These Indians depended on the chase for animal food ; 
"but their principal articles of provision were maize, 
dried plums, grapes, walnuts, and acorns. 

A short time before the Spaniards departed, the ca- 
cique called his chief warrior to him in the public 
square, and there, in the presence of De Soto and his 
officers, said, " You well know that a perpetual enmity 
has existed between our fkthers and the Indians of Co- 
fachiqui. That bitter hatred, you are aware, has not 
abated in the least ; the deep wrongs, the notorious in- 
juries, we have suffered from that vile tribe, still rankle 
in our hearts, unrevenged ! The present opportunity 
must not be lost ! You, the leader of my warriors, 
must accompany this chief and his braves, and under 
tiieir protection wreak vengeance on our enemies ! I 
need say no more to you ; I leave our cause and our 
honor in your hands." 

The Indian chief, to whom this message was ad- 
dressed, was called Patofa; he had a graceful form 
and striking features, with a noble expression of coun- 
tenance ; and his whole demeanour showed that he was 
worthy of the trust confided in him. Eising up, he 
threw off his mantle of skin, seized a broadsword of 
palm-wood, and performed an exercise with it which 
excited the admiration of even the Spanish cavaliers. 
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After iBimy aingular eyolutkiis, he stof^d bef(»9 te 
cacique, and, with a profound i^vex^ence, said, ^^I 
pledge my word to ftdfil your opmioaads, so far as 
I am able ; aod, by the &vor of these straogers, I 
proBiise to revenge the insults, the deatha, and losses 
that our &thers have sustained from the people of Co- 
fachiqui* My vengeance shall be such that the mem- 
ory of your past evils shall be for ever wiped away. 
My daring again to appear in your presence will be a 
token that your commands have been executed. For 
if the fates deny my hopes, never again diall you be* 
hold me, never again shall the sun shine upon me. If 
Ae enemy deny me death, my own hand will find it. 
I will inflk^t upon myself the punishment my cowar- 
dice or evil fortune will merit." 

The cacique rose up and embraced him, and, taking 
from his own shoulders a beautiful mantle of martin- 
skins, placed it on Patofa^s shoulders, and said, ''I 
consider that what you have promised is as certain as 
if it were already done ; therefore do I reward you as 
for services already rendered." 

Tlie march now commenced, and soon after an 
Indian deserted. Patofa sent some men in pursuit 
of him, and he was brought back in fetters. The 
chief ordered him to be led to the banks of a small 
stream, where he was stripped, thrown on the ground, 
and commanded to drink the streamlet dry. The cul- 
prit dmnk till he could swallow no more ; but the mo- 
ment he raised his head from the water, five Indians, 
who were stationed near, belabored him with their 
clubs till be began again. Some of his comrades hur- 
ried to De Soto, and begged his interposition ; and he 
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accoidiiigly released, though half dead with the 
water be had swallowed. 

The army, as they advanced on the high road, at 
length came to a dense forest, and, jls the hidians pro« 
fessed to be as ignorant of the way as the Spaniards, De 
Soto suspected treachery, and called upon Pfttofk to ex« 
plain how it was, that, of his eight thousand men, not 
one Juiew the way to Cofachiqui, with the people of 
which they had been so often engaged in war ? Pato« 
fit declared his ignorance of the place, saying, that tho 
wars refenred to had been carried on solely by skiiu 
mbhes; and as the natives of Ck>fachiqui were the 
moat powerful and had been most frequently victorious^ 
his people were afraid to pass beyond their own Iron* 
tiers. '^ But,^' said he, '^ do you suspect that I have led 
your army into these deserts to perish 7 If so, take 
what hostages you please. If my head will suffice, 
take it ; if not, you may behead every individual of 
my band, as they will obey me even to the death/' 

At length, they came in sight of a country studded 
with numerous villages. Here Patofa and his men 
stole out of the camp by night, assaulted a temple, 
and massacred every Indian in it, taking their scalps 
as trophies, to be carried to their cacique, Cofaqui. 
After laying waste the country for many leagues, slay- 
ing and scalping every man, woman, and child, 
sacking and pillaging villages and temples, and even 
breaking into the sepulchres, — Patofa and his follow- 
ers returned home, laden with spoils, and pleased 
with having fulfilled the promise made to the cacique. 
De Soto had now reached the dominions of the kind 
princess Cofachiqui, which doubtless formed a part 
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of the present State of Geoi^ ; * but as the Indians 
here, and even farther on, belonged to the Florida 
tribes, and as the country itself constituted a portion of 
the territory originally ccdled Florida, it will be proper 
to give some account of them in this connection. We 
therefore pursue the narrative of De Soto^s march 
through this region. 

The next place mentioned in the story of the adven- 
turers is the province of Achalaque, said, by the nar- 
rator, to be the most wretched in all Florida. The 
inhabitants were a feeble, peaceful race, nearly naked, 
living chiefly on herbs, roots, and wild fowl. Be- 
yond this, was a province called Xuala. Groasing 
a chain of low mountains which were uninhabited, 
the Spaniards next reached the province of Guaxule. 
When within a league of the principal town, they 
were met by the cacique, with 500 warriors richly 
dressed in mantles of various kinds of skins, and 
adorned with gay feathers. His village consisted of 
about 300 houses. His own dwelling, into which 
he received De Soto, stood on a mound, and was 
encircled by a terrace wide enough for six men to 
walk upon it abreast. 

Still farther on, after passing through a desert coun- 
try, they came to a village named Ichiaha, standing 
at the extremity of an island more than five leagues 
in length, the cacique of which gave them a po- 
lite and friendly welcome. After another day's march, 
they came to a village called Acoste, the ccu^ique of 
which was a fierce warrior. He placed himself in 



* FcMT an account of Co&ohiqiii, see *< Livea of Famous In- 
dians." 
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battle anay at the head of 1,500 of his men, who 
were decorated with wcur plumes, and equipped with 
arms. AAer some difficulties, a good understand* 
ing was established, and the Spaniards were received 
with hospitality. Continuing their march, they met 
^th numerous tribes, and encountered a great va- 
riety of adventures. From the giant chieftain, Tus- 
caloosa,* they received the fiercest resistance; and 
the Chickasaws, who were a brave and numerous 
people, assailed them with desperate resolution. As. 
they proceeded, new enemies sprang up to meet them,. 
who either gave them open battle, or hung upon; 
tfieir skirts, and harassed them with perpetual at- 
tacks. At one time, they came in sight of a fortress,. 
garrisoned by Indians, whose bodies were painted in 
stripes of white, black, and red, and their faces black- 
ened, with red circles about their eyes. Some of 
tibem wore feathers, and some horns on their heads, 
so that they looked more like devils than men. Hav- 
ing kindled a fire in front of their fort, they pretended 
to knock one of their companions on the head with a 
elub, and then swung him by the feet and shoulders, 
as if they were throwing him into the flames ; thus 
intimating to the Spaniards the kind of treatment they 
might expect if any of them fell into their hands. 
The fortress was, however, stormed and carried after 
a desperate fight, and a fearful scene of blood and car- 
nage ensued, in which multitudes of the Indians were 
slaughtered. 

It is unnecessary to give further details respecting 

• See " Lives of Famous Indians." 
10 
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the adventures of De Soto and his companions. We 
need only say, that, having proceeded westward till he 
had crossed the Mississippi, this daring leader was 
seized with fever, of which he died after an illness 
of seven days. His band of followers, after experi- 
encing great vicissitudes, succeeded in^ descending the 
Mississippi, amid hosts of enemies, and, though greatly 
reduced in numbers, they at length reached the Gulf 
of Mexico in 1543. Thus terminated this celebrated 
expedition, which occupied four years, and in which 
the troops are said to have marched between four and 
five thouscmd miles. 

The subsequent history of the original Indian tribes 
of Florida affords nothing of interest. Under the op- 
pression of the Spanish dominion, many of them were 
destroyed, and others driven off, so that but few re- 
mained. Most of them seem to have been conquered, 
incorporated with the later Seminoles, and intermin- 
gled with fugitive negroes. The recent painful his- 
tory of these we shall hereafter notice. The greater 
part have been removed across the Mississippi, by the 
United States government, and only a remnant are 
left to occupy what is now the Territory of Florida. 
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When the Europeans began their settlements in 
what is now the territory of the United States, the 
whole country was occupied by a great number of 
separate and independent tribes. Upon the investiga- 
tion of their languages, it has been found that they 
consisted of a few great families, or nations, which 
have been thus distributed by learned writers. 

The AlgonquinSj or ChippewaSj were spread over the 
entire continent east of the Mississippi and north of Cape 
Hatteras, with the exception of the regions inhabited 
by the Esquimaux^ far to the north, and the territory 
claimed by the HuronSy or Wyandots, /Phis latter fam- 
ily, which included the Iroquois ^ or Six Nations^ spread 
themselves over the space now occupied by New York, 
a part of Ohio, and the whole of Upper Canada. 
The Mobilian, or Florida nations, included the tribes 
south of Cape Fear and west of the Mississippi, ex- 
cepting the Natchez^ inhabiting the country around the 
modem city of that name, and the Uchees, who held the 
country contiguous to the present town of Augusta, in 
Georgia. The Cherokees^ Tuscaroras, and CatawhaSy 
three considerable nations, occupied the territory of the 
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Carolinas, Virginia, and Tennessee. The Siotiv, or 
Dahcotahs^ dwelt along the western borders of the 
Mississippi. 

These families, or nations, as we have already said, 
were broken into a multitude of distinct tribes, each 
having, for , th^ pipst part, its particular dialect, and 
carrying on war against every other tribe. In some 
instances, several tribes were confederated together, 
either for the purposes of defence or aggression. Theu" 
wl)ole number has been varipiifsly estimated, but it 
probably did not exceed 500,000 at thie time of the 
settlemppt at Jan>estown, in 1607. 

Wjien our ancestors came to these shores, they 
found th^ Indians thinly scattered over the country, 
though occasionally gathered in considerable groups 
in the more fprtile valleys, and along the banks of 
rivers, lakes, and bays. They were in the rudest state 
of society, without science, without arts/ without any 
m^eitallic instruments, without domestic animals. They 
raised a little corn, which the women cultivated with 
a clam-shell, or the shoulder-blade of the bufiklo. De- 
vojui^ing this with savage improvidence, they obtained a 
precarious supply for the rest of the year by gathering 
^ nuts and roots, or by hunting and fishing. Half clad 
ip skjns, or entirely naked, they roamed from place to 
plfice,, passing their lives, alternately, in stupid idleness, 
^4 tl)e fiercest excitements of war and the chase. Ig- 
npra|:^t of the past, and improvident of the future, most 
<jf these tribes were sunk in the lowest depths of hu- 
man fiegradation. 

. ,Such wqre the occupants of the soil, when the Eu- 
ropean settlers came to establish themselves here. 
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Xhroughout the continent, the Indiaos appear to have 
been at first disposed to give a hospitable reception to 
the strangers who visited their shores ; but they Svere 
soon taught to dread, and then to hate, a people, who 
shot them down, subjected them to slavery, and robbed 
them of their property and lands, ^itho^t mercy or 
scruple. When the settlements bega;n along our At- 
lantic coast, more than a century hqd passed since the 
discovery of the continent by Columbus, and ample 
time had elapsed for many of the tribes to experience, 
and all to know, the oppressive and formidable charac- 
ter of these European invaders. 

Though the number of the Indians in this quarter 
was not great, yet their skill in war, and the deep- 
seated jealousy and hatred of the white race, which 
had gro^vn up with them, rendered them a fearful foe 
to feeble colonies, separated by a wide ocean from the 
protection and succour of their native land. The con- 
tests of our forefathers with the Indians, therefore, 
were full of the deepest interest to them, and abound 
in incidents which cannot fail to arrest the attention of 
every reader. 

When the Europeans first planted themselves at 
Jamestown, according to Captain Smith's account, the 
country, from the sea-coast to the mountains, was in- 
habited by forty-three different tribes. Thirty of these 
spread over the tract of country south of the Potomac, 
within a space of about 8,000 square miles. Within 
sixty miles of Jamestown, it is said, there were 5,000 
of these natives. There were several confederacies 
among them, the chief of which were the Powhatan 
confederacy, the confederacy of the Mannahoacks, and 
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that of the Monacans. These last two were united in 
a grand alliance against the Powhatan league. Long 
and bloody wars were maintained between these rival 
sovereignties. The Mannahoack confederacy embrac- 
ed thirteen tribes, eight of whom were under the Man- 
nahoacks, and five under the Monacans. Besides these, 
there were also the independent tribes of the Notto 
ways, Meherriks, Tuteloes, and various others. 

These tribes, especially the Powhatan confederacy, 
were not disposed to allow the English to settle down 
among them unmolested. Though at times preserving 
a show of peace, feelings of hostility rankled in their 
hearts, and the colonists were obliged to be always on 
their guard. Nor can we blame the Indians that they 
felt inimical to the settlers. Hitherto, they had remain- 
ed sole lords and proprietors of the vast territory over 
which they roamed, undisturbed except by the wars 
which they carried on with each other. To break in 
upon this supremacy, and to appropriate their lands, 
the white man came and planted himself down, not 
only assuming a superiority of intelligence and power, 
but of right. The means of communication with dis- 
tant tribes were evidently greater than has sometimes 
been imagined, and doubtless the story of Cortes, De 
Soto, and other invaders, had reached the ears of these 
savages. We shall not be surprised, therefore, to find 
that Powhatan, the chief of the tribe of that name, soon 
began to grow hostile to his new neighbours at James- 
town, after their settlement in 1607. The enemy 
he had to oppose, however, was the undaunted and 
chivalrous Captain Smith, whose earlier history seems 
almost like a romance, appropriately followed out by 
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the strange incidents of his residence in the col- 
ony. * 

The Indians, in the course of numerous attacks and 
skirmishes, learned to regard Smith as a foe hy no 
means to be despised ; and when, in one of his expedi- 
tions, he was taken captive, their joy knew no bounds. 
After being led from one chief to another. Captain 
Smith was finally presented to Powhatan himself. 
Opechancanough, who was his successor, seems to 
have cherished strong feelings of dislike to Smith, and 
had Powhatan felt disposed to spare him, he would 
have found himself opposed by his chief warriors. 
Finally, when he had been seen by all the Indians, 
and experiments had been tried on his courage, it was 
determined, in a council of chiefs, that he should have 
his brains beaten out with a club. 

The appointed day arrived. Powhatan and his 
warriors were present, exulting in the scene. The 
captive was brought forth ; two large stones were 
placed in a suitable position, and he was laid upon 
them. At this moment, the compassionate Pocahontas, 
the darling daughter of Powhatan, sprang forward, and, 
clasping Smith in her arms, shielded his head with her 
person, and declared that he should not be killed, un- 
less she, too, fell beneath the same blow. So strange 
an event appears to have made a deep impression on 
the father. His daughter persisting in her determina- 
tion to die with the captive, the chief yielded. Smith 



* For the details of Smith's life, see ** Curiosities of Human 
Nature," and " Lives of Celebrated American Indians," article 
" Pocahontas." 
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was sarecl, and sent home to Jamestown. TbiftsUOL* 
ing event took place in 1607. 

Still, Powhatan, for a oonsideraUe time, remained 
the foe of the whites, ^d at various times desi^ied 
evil against the colony ; but his schemes were firus- 
trated by the vigilance of Smith, aided by the cautions 
of Pocahontas, who proved herself, on many occasicMS, 
his friend. The heroic girl herself was afterwards 
taken prisoner, and durmg her residence at Jamestown 
was married to Mr. Rolfe, a gentleman of great re- 
specte^bility. Powhatan was then induced to relinquish 
his hostility, and become the friend of the whites. BGs 
daughter and her husband went to England, where she 
was admitted to see the queen, but she died as she was 
about to return. 

Opechancanough, the successor of Powhatan, was 
said to be originally from the souths and some have 
ccmjectured that he was of Mexican descent, as his 
appearance is described to have differed from that of 
the other Indians of the Powhatan confederacy. He 
was a man of more than ordinary abilities, and burned 
with a desire to rid hi» country of those whom he 
viewed as invaders of her soil. In 1622, he concerted 
a plan for a general massacre, hoping ^even to effect 
the entire extermination of the colony. The plot was 
deeply laid, and planned with great skill. All the 
members of the. confederacy had their several parts 
assigned them. At the time the plot was formed, many 
of the Indians mingled with the whites for the purpose 
of ascertaining the avenues by which to gain access to 
the town, and the- means of striking the blow with 
most effect. 
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On the. Qfpointed day, Uiq 22d of March, about noon, 
.while the people vere at work, and mostly unarmed, the 
lodians rushed upon them, and at once massacred three 
hundred and forty-seven men, women, and children. 
Sa well devised was the plan, that, but for its being 
hetrayed, the whole colony, including Jamestown, must 
have been cut off at a blow. A Christian Indian, who 
had been solicited by his brother to kill a Mr. Pace, 
with whom he then lived, informed him of the plot, 
and, though not in season to save hundreds from fall- 
ing victims to the savage enemy, yet intelligence w^ 
sent to Jamestown, and the people, in many instances, 
.were seasonably put uppn their guard. The Indians, 
finding they were betrayed, did not attempt an jattack 
upon the town, but plundered and burned the unde- 
fended houses, the mills and iron, wprks, and whatever 
else came in their way. 

The next autumn, the Virginians, in their turn, at- 
tacked the Indians, burned several of their towns, and 
took many thousand bushels of com, which they found 
stored up foe the winter. The consequence of this was, 
that the Indians were greatly distressed, and suffered 
much for want of food and the necessaries of life. The 
succeeding July, the war was carried on with still more , 
vigor ; four or five separate parties were appointed to 
attack the Indians at different points, and many were 
slain, among whom were some of their kings and war- 
captains. These disasters at once disheartened and 
weakened them. Still, they continued to seize upon 
every advantage that offered, and, in 1630, Opechan- 
canough, observing that the colony was in a state of 
disunion and anarchy, formed a plan for another sur- 
prise and massacre. 
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The experience they had so dearly bought should 
have made the colonists vigilant, and put them upon 
their guard at all times. But they seem, at this period, 
to have relapsed into a state of fatal confideiiee or in- 
difference. The Indians fell upon the settlers, princi- 
pally on the south side of James River, and at the 
head of York River, and so carefully had they con- 
cealed their design, so well was it arranged, and 80 
resolutely executed, that they cut off five hundred of 
the colonists at a blow. This was a dreadful event to 
the infant settlement, and seems, at first, to have almost 
entirely disheartened the survivors. A long and bloody 
war followed, with various results, till, finally, the hi- 
dians being defeated, and tired of the strife, a peace 
was once more made, which continued unbroken for 
many years. The death of Opechancanough, the mas- 
ter spirit of the savages, and the implacable foe of 
the colony, doubtless contributed to this end. Every 
contest also taught the Indians the power of European 
discipline, and they at last learned that the field of 
battle was the grave of their warriors, and that even a 
successful war always resulted in a diminution of theif 
strength. 

No very striking event succeeded, in the history rf 
the Virginia colony, till the year 1675, when the In- 
dians again began to rob and murder the colonists. 
Intestine divisions raged, and they seemed, in their 
broils, to forget that an enemy lurked around thenif 
who might take fatal advantage of their unguarded and 
feeble condition. Although the Indians dared not ap- 
pear, as they had formerly done, in the very heart of 
the settlements, — for these had increased, and the tribes 
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had been driven back into the interior, — yet they 
attacked those who dwelt on the frontiers, wasted their 
fields, burned their houses, and committed other rava- 
ges. The colonists were in no condition to avenge 
themselves of these outrages. Had the Indians, indeed, 
known the full extent of their weakness, they might 
have been emboldened to still more daring invasions ; 
but, being successfully attacked by the whites, after a 
brief conflict, they were glad to accept of peaqe. 
The ascendency of the English being once established, 
the tribes gradually wasted away, and it would now be 
difficult to find a remnant of the once powerful people 
by which the eastern portion of Virginia was formerly 
inhabited. 

The tract of country first called Virginia embraced 
more than is now comprised in the limits of the State ; 
and as a part of North Carolina was included in its 
boundaries, it may be proper, in this connection, to no- 
tice the history of the Indians who occupied this region. 

North Carolina was first discovered by Sir Walter 
Raleigh, in 1584. In the account given by him, it 
seems the Indian name of this region was Winganda- 
coa, the king being called Wingina. His chief town 
was six days' journey from Wococon. His brother, 
Ganganameo, resided at a village on the Roanoke. The 
third day after the English arrived, some natives ap- 
peared, and one of them went on board of the ships. 
The English gave him a shirt, some wine, and plenty 
to eat. He paddled away, and, having laden his boat 
with fish, returned, and divided them into two parts, 
meaning one portion for one ship, and the rest for the 
other. The next day Granganameo came to see tbem, 
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with fif\y men, spread out his mat on the point, without 
any apparent fear, and, sitting down, made signs to the 
English to sit down with him. . He then stroked his 
head and hreast, and theirs also in a gentler manner, 
thus signifying, that, henceforth, their heads and hearts 
should be one. He made a long speech, and they pre- 
sented him with some toys, which greatly pleased him. 
They then opened a trade, and he gave them twenty 
deer-skins for a pewter basin ; a sample of the deal- 
ings between the English and natives. The chief made 
a hole through the basin, and hung it about his neck 
for a breastplate. He also gave fifty more skins for 
a copper kettle. 

Some days after this interview, Granganameo came 
again with his wife and children. They were of a low 
stature, but quite handsome. His wife wore a coat 
and short apron of leather, and a band of white coral 
about her forehead, with ear-rings of pearls as large as 
peas, 3nd hanging down to her waist. He was him- 
self dressed in the same manner, except that his hair 
was long on one side, and cut short on the other. The 
English, in return, went to see him ; biit, as the chief 
was absent, his wife ran to meet them, and, as they 
approached the shore, ordered her people to take 
them on their backs to the land. The season being 
rainy, she had their boat drawn up on the bank. Her 
visiters were then taken into her house, where she 
washed their clothes and feet. After they had warm- 
ed and dried themselves by a fire, she took them into 
another room, where a dinner was prepared, consisting 
of various dishes, — boiled venison, roots, melons, and 
other fruits. When they returned to their boats, she 
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gave them mats to shield them from the rain. Well 
might these voyagers say, as they did, " A more kind 
and loving people cannot be." 

Notwithstanding this favorable view, it appears, that, 
subsequently, the North Carolina Indians were more or 
less enlisted in the various enterprises of the natives 
against the colony of Virginia, of which an account has 
already been given, and, to some extent, shared ' the 
fortunes of their countrymen. In 1712, & part of them, 
the Corees, Tuscaroras, and others, formed a leagui^ 
for the purpose of expelling the colonists, who had now 
encroached upon their territories. Their plan was ar- 
ranged with great secrecy and cunning. To secure 
their own families, they surrounded their principal town 
with a breastwork. Here the vrarriors of the different 
tribes met, to the number of twelve hundred bowrweri. 
The plan was matured, and the time fixed for the 
massacre. When the fatal night came, small parties 
went out by different roads, and, under the mask of 
friendship, were admitted to the houses of the colon- 
ists. Rising at a preconcerted signal, they slaughtered 
ihen, women, and children, without distinction. To pre- 
vent discovery or alarm, they ran as speedily as possi- 
ble from house to house, hastening the bloody work. 

In the vicinity of Roanoke, they thus butchered one 
hundred and thirty-seven persons in a single night. A 
few escaped and gave the alarm, by which means the 
settlements were preserved from extinction. Nearly 
one thousand froops were immediately raised in South 
Carolina, by whom the Indians were pursued. On 
coming up with them, a severe battle was fought, in 
which three hundred Indians were slain, and one hun- 
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dred taken prisoners. It was supposed that nearly 
one thousand of the Indians were finally killed, wound- 
ed, and captured. After this event, the remnant of 
the Tuscaroras fled to the Five Nations, with whom 
they hecame incorporated. From this period, the 
northern confederacy assumed the title of the Six Na- 
tions. 

In Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey, and the 
part of New York below the Highlands, there were 
likewise numerous tribes of Indians. It is said that 
there were not less than thirty kings within these lim- 
its, and the whole number of Indians is computed by 
Dr. Trumbull to have been about 10,000, and the war- 
riors 2,000. The principal tribes were the Manhattans 
and the Dela wares, or, as they are often termed, the 
Lenni Lenape. . The peaceful policy of William Penn 
prevented any Indian wars in the eafly settlement of 
Pennsylvania, though another cause doubtless contrib- 
uted to this result. The Five Nations had subdued the 
Lenni Lenape, obliged them to put themselves under 
their protection, deprived them of the power of making 
war, and confined them to the raising of corn, hunting, 
and fishing. To use the Indian phrase, they had been 
thus reduced to the state of women. The interior por- 
tion of Virginia had also been subjected to the same 
sway. 

Many of the Indians of 'whom we are now speaking 
were greatly benefited by the missionary labors of 
David Brainerd, who instructed them in Christianity. 
Numbers became professors of religion, and were 
bright examples of the power of the gospel even over 
the savage heart. The Moravians, also, at a still later 
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date, were not less successful, and the account of their 
residence among the Indians, as related by Hecke- 
welder and others, deserves* a careful perusal. The 
history of these Indians, however, is similar to that of 
the tribes in other quarters, when brought in contact 
with the whites. They wasted away in the competi- 
tion with a master race, and not a vestige of them 
is lefl upon their original domains. 
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The Southern Indians, in the Carolinas, Greorgia, 
and Florida, were composed of many different tribes. 
Of these, the most distinguished were the Catawbas, 
Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Creeks. In 
1671, the Cherokees in South Carolina were estimated 
at 6,000 bowmen. It is thought that the Corees, Sto- 
noes, Westoes, Savannas, Yamassees, Catawbas, and 
Congarees could not have been less numerous, and that, 
in this colony edone, there were as many as 35 or 
36,000 Indians, including 12,000 warriors. The Creeks 
numbered about 25,000. The Chickasaws, Alabamas, 
and Natchez were computed at 10,476 fighting men, 
and the whole population at 31,128 souls. The Natchez 
were once a great nation, and were able, at one time, 
to raise not less than 4,000 warriors. 

These Indians, as well as the others, viewed with 
jealousy the settlements of the whites, and were, from 
time to time, more or less engaged in attacks upon the 
colonists, whom they greatly annoyed in their infant 
state. They also carried on war with the Five Na- 
tions, and many remarkable feats of their valor are 
related. One of these deserves to be mentioned. A 
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